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Overarching Themes of the Bible 

God reveals himself to his people – 

through creation  

by his direct communication and interactions with his chosen people 

and by revealing himself in the person of Jesus Christ 

 

Martin Luther: 

Bible is alive, it speaks to me!   

It has feet, it runs after me!   

It has hands, it lays hold on me. 

 

Our omniscient God always knows where we are, but God wants us to know where he is. 

God wants a relationship with us, so God seeks us out. 

From the Bible we learn that God opens the door for us to connect with him in real ways. 

 

Bible comprises many diverse books with different stories. 

However, it is ultimately one story of God’s redemptive plan for humankind. 

All the books of the Old Testament are centered on God’s promise to redeem his people. 

Same thread continues through the New Testament where that promise is fulfilled. 

Goal of our class is to discover the ways the entire Bible centers on Jesus Christ. 

 

Some scholars would say – 

It is impossible to understand the Old Testament apart from Christ. 

Experiences of the Jewish nation in the Old Testament are direct links to the birth of Jesus. 

We are to look for Christ in all of Scripture. 

Old Testament will become a new book for us. 

We are to interpret the Old Testament considering the revelations from the New Testament. 

 

Different ways that Christ is revealed in the Old Testament –  

Old Testament names that are later attributed to Christ  

His work as creator (Gospel of John) and his role as sustainer of creation 

Old Testament offices of prophet, priest, and king prefigure his work to come 

Promises of God find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ 

Messianic prophecies are seen throughout the Old Testament 

 

 



Overview of Genesis 

It is a book of beginnings (the seed-plot of the whole Bible). 

It opens with God’s creation of the universe, its living creatures, and humankind. 

God places humans in paradise and with a sense of peace. 

But humans succumb to temptation and sin. 

It leads to the fall and the pronouncement of death to humans as punishment for sin. 

God also provides immediately a glimpse into his plan to redeem and reconcile us to himself. 

God restores a pathway for us to have life with God. 

Later, God sets apart the Hebrews as his chosen people and makes a nation out of them. 

Offer of salvation is to all people and all nations of the world. 

 

Genesis 1-11 

First eleven (of the fifty) chapters of Genesis are critical to the story of redemption. 

God calls Abraham in Chapter 12 to start the process of establishing the Hebrew nation. 

In the first eleven chapters we have foundational events that occur. 

Each shows the depravity of humankind apart from God.   

Left to our own devices, we can produce nothing but chaos, destruction, and death. 

 

Reality of sin must be taken seriously. 

Our problems arise from sin and our self-imposed separation from God.  

As sin separated us from God, God made provisions to reunite us. 

Without these first eleven chapters we would not understand the need for God’s plan. 

Chapters provide the rationale and backdrop to the calling of Abraham. 

It sets up the need for a covenant that God establishes with the patriarch of Israel. 

 

God choose one nation as the means through which to bring salvation to all. 

Old Testament records the complex and very real relationship the Israelites had with God. 

God shows us (by example) the consequences of living obediently versus in disobedience. 

We see the absolute necessity of our drawing closer to God. 

It offers us meaning and fulfillment in our lives. 

God teaches us those truths and shows us those truths in history. 

Experiences of Israel also illustrate the importance of having a mediator.   

 

God punishes the Israelites for their disobedience, but God never abandons them. 

Grace continues unabated within the life of a people that is full of ambivalence and rebellion. 

What makes grace gracious is that it is undeserved mercy to those who deserve judgment. 

 

 



Pictures of Christ in Genesis 

Creation Story – Genesis 1:1-5 

In the third verse God said – Let there be light – and there was light. 

Allegorically it is tied to the New Testament. 

Jesus is repeatedly called (or calls himself) the light. 

Paul instructs the early Christians to become more Christ-like. 

He tells them to distinguish themselves from the crooked and twisted generation. 

Instead, they are to be as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life (Philippians 2). 

Metaphor continues through the Book of Revelation –  

By its light will the nations walk. 

 

Adam – Genesis 3:1-7 

Adam was tempted by Eve who was tempted by Satan. 

Jesus was tempted but Adam and Jesus reacted differently, so this is a story of contrasts. 

