
4th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

January 30, 2022 

 

Text: Jeremiah 1:4-10   

Theme: Call Stories   

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you from God our Father and from 

his Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen  
 

Max is one of our members who is currently discerning a path that 

will eventually lead to ordained ministry.  As his mentor I will walk 

with him through the various stages of the candidacy process until he 

is ready for his first call.  The word call is the language we use to 

describe how we come to be pastors.  We speak in terms of an internal 

call (the desire to serve the Lord in this way) and it is matched with an 

external call (the affirmation we receive from others who see our gifts 

for ministry).   
 

Often it will come up in conversations for pastors to share their call 

stories.  Max has had a solid foundation upon which to build his faith.  

His parents have nurtured him in the ways of the Lord.  Max attended 

Faith Formation classes here at Redeemer.  Because we are a church 

that encourages our youth to participate in worship and other aspects 

of our ministry starting at a very young age, Max has led worship as 

an acolyte, assisting minister, and preacher.  Outside of church he 

learned life skills as a Scout and through his summer jobs.  And all 

along the way he was affirmed for what others saw in him. 
 

Max will have a powerful call story to share but it will not compare 

(sorry Max) to the stories we read about in Scripture.  Moses 

encountered the Lord in a burning bush when he was called.  Isaiah 

had a vision of the Lord sitting on a heavenly throne at the time of his 

call.  And in our lesson for today Jeremiah was told that even before 

he was formed God was going to appoint him to be a prophet to the 

nations.   
 

Sometimes when we share our call stories those who hear them will 

longingly want to know what God wants them to do in their lives.  

Some will even ask why God does not call them the same way pastors 

are called.  When Luther opened his Bible and came to the passage in 

Romans 3:24 that we are justified by grace through faith one of the 

key implications of his discovery was that all believers are called.  We 

are the priesthood of all believers.  It means all of us who have faith 

in Jesus Christ have equal access to God.  No one vocation is more 

important than another.  Luther used the example that the one who 

scrubbed floors at night was equal to the one who stood in the pulpit.   
 

It also means every believer has the responsibility to act in a God-like 

fashion when we engage with others.  We are all to minister to the 

people we meet.  We are all to proclaim the gospel.  At the same time 

Luther upheld a distinction in the role and office of priests for the 

sake of order in the church.  Those who stand behind the altar to 

consecrate the elements for Holy Communion represent more than the 

words we recite from our liturgy.   
 

All of this is to say that everyone who believes in God should be able 

to tell a call story of some kind no matter what kind of work they are 

in.  All lawyers and economists and government workers have a call 

story to tell.  We learn from the call story of Jeremiah and all the 

other Biblical stories that God is on the move constantly preparing 

people for various calls while (at the same time and unbeknownst to 

the people involved) equipping them for the call that will come.   
 

Few of us have a call like the one given to Jeremiah to go and uproot 

nations.  Some of our calls from God are big and visible while others 

are seen only by God.  But all are valid as there is no distinction made 

in the kingdom of God.   
 

But what happens is that we do not think of our willingness to sit with 

a grieving neighbor (for example) to be a calling.  It is just something 

we do because we know it is the right thing to do.  Instead we want to 

hear with clarity a voice from heaven that tells us the big thing we are 

to do that will encompass our whole life.  So we pray for guidance 

and look for signs and seek advice and read the Bible and search our 

hearts and then we wait in the hope that God will give us a clear 

signal (and we get frustrated when we hear nothing back from God).   
 

I am here to tell you that God also calls us to the little things of life in 

ordinary circumstances that can be so mundane that it is easy to over-

look them.  God chooses us at different times and in different places 

to do his will.  What counts most is that God is working in our lives 

and calling out to us to see what he wants us to see and to hear what 



he wants us to hear so that we can respond accordingly.  It is what it 

means to be called.   
 

Now that we all know that we are all called by God and that no one is 

above another in their sense of call, we have one more issue to resolve 

this morning.  Jeremiah makes us aware that once called we might not 

want to do what God is asking of us.  Jeremiah heard loud and clear 

the voice of God telling him that he would be a prophet to the nations.  

But he did not feel equipped for the job.  In his own words:  

I do not know how to speak (it is not my gift). 

I am too young (it is not the right time in my life). 

Sorry (God) catch me later. 
 

But God did not show Jeremiah any sympathy.  It was not relevant 

whether he felt equipped for the task.  God would equip him and 

Jeremiah was to obey.  God put his words in the mouth of Jeremiah so 

that he could speak and totally by-passed the concern about his age.  
 

It would be a good spiritual exercise for us to take some quiet time to 

reflect on some of the dreams we had growing up: where we thought 

we might live and what kind of work we thought we might do.  We 

can then think about our first jobs and where that took us.  Some of us 

ended up called into a line of work that we never before considered 

(that we never in our wildest dreams ever thought that we could do) 

only to engage in that work and discover that God was equipping us 

the whole time.   
 

I love to tell the story that when Tom and I first joined First Lutheran 

Church in downtown Pittsburgh (just after we were married) I was 

asked to read the lessons on a Sunday morning.  I politely refused 

because there was no way I would speak in front of all those people.  

Before and after that moment in time God worked quietly and behind 

the scenes to form and shape who I am today.  God continues to do so 

with a heavy dose of forgiveness and grace mixed in.   
 

Read this lesson again as God tells you that even before you were 

formed God had his eyes on you.  Even before you were born God 

consecrated you for some kind of service.  For our part we will have 

to acknowledge that sometimes what we see and hear is not to our 

liking and that is when our excuses come into play.   

Jeremiah resisted and for good reason because his calling was not an 

easy one.  We, too, may have to struggle with what we believe to be 

our call from God.   
 

If Max stays on this path to become a pastor one day he will wear a 

clerical collar to let people know that he is called.  As baptized 

Christians we must wear our faith.  God will stand by our side and 

give us the words we need to minister to others.  God will not think 

twice about our age.  God will call all of us to plant and build up the 

kingdom of God.   
 

What is your call story?  Amen  


