
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 11, 2024 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In 
Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But 

now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved.  
As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in 
the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 

baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 



2  

 



3  

 

Gathering 
 
Prelude  "Be Thou My Vision" -arr. Lloyd Larson  
    
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies #553  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Kyrie 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 

Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

 
Installation of Council Members 
 
 
Children’s Message 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

 The mighty one, God the | Lord, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
 Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 
  God shines | forth in glory.  
 
 Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
 God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 
  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
 
 “Gather before me my | loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
 The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 
  for it is God | who is judge.  

Psalm 50:1-6 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: 2 Kings 2:1–12 
Today's reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which 
retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that 
Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 
 
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.  The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" 
And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." 
  Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.  The company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he 
answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." 
  Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on.  Fifty men of the company of prophets also 
went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 
dry ground. 
  When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you." 
Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit."  He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not."  As they continued walking and talking, a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept 
watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, 
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand and sing. 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God 
made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Sermon 
Listen to Him   

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  Mark 9:2–9 
Mark's gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus' followers after he 
rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God's glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them,  and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them.  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  He did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified.  Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is 
my Son, the Beloved listen to him!"  Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but 
only Jesus. 
  As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
   
 Pastor          The Gospel of the Lord.       
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Thy Strong Word #511  
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are 
able.  We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
‘O Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light’ by J.S. Bach  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Seminarian  God of grace, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Seminarian With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

Invitation to Commune 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: Beautiful Savior #838  
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Seminarian Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Sending Hymn: Shine, Jesus, Shine #671  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Dismissal 

Seminarian  Go in peace, share the good news.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      Toccata on  "Thine is the Glory" - arr. Paul Fey  

Just Listen 

There are transfiguration moments in everyday life that can absolutely stop us in our tracks with the 
glory of Christ’s presence: The smell of a new baby. Flowering trees blooming in the spring. The 
embrace of a friend when we need them most. Voices raised in cries for justice. The bravery of 
difficult conversations. The sacred minutes just before death. It may not be Jesus in dazzling clothes or 
a visit from the ancestors on a mountaintop, but by God’s grace, we perceive the love of Christ shining 
brightly in these ordinary, yet holy, moments. 

When they happen to us, what are we to do? It can be difficult, when in the presence of the divine, to 
know quite what to say. Peter, grasping at straws, offered to make three dwellings. You can’t blame 
him—we all make weird choices when we are terrified! But a voice came from heaven: “Listen.” It is 
not necessary to do or say anything. This moment is simply a gift. Our job is only to listen to Jesus. 

Have you ever spent time just listening? Maybe outdoors, on a hike or in a park—listening to the 
sounds of creation. Or during a quiet moment in worship—the sound of cars driving by outside, or 
your neighbor breathing, or your own heart beating. Perhaps you have listened compassionately to a 
loved one who didn’t need advice but just needed to be heard. 

As people accustomed to doing, we can find it challenging to just listen. We may have learned that it is 
important for us to have something to say, something to offer, something to provide. But the good 
news of grace is that Christ’s love has come to us even before we could do anything. That’s why we 
baptize even helpless infants. That’s why, when we come to communion, we do so with hands 
outstretched and empty, ready to receive: “This is the body of Christ.” All we can do is listen . . . and 
say, “Amen.” 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 9:8-17   Psalm 25:1-10   1 Peter 3:18-22   Mark 1:9-15 


