
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

February 20, 2022 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained servant 
of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all  
your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy Spirit 
and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we 

may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. 
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in 
your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to 
them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has 
used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph 
forgives them. 
 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has 
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years 
of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers 
talked with him. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People   Thanks be to God. 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
In the Apostles Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” 
Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately 
about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity. 
 
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the 
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a 
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 
and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, 
so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also 
bear the image of the man of heaven. 
 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing. 

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical 
love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even to enemies and outsiders. Living in 
harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 
 
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for 
them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 
 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 
the measure you get back.” 
 
Pastor   The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Be Merciful 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Song 

“All the People Said Amen” Words and Music by Matt Maher, Trevor Morgan and Paul Moak  

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. God of grace. 
All  Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES' CREED  

Asst. Min.  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
All Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
All Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
All Grant us peace. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All Amen 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
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Song 

All stand and sing. 
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Dismissal  

Asst. Min. Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please keep a safe distance from others. 

Cocreators in Christ’s Reign 

Jesus’ words in today’s gospel reading are challenging. But more than a list of 
dos and don’ts, today’s text is an invitation to enter a countercultural way of 
living: a lifestyle that meets antagonism with mercy, scarcity with generosity, 
and selfishness with abundant love. It is not a call to passivity or silence, to 
complicity in injustice, or to acceptance of the way things are in order to avoid 
conflict. Instead, it is a call to let God’s merciful justice and compassionate 
grace define our stories, our relationships, and our very existence so that we 
might be agents of change. It is a call to experience the freedom that only Christ 
can give. It is a call to join God as cocreators of a new kingdom where Christ’s 
reign turns what we think we know on its head. 

We practice this countercultural lifestyle every time we gather for worship as 
we remember who we are and whose we are as God’s beloved children, and as 
we confess the ways we have not lived up to this identity. We are shaped by 
God’s words of justice, mercy, and grace, and we enter into a story that extends 
far beyond ourselves. We name the hurting places in our world, places of hatred 
and abuse and scarcity, and pray that God’s Spirit will transform them into 
wellsprings of new life. We share the peace of Christ with one another, refusing 
to let the forces of hatred and division have the last word. We practice 
generosity. We gather at God’s abundant table to partake in bread and wine 
that unite us with Christ and with all who share this meal around the world. 
Finally, we are sent forth with God’s blessing to be agents of love and mercy, to 
show with our lives the transforming power of God. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s  Readings:  
Exodus 34:29-35   Psalm 99   2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2  Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 


