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Lessons for February 12 – The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Back in Exodus 4:10 (when God appeared to Moses in a burning bush) Moses said to the Lord:  

O My Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have spoken to 

your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue. 

 

We fast forward to Deuteronomy 1:1 which reads: 

These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan. 

 

The Israelites are standing at the edge of the Promised Land.  

They have been listening to Moses who has been delivering speeches for the last 30 chapters. 

In these chapters Moses has reiterated the stipulations of the law. 

He reminds them that they must not worship any other gods as they enter the new land. 

Our lesson today is a rousing rhetorical climax to the previous 30 chapters. 

 

This is it!  It is a time for stark realities!   

Service to the God of Israel yields life.  Service to the other gods yields death. 

Moses has laid it all out for the Israelites and now the choice is left to them. 

 

When we read these six verses in isolation we get the impression that this is a one-time choice. 

But we know how the story continues to unfold. 

To choose life in this context means a fresh start – 

All through the Old Testament the Israelites stray from the covenant. 

God is continually willing to embrace the people even if they experience his wrath. 

Prophets will follow Moses to help people see that the consequences of idolatry are deadly. 

But when they strive to live in relationship with God it will yield life. 

Covenants with God are not sealed through a verbal assent. 

They are sealed by a set of practices that live out love of God and neighbor. 

 

Moses is not asking the people simply to check off the correct box. 

Moses is asking them to turn their whole lives toward God based on this one truth – 

The Lord is the only God the Israelites may worship. 

Deuteronomy 6:4 – Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 

 

The land of Canaan is occupied by people who worship other gods. 

The Israelites must be reminded over and over again to resist the desire to chase after idols. 

Idolatry is alluring but dangerous. 

In the Old Testament idolatry is the worship of other deities. 

Worship practices can become idols while other requirements (like justice) have been ignored. 

Service to God alone must be the light that guides our journey through our daily lives.   

The consequence is both spiritual and physical death. 



Even beyond this moment, the Israelites require regular reminders. 

Weekly worship is our regular reminder to re-commit, re-orient, and return to the Lord. 

 

Deuteronomy 11:18-19 

We are to put these words in our hearts and soul. 

We shall bind them as a sign on our hand and fix them as an emblem on our foreheads. 

We are to teach them to our children, talking about them when we are at home. 

We are to talk about them when we travel, when we lie down and when we rise to a new day. 

 

Application: 

1) Remember some lectures we have heard from our parents as we launched into a new start. 

2) Identify the idols in our society.  What practices do we have that suggest alternate loyalties? 

3) Name one concrete thing can we do to re-commit, re-orient, and return to the Lord. 

 

Psalm 119:1-8 

It is the longest chapter in the whole Bible (176 verses). 

It repeats the same thing over and over with slight modifications – 

O Lord, how I love thy law. 

 

The Benedictine monks recite this psalm from memory over a two-week period. 

For many of us it is difficult to read the whole psalm without our minds wandering. 

We are to practice not having our mind wander as we contemplate the goodness of the law. 

 

Psalm 119 is an acrostic poem.  It goes through all 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

So the first eight verses all start with aleph (א) 

 

The first verses offer beatitudes – blessed (or happy) are those whose ways are the ways of God. 

These first 8 verses begin to use some of the eight different Hebraic descriptions of the law – 

Ordinances, commandments, statutes  

The one who praises God in this way goes through life with enthusiasm (like a new convert). 

The laws of God are delightful. 

The psalm does not contain the content of the law but deals with our attitude towards the law.  

The law is not a burden. 

The point of the law (Romans 10:4) is Christ. 

 

Application: 

1) How does Psalm 119 change our understanding of the role of the commandments? 

2) What is our attitude towards Scripture when we mediate on his Word? 

3) What does it mean to be blessed? 

 

The first usage of the Hebrew root to bless is in Genesis 1:22 (the 5th day of creation). 

God blesses the swarms of living creatures and birds and tells them to be fruitful and multiply. 

