
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

February 21, 2021 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 25   

Pastor  To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls. 
People  My God, we put our trust in you; let us not be put to shame. 
 
Pastor   Let none who look to you be put to shame. 
People  Show us your ways, O Lord, and teach us your paths. 
 
Pastor   Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation. 
People  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. 
 
Pastor   Remember not the sins of our youth and our transgressions. 
People  Remember us according to your steadfast love. 
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in 

the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift 
of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no 
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message 

+ The Word + 

Reading: Genesis 9:8–17 
Today's reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, the Lord destroys 
the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine 
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity 
and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 
 

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him,  9"As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your descendants after you,  10and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  11I establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."  12God said, "This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with 
you, for all future generations:  13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  14When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,  15I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  16When the bow is in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth."  17God said to Noah, "This is the sign of 
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

 
Reader Word of God, word of life.     
All Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. Cantor sings. 

Reading: 1 Peter 3:18–22 
As God acted through Christ's suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through 
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in 
Christ. 
 

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit,  19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison,  20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water.  21And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you — not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Bow in the Clouds 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:9–15 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so 
that he might proclaim the good news of God's reign. 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan.  10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  11And a voice came from 
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  13He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God,  15and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near, repent, and believe in the good news." 
 

Pastor  The Gospel of our Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Song 
Cantor sings.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Let us pray.  
All  Have mercy, O God. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

‘Hungry’ Words and Music by Kathryn Scott 

   

  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
 you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. 

Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the 
videos. 
Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given by Sheeba Dominic  

to the glory of God and in loving memory of  

Samuel and Irene Skinner 

 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Secure Even When It’s Not Safe 

The world is unsafe in countless ways. It contains wilderness after wilderness, 
places where temptation and danger seem to reign. Struggle, pain, fear, violence, 
hate, death, and suffering are all part of the uncertain world that we wake to each 
day. 

Today, the Gospel of Mark discusses Jesus’ own encounter with the wilderness. 
After he was baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus was driven into the desert wil-
derness, where he was tempted by Satan for forty days. What’s more, when Jesus 
left the wilderness to re-enter society, he encountered another kind of dangerous 
wilderness, a world where John the Baptist had just been arrested for confront-
ing Herod Antipas and his wife Herodias with some hard-hitting truth. 

After forty days of temptation, Jesus was met by yet another temptation: to play 
it safe in a world that had just silenced his friend for doing exactly the kind of 
thing that Jesus came to do. Despite the risk posed by worldly power players like 
Herod, Jesus proceeded to teach, heal, and spread the good news of God’s king-
dom. Despite the danger, Jesus trusted in the promise that God’s love was bigger 
than the wilderness of human wiles. 

The world is not safe, and believing in Jesus does not change this fact. However, 
we are secure in an unsafe world because of the promises made by God in bap-
tism. Think of children who are secure in the love of their parents. They may go 
to school and face bullies—a painful experience, for sure—but they are less likely 
to trust the lies of the bullies because they know a deeper truth about themselves, 
a truth instilled by the love of their parents. So it is with us. There is danger and 
wilderness all around, but we are secure in the truth of our baptism: we are God’s 
beloved children, with whom God is well pleased. Grounded in this secure love, 
we derive courage to set out into the wild. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  Psalm 22:23-31  Romans 4:13-25  Mark 8:31-38 


