
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
6 Epiphany, February 13, 2022 

Service at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
  

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany.  
We would do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in 
the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper 

with an invitation to live in him, and offers power to heal us all. 



2  

 

Gathering 
 

Prelude 
“When Love is Found”, arranged by Emma Lou Diemer  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn #526 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the 

riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Canticle of Praise 
All sing 
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Psalm 1 
Congregation reads words in bold. 

 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
 and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 
 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  
    with leaves that do not wither; 
 everything they do shall prosper. 
 It is not so with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 
 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
  

The Word 

Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings (17:5-11) that contrast two ways 
of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a 
curse, the power of death. 

Thus says the Lord: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
and make mere flesh their strength, 
whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land. 
 
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 
whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
The heart is devious above all else; 
it is perverse— 
who can understand it? 
I the Lord test the mind 
and search the heart, 
to give to all according to their ways, 
according to the fruit of their doings. 

 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  
 
 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of discipleship. 
He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great 
multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be 
healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying 
to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son 
of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets. 
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.” 
 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who are in 
Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death. 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?  If 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are 
not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Meditate Day and Night 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Hymn  #514 
All sing. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.   

Special Music 
‘Blessed Are You’ Craig Courtney    

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor God of grace. 
Congregation Hear our prayer.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Grant us peace. 
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Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Hymn  #749 
All sing. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 
 

Pastor Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation  Amen 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 
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Sending Hymn  #638 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.  
All sing. 
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Dismissal  
Pastor Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Congregation      Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
Two Pieces from Judas Maccabeus - G. F. Handel  
 
 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Shoulder to Shoulder 

While Matthew recalls Jesus’ teachings commonly called “the Beatitudes” as shared from a 
mountaintop, Luke situates today’s similar gospel lesson on a level plain. The plains are a place of great 
exposure—in the sense not only of how far one can see toward the horizon, but also of the harsh 
exposure to the elements without trees or hills to block the wind or shield one from the sun. On the 
plain, it can feel like everything has been laid bare; nothing can remain hidden for long. And true to the 
setting, much is exposed in this story. The rich and the poor, the joyful and the suffering, the hungry 
and the full are placed side by side. There is no hiding the inequality and injustice of the world. 

Jesus’ stark words reach across the page and the years to call us, the church, to examine our hearts, our 
relationships, and even our society. A level plain invites us to look our neighbors in the eyes, to hear 
their stories, to see their humanity. It forces us out of our bubbles, our social media echo chambers, and 
our circles of people who look like us and see the world in the same ways we do. A level plain flattens 
our hierarchies and forces many of us to face our privilege and our complacency in the systems of 
injustice that pervade our world. 

But the good news is that this level plain is also a place of transformation and healing. It is where we 
come to meet Jesus, shoulder to shoulder with people we might least expect or with those we would be 
least likely to choose. It is where Jesus’ gaze meets us, inviting us to participate in God’s new creation 
unfolding among us. And this new creation takes seriously the cries of the poor and the oppressed until 
inequalities have been erased, God’s mercy and justice reign, and all gather together as equals at God’s 
banquet table. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 45:3-11, 15   Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40   1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50   Luke 6:27-38 

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Natasha Dillaman 

In memory of grand parents Mary, Glenn and Elizabeth. 


