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Theme 1 – God Saves His People 

Exodus story is the center of the Old Testament belief in a saving God.  

Development of a relationship with God is found in the accounts of deliverance. 

Experiences provided a pattern for the subsequent relationship between God and his people.    

In the years that followed the people of Israel were delivered repeatedly from crisis situations. 

Under the rule of kings, God was still the power behind the events when Israel was saved. 

Prophets became the chief interpreters of this understanding.  

When the people were put in exile, a new exodus became the hope.   

New Testament centers on a unique deliverance event (the resurrection of Jesus Christ). 

Followers of Jesus interpreted this in continuity with Old Testament traditions like the Exodus. 

A new people of God emerged with emphasis on spiritual identification (not on land and nation).   

Focus was on Jesus Christ as the source of salvation.   

 

Theme 2 – God is Faithful to His People 

Behind the Exodus story we are told how God established a relationship with Abraham.   

A covenant promise was formalized at Mt. Sinai. 

Responsibilities of the people were developed.   

God also made an agreement with David and his descendants.   

Prophets became the interpreters of the covenant obligations. 

They also denounced the unfaithfulness of its leaders and people.   

Beyond the failures and the exile, some of the prophets saw the coming of a new covenant.  

Jesus came as the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises. 

 

Theme 3 – People of God Think about God  

Beneath the experience of a saving and faithful God lie questions about the identity of God. 

Answers were needed on how God related to his people and all of creation.   

Bible does not deal with abstract reasoning but defines God through stories.   

Our study presupposes that the people of God came to be because of certain experiences.   

Specifically, the experiences were the saving actions of God (Theme 1). 

And the extension of those experiences was an awareness of the faithfulness of God (Theme 2). 

Doubtless those experiences and awareness made people think about the nature of God. 

However, the Old Testament does not specify how that thinking developed. 

It would be natural for the people to have questions about God. 

Some of those questions are scattered throughout Scripture and some answers are proposed.   

It is what we will study in this theme.   

 

People at the time wrote mostly in concrete terms. 

Generalities of abstract thinking were foreign to them.   

Israelites were comfortable in history and not in philosophy. 

Thoughts about God would have been in terms of what God had done. 

It would have included how they had been involved in those actions. 

Even when they declared his faithfulness or recalled his promises, it was by giving evidence. 



Example of this is found in Deuteronomy 6:20-23. 

A doctrine of God was foreign to most of the Old Testament. 

It was simply not how the people of the Bible thought. 

Throughout the Old Testament new perceptions of God kept appearing. 

We will discover what was implied about God in the background of his saving faithfulness.   

In Exodus, Moses told the Israelites in Egypt that the God of their fathers was acting for them. 

Questions may have arisen – 

Where did this God come from? 

What did this God have to do with the beginnings of the world and human life? 

 

 

 
 
 

Genesis 1 and 2 

We start the study of Genesis 1 by asking why we need a creation story. 

What do we need to know about how the world came into existence? 

Specifically, what did the author of Genesis 1 want us to know about it? 

 

Stories about creation have practical meaning for daily life. 

For example, the Babylonian creation story is known as Enuma Elish. 

Scholars determine that the Enuma Elish was written from either 1800 BC or 1100 BC. 

It is also known as the Seven Tablets of Creation. 

It was more than likely meant to be read aloud during the Babylonian New Year festival. 

Story tells of an epic battle among the gods that was centered around Marduk, king of the gods. 

Marduk defeated Tiamat, the being of chaotic waters. 

Stories included a creation account, telling how the earth came to exist. 

 

Stories of the Babylonian empire share uncanny similarities to the Hebrew account. 

Later studies have shown that the Hebrew Scriptures drew largely from the Enuma Elish. 

Quotes originally about Marduk were changed to glorify the Hebrew God, Yahweh. 

 

 

 

 

 



Enuma Elish Tablet 1 

When in the height (Enuma Elish) heaven was not named and the earth beneath did not bear a 

name and the primeval Apsu (who begat them), and chaos (Tiamut) (the mother of them both) 

their waters were mingled together, and no field was formed, and no marsh was to be seen.  

When of the gods none had been called into being and none bore a name and no destinies were 

ordained; then were created the gods in the midst of heaven.   

 

Stories such as the Fall of Humankind and the Great Flood were originally written in Sumer. 

Each were translated and modified later in Babylon. 

Each were reworked by the Assyrians before they were used by the Hebrew scribes. 

Basic paradigm of Biblical narratives and Mesopotamian stories align closely. 

 

From a Biblical scholar, Stephen Bertman: 

Both Genesis and Enuma Elish are religious texts which detail and celebrate cultural origins: 

Genesis describes the origin and founding of the Jewish people under the guidance of the Lord.   

Enuma Elish recounts the origin and founding of Babylon under the leadership of Marduk. 