God also blesses the land animals and humans in the same way. 

 

The Hebrew word blessed conveys the idea of being strengthened. 

Our weakness is compensated by God’s strength.   



One of the nouns which derives from this root is the Hebrew word for knee. 

The knee is one of the weakest parts of the body (English idiom – weak in the knees) 

In our weakness we kneel before God and God provides us strength.  

A blessing from God is empowerment to be able to do what is not within our natural capabilities. 

 

When we bless God we are describing his attributes – his covenant loyalty and truthfulness. 

When God blesses us, it is these two qualities that are bestowed upon us.  

 

Matthew 5:21-37 

4th Sunday after Epiphany  The Beatitudes 

5th Sunday after Epiphany  We are the salt of the earth.  We are the light of the world. 

6th Sunday after Epiphany   We are disciples who live in community. 

 

We are disciples who are accountable for our actions.  

We have a responsibility to others for the sake of the good of the community. 

It is in Matthew that Jesus says – where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am also. 

Nothing we do as disciples is an autonomous action.  It has an effect on those around us. 

 

To be accountable to a community – 

Puts checks and balances in place.  

Church leaders and members must be aware that their decisions shape the faith community. 

We are part of a community where people matter and decisions matter. 

Our actions reveal who we are but also reflect the communities of which we are a part. 

We begin to feel the weight of what it means to be a member of a community (and that is good). 

 

At the same time (and here is the promise of the text) is that to be a part of a community means 

we are not alone.  There is no way that what we do (what Jesus asked us to do) can reach its full 

potential without the community of the faithful.  Once we realize our potential as a disciple, we 

understand that decisions are not dependent upon us alone but helped by others. 

Our world favors individualism, autonomy, and independence. 

We preach the necessity of connectedness, community, and dependence. 

Remember that Emmanuel means God with us and not God with me. 

 

Specific commandments that are explored in this text: 

You shall not murder → includes anger and insults 

You shall not commit adultery → includes lust 

Whoever divorces his wife → must be on the ground of unchastity 

You shall not swear falsely → do not swear at all  

 

Application: 

1) Name an example when a decision was made that benefited others. 
2) What ways do we ask for help from our faith community? 
3) What impact do the Commandments have on your daily life? 
 

 

 



1 Corinthians 3:1-9  

The Corinthians seem to be stuck! 

In 1:10-17, Paul talked about how they were arguing over their allegiance to various apostles. 

Then Paul talked to them about the cross of Christ as the wisdom and power of God. 

Paul criticized the world for not recognizing the wisdom of God. 

In 2:13 Paul talked about how we share spiritual things with spiritual people. 

The Corinthians assumed they were included in that claim. 

 

But … 

Paul begins Chapter 3 with an emphatic I rather than you. 

Paul makes it clear that they are not spiritual at all. 

They are competing for status and look to gain for themselves and the gospel is not a priority. 

 

Flesh means the basic, standard, normal, and agreed-upon ways that society functions.  

The Corinthians act as though Christ has not changed their lives. 

They fail to realize how the gospel of the cross has brought a new creation. 

They still act as though their worldly pursuits promote and define the church. 

Paul tells them that they are acting like little children. 

 

Congregations can become divided and distracted by former ways of doing things. 

We are sometimes driven by old hurts and old fights. 

In verse 6, Paul puts all of these disagreements into perspective – 

Paul planted a seed. 

Apollos watered it. 

God was giving the growth (and it is an ongoing and continual action). 

We can engage in ministry only when we trust that God is also at work. 

God works in and through us to bring the growth that God wants. 

 

We are to imagine what it means to plant the seeds of God’s mercy. 

We are to plant with compassion and love and justice. 

We are to leave the growth process to God (Parable of the Sower). 

 The church belongs to God.  

 God is the one who brings the growth, maturity, and the full flowering of the seed. 

 

Application: 

1) How has the church been defined by society? 

2) What does it mean to be shaped by the wisdom of the cross? 

3) How has Christ changed your life? 

 


