Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

First Sunday in Lent, February 18, 2024
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ.
This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as
lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah's family in the flood with the way
God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are
given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.



PRELUDE
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GATHERING

“On Eagle’s Wings” —arr. Lloyd Larson

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,

come to the help of your people,

turning us from our sin to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned from you

and given ourselves into the power of sin.

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.

In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all our sins.

To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: CRASHING WATERS AT CREATION #455

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

Crashing Waters at Creation
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1 Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir-it’s breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed onthrough,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-roundthe one fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa-ter, nev-er end-ing, quenchthe thirstand flood the soul.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry I. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.glamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.
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first to  wit - ness day’s be - gin-ning from the bright-ness of night’s death.
wash-ing off the chains of bond-age—chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er new and ev -er old
Well-spring, source of  life e - ter - nal, drench our dry-ness, make us whole.
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All sing.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well - being of the church of
0 |
A2 o 5 4
(o’ o * iy P ———
J
God, and for the u-ni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
Y D
> ¥ o o —

(8]

1Ol
1O

For this ho -1y house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you save Noah and his family, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Congregation Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE WORD

Reading: Genesis 9:8-17

Today's reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, the Lord destroys the earth by flood, saving
only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first
creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals,
and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you,
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth." God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that [ have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth."

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 25:1-10

Congregation sings words in bold.
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To ' you, O Lorb,
L lift 'up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph T over me.

Let none who look to you be | put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
Show me your ! ways, O Lorb,

and teach ' me your paths.

Lead me in your  truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compas- T sion and love,

for they are from ' everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- ! ness, O LoRD.
You are gracious and up- ' right, O LoRb;

therefore you teach sinners ' in your way.

You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ' ly your way.

All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast ' love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your ' testimonies.

Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ's suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save us from a
sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the
good news of God's reign.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted
by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, "The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news."

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
A Bow Seen in the Clouds
Pastor Sandy Kessinger



HYMN OF THE DAY: GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS #733
Please stand and sing.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 Great 18 thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there 1is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur- eth, thine own dear
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.

man -1 - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un- to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Catol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLES' CREED
Seminarian With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Seminarian Hear us, O God.
Congregation Your mercy is great.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please give as you are
able. We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

OFFERTORY
“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” by John Carter



OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

CoME TO THE TABLE

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.

God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone,
but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts,

which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

INvITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.
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CovmunioN HymN: Lorp, KEep Us STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD #517
All sing.

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

Please stand.

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation Amen.
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PosT-CoOMMUNION CANTICLE

Please stand and sing.
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PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Seminarian Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace;
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.

THE SENDING
BLESSING

Pastor God, the giver of love,

+ Christ, the resurrection and the life,

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Congregation Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: CROWN HiM WITH MANY CROWNS #855

Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.
All sing.

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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2 Crown h1m the vir - gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of  time,
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All hail, Re-deem -er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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DisMISSAL

Seminarian Go in peace. Serve in love.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “How Firm a Foundation"—arr. Diane Bish

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to
age 3 during all worship services.

Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Hearing help available: We have for your use,
personal hearing amplification units available in the
narthex. Please refer questions or comments to an
usher.

Sunday Services
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Wednesdays in Lent, February 21-March 20
Holden Evening Prayer Service
Dinner 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, Service at 7:30 pm

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Psalm 22:23-31 Romans 4:13-25 Mark 8:31-38

How Beloved You Are!

Jesus’ journey to the cross and resurrection begins with his baptism. As the church journeys with Jesus
through Lent and toward Easter, we each remember our own baptism, and our life in Christ is renewed.

At the Jordan River, God stops at nothing to declare Jesus beloved. Not even the sky can cloud the
message; God tears open the heavens and proclaims it loud and clear. Now each time we dip our hands
into the font or trace the sign of the cross over our bodies, we remember this promise anew: “You are a
beloved child of God.” Nothing can separate you from God’s love.

Immediately after baptism, Jesus must contend with Satan and wild beasts in the wilderness. Then,
before Jesus’ ministry begins, John is arrested. The Gospel of Mark doesn’t give the fact more than a
passing mention at this point in the story, but John’s arrest and subsequent death make for a trauma
that comes at a crucial moment in Jesus’ life. How was Jesus able to begin his ministry after all he had
been through? And how are we, who have experienced temptation, torment, or trauma, to journey on?

The journey is not easy for Jesus, and neither will it be for us. But it’s amazing what is possible when
you know just how beloved you are. How long must the voice of God have echoed in Jesus’ mind after
that baptism day! Perhaps the angels whispered in his ear as they waited on him: “You are beloved.
With you God is well pleased.” Every Sunday, we return to the waters because we can never have too
many reminders. When times get tough, we can trust in the promises of God made to us in baptism.
This is a flood that saves us. These waters bring new life out of death. God’s love will stop at nothing.
Today, remember just how beloved you are!

The flowers are given to the glory of God.

Today we are using Setting 9 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