Contained in each work is a story of how the cosmos and humans were created. 

Each work starts by describing the watery chaos and primeval darkness that filled the universe. 

Light is created to replace the darkness. 

Heavens were made and in them heavenly bodies are placed. 

Finally, human beings are created.   

 

Similarities notwithstanding, the two account are more different than alike. 

Hebrew scribes tightened the narrative and the focus but retained the all-powerful deity. 

Enuma Elish had a clearly political intent in its original form. 

It validated the superiority of Marduk over the older gods in the city of Mesopotamia. 

It helped to answer a basic human need that the world could be renewed. 

 

Other creation stories from similar sources end with the building of temples. 

It made provisions for the maintenance of their cults. 

It validated holy places and the status of priests attached to those temples.   

Some stories also had significance for incidental occurrences in the lives of ordinary people. 

Curing toothaches is introduced in one creation story that stops at the appearance of the worm. 

Worms were considered to be the cause of dental trouble. 

Taking possession of an area or building a house required recitations of creation stories. 

In general difference between cultures were explained by telling the story of how they began. 

 

 

 
 



Author of Genesis 1 (Priestly writer) had a point to make in his careful construction of the story. 

In order to read the chapter (the best we can) we need to see the major concern of the author: 

No hint of a political concern is in this account. 

Neither is the aim of the chapter cultic (no mention of Jerusalem or temple or priests). 

It does conclude with the sanctification of the seventh day. 

It shows that the Sabbath day was of such importance that it is associated with creation. 

But the author does not explicitly draw the law of the Sabbath from creation. 

 

Is the chapter written for information only? 

Not likely because other creation stories were not used that way. 

And nothing else in the Old Testament was written simply to satisfy curiosity. 

Other creation stories led up to a conclusion that immediately told one what they were for. 

 

Structure of Genesis 1:1-2:4a suggests it was written to explain the creation of humanity. 

Section is told in great length and with considerable elaboration. 

Author tells of a message directed to humans concerning their status in the world. 

Humans have been created in the image of God. 

Humans have been given dominion over the earth.  

Humans have been given all the fruits and vegetables to eat. 

 

Message seems to be an appointment to a position of great honor in the created world. 

On earth humans are to represent God himself to all the rest of creation.  

But who needs such a message? 

 

Account of creation written by P is one of the clearest and simplest passages in the Bible. 

Exception is found in Genesis 1:2. 

Words do not fit the pattern of creation which starts in Genesis 1:3. 

Apparent anomaly in structure and content is seen to be deliberate (not out of character). 

Provides another clue to a major concern of the author that is best expressed in this way. 

Concern is what is known as cosmic evil. 

It is everything we identify as destructive and can produce pain outside of human sin. 

When Genesis 1:2 is related with the rest of creation it necessitates the promise in v. 28. 

 

Theology of the author allowed for only one source of all things. 

He insisted that the source was good and produced a world that was wholly good. 

Author was also realistic enough that he could not deny completely the existence of certain evils. 

Such evils could not be blamed on human sin. 

In the creation account he is not concerned about sin at all (that will come later). 

But he knows that conditions exist that are inappropriate for the purposes of God.  

They do not support life and are contrary to all that he believes about God. 

He cannot ascribe something inadequate (not life-sustaining) to the work of God. 

Neither can he speak of some chaotic reality that exists apart from the will of God. 

Yet he is aware of some threat of which he must somehow take account. 

 

 



 
 

 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

No trace of conflict or violence as is found in many creation stories. 

God creates and there is no human analogy to that ability. 

God speaks, makes, separates, sees, and blesses in the midst of no drama. 

All is under the full control of God. 

Each act of creation is introduced by a jussive verb (not an imperative but issues orders).  

 

Priestly source has been dated after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 587 BC. 

We can assume Genesis 1:1-2:4a was written in exile. 

It then makes sense that it does not follow the purposes of the other creation stories. 

No point in associating Jerusalem or its temples or its priests because all of that was lost. 

Anything P had to say about creation was addressed to a downtrodden people. 

People were victims of their own sin and the sins of others. 

People were also at the mercy of the powers of this world. 

Verses were a bold challenge to them to believe something that was not visible in the world. 

Creation message asserts that the whole world belongs to God and that it is good. 

It also confirmed that God was in control. 

It concludes that the people are worth something despite having lost everything. 

Commission given to humanity speaks of the essential conditions for life to continue. 

In their circumstances there was a great deal that needed to be subdued. 

Author supports these bold claims with a series of calm affirmations. 

 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a is not a creation myth. 

Compared to the other genre from other cultures it does not have the form of a true myth. 

It is called a priestly doctrine that is unique and was produced for teaching purposes. 

 

Assignment for January 15 

Write down any insights from each day of creation (3-5, 6-8, 9-13, 14-19, 20-23, 24-31) 

Read Genesis 2:4b-3:24 

   

 