Adam represents the sinner and Christ is the one who conquered sin. 

Paul (in his letter to the Romans) expands on their relationship in 5:12-14. 

Death is ushered into the world through the sin of Adam. 

Death is conquered by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In Romans 5:17-19 Paul points out how much greater the grace of God is compared to the sin. 

It sets up the contrast on the kind of life we are to lead. 

In faith we choose life in Christ or we choose the way of Adam and stay in our sins. 

With faith in Christ we become new creatures. 

 

Genesis 3:9 

Some scholars interpret the question to be – Where are you in your relationship with me? 

God is asking them not to hide as it would defeat the purpose for which they were created. 

God issued the command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Serpent suggested that if they ate of the tree they would become like God. 

But in the eyes of God, they would be engaging in disobedience and acting as their own gods. 

Adam and Eve would sever the dependence they had with God. 

 

Accepting our dependence on Jesus Christ is a turning around from the actions of Adam. 

In Hebrew the word for repentance means to turn around physically to face God. 

Prohibition against eating from the tree was an act of rejecting the abounding grace of God. 

Consequences could only be reversed through the blood of Christ. 

 

    

   Genesis 3:15 

   First messianic prophecy. 

   First announcement of the Gospel 

   Foreshadowing of the Redeemer 

 

   Jesus will come from the offspring of a woman 

   Jesus will be bruised 

   Jesus will crush the head of the tempter (Satan) 

 



Cain and Abel – Genesis 4:1-16 

Reason that God rejected the sacrifice of Cain was that it did not involve blood. 

Offering from Abel could point to Christ – a lamb – whose blood is spilled in sacrifice. 

Abel makes his offering to God in his capacity as a shepherd. 

Jesus is known as the Good Shepherd.   

 

Cain hates Abel for no reason just as many despised Jesus without cause. 

Cain killed Abel out of envy and jealousy, just as Christ was delivered up out of envy. 

It is also another story of contrast – 

Blood of Abel demands vengeance, but the blood of Christ is ultimately about atonement. 

Cain scoffs at the notion of being his brother’s keeper. 

Such selfless service defines the work of Christ. 

 

Noah and the Ark – Genesis 8:20-22 

Noah is not identified in the New Testament as a type of Christ. 

However, he also points to Christ in foreshadowing our redemption. 

He was saved because of his faith in the promises of God that spared him and his family. 

It prefigures the salvation of all those who believe in Christ through faith. 

Noah has been called a second Adam in that all living creatures come from him. 

Noah acted in total obedience to God. 

 

Ark was built with only one door and was controlled solely by God. 

Jesus is the only door through which we may enter into eternal life (John 10:9). 

Ark provides refuge for all creatures just as the Church of Christ provides salvation for all. 

Ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat on the 7th day of the Jewish month of Nisan. 

Same day is cited as the day of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

Melchizedek – Genesis 14:17-23 

Melchizedek was the king of Salem and the priest of God Most High. 

He brought bread and wine to Abraham after Abraham returned from defeating the kings. 

He blessed Abraham on behalf of God, and Abraham gave him a tenth of all he owned. 

In Psalm 110:4 we hear that Christ will be a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

Writer of Hebrews added that his name means king of righteousness and a king of peace. 

 

 
 

Isaac and the Ram – Genesis 22:9-14 

Some see Isaac as a type of Christ because God commanded Abraham to sacrifice him. 

But God spared Isaac and arranged for a ram to be substituted for him. 

As a result, we see the ram as a type of Christ. 

God provided the sacrifice just as God provided his Son as the ultimate and final sacrifice. 

Back to Isaac, he is like Christ in that he had a miraculous birth. 



Joseph – Genesis 37-50  

New Testament does not emphasize Joseph as a type of Christ. 

However, there are abundant comparisons –  

Joseph is born to Rachel who had been unable to conceive. 

He is loved by his father but is mistreated by his brothers. 

He faces constant turmoil and is rejected as a ruler over his brothers. 

His robe was taken away from him and his brothers conspired against him. 

Brothers wanted to kill him and sold him for silver. 

He became a servant and was condemned despite being innocent. 

Later his brothers repented of their sins and Joseph restored them to places of honor and safety. 
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