
7th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

February 20, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 6:27-38 

Theme: Be Merciful       

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you from God our Father and from 

his Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

Joshua Prager is an American journalist and author who also writes 

for the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal.  When he was 19 

years old he lived in Israel for a gap year.  One day he was sitting in 

the backseat of a minibus bound for Jerusalem when a truck behind 

him lost control and slammed into the corner where he sat.  His neck 

broke and within seconds he went from being an athletic teen to a 

paraplegic and later to a hemiplegic.  It took him weeks to breathe on 

his own and four months before he could leave the hospital.  For the 

next four years he was in a wheelchair while attending college and 

later learned to walk with leg braces and a cane.  
 

On the Ted Talk that I listened to Joshua (now 51) told the story of 

going back to Jerusalem (21 years after the accident) to try to find the 

man who had been driving that truck.  He just wanted to hear this man 

say two words to him: I’m sorry.   
 

In his talk Joshua was very articulate about the thoughts that went 

through his mind while searching for the driver.  His life would have 

been so different had that man not injured him.  He wondered how 

much of his identity changed as a result of the crash.   
 

When he arrived at the home of the driver Joshua introduced himself 

and the two men went inside Abed’s home.  Joshua wanted the visit to 

be brief and simple.  Once more he just wanted to hear those two 

words and then he would be on his way.  After 90 minutes Joshua 

understood that he was not going to hear the words he came to hear.  

Abed was never going to say them.  The whole time they were 

together Abed justified his behavior and placed the blame of what 

happened on everything but himself.   
 

Joshua ended the Ted Talk to share what this experience taught him.    

He knew that what makes most of us who we are (our identity) is not 

our broken bodies and not what happens to us in life.  It is how we 

respond to what happens to us in life that defines us.   
 

I remember in one of our recent prayer conversations someone in our 

group made the observation that the topic of forgiveness keeps 

coming up.  So it is for us today.  Forgiveness is explicit in the Old 

Testament lesson and implicit in the gospel for today.  In Genesis, 

Joseph could no longer control himself when he saw his brothers after 

years of separation.  He made himself known to them and told them 

not to be distressed or angry with themselves for the sins of the past 

(selling him into Egypt).  Joseph told them that God turned it into 

good. 
 

We have heard of such extreme examples of forgiveness over the 

years.  In 2006 it was the Amish community in Lancaster County who 

reached out to the wife of the man who shot ten of their children.  In 

2015 it was the church community that forgave the acts of the shooter 

who took the lives of nine members. And then the question gets 

asked: How can people forgive such terrible acts of violence against 

innocent lives? The answer is the same: Such people follow closely 

the teachings of God in Christ.   
 

The reason I brought up the story of Joshua Prager is that in the end 

he did not hear the two words that he hoped he would hear from the 

driver who broke his neck.  Throughout the talk I waited for some 

words of remorse to be spoken by Abed followed by words of 

forgiveness from Joshua.   
 

In the end I had the clear impression that hearing those two words was 

no longer important.  The questions that Joshua posed were the 

essence of his speech: How do we respond to what has happened to us 

over the years?  Like we heard in the psalm from last week do we turn 

into bitter and angry people or is there a better path?  Joshua, a man of 

faith, chose the better path and it took a lot of hard and difficult work.   
 

When we turn to the teachings of Jesus (where forgiveness underlies 

his words) it is difficult to imagine that he is suggesting that we love 

our enemies (those who have hurt us and changed our lives).  Are we 

to offer our other cheek after already being slapped in the face once?   



Does Jesus really want us to be pacifists and sit back and let the world 

abuse us?  What if we (like Joshua) have been justifiably wronged?  Is 

there no room for some kind of retaliation?  Is not that what real 

justice means?  Even the last verse brings us up short: Our reward will 

be great and we will be called children of the Most High, for he is 

kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.  Be merciful just as our Father 

is merciful.     
 

Some will read the gospel lesson and simply dismiss the words of 

Jesus.  He is setting up impossible demands.  But in this section Jesus 

is inviting his disciples to be active participants in his kingdom.  He is 

asking us to not only view this list as something to achieve through 

faith but to also view the list as a set of promises.     
 

When we read this lesson the word enemy jumps out at us.  But what 

if we concentrated on the word love instead?  As a promise we see 

that Jesus is inviting us into a world that is not measured and judged 

by anything less than love.  Love for those who love us.  Love for 

those who do not love us back.  Love for those who might dislike us 

for known or unknown reasons.  Love for those who will not take 

responsibility for their actions.   
 

In essence we are to imitate God (the ultimate lover).  Our behavior 

must be different from the rest of the world because it leads us to the 

very goal of discipleship which is to be merciful as our Father is 

merciful.      
 

We hear stories of real people who have defied their natural instincts 

to retaliate and I would now include Joshua in that mix.  We are 

surrounded by examples of an unselfish love because love is the 

ultimate goal of Jesus’ teachings.  Jesus is fully aware how difficult it 

is for us to love when we would rather sit in our hatred because we 

have been wronged.  He knows it is not easy to forgive and to 

embrace those who have harmed us.  But Jesus is lifting us up and 

telling us to imitate God.  We are loved so we are to love.  We are 

forgiven so we are to forgive.     
 

Jesus is calling the rules of this world into question and (at the very 

same time) saving this world that he loves so much.  Jesus is inviting 

us into relationships that are governed not by power but by our 

vulnerability grounded in love.   

We have a choice on how we will respond to what has happened to us 

over the years.  Jesus is asking us to choose to follow him in ways 

that we never thought possible.  Forgiveness does not always lead to 

reconciliation.  Forgiveness is the gift we give ourselves to start the 

process of healing.   
 

Philip Gulley in his book (If Grace is True) says: I do not know what 

heaven will be like, but I can imagine at the great banquet that I will 

be seated between Grace Received and Grace Required (the person 

that hurt me the most and the person that I hurt the most) and I will 

know what real grace is in that moment.  Amen  

 


