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Lessons for January 29 – The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Micah 6:1-8 

Verse 8b is one of the most well-known verses in the Old Testament – 

And what does the Lord require of you but … 

to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

Micah is one of the twelve Minor Prophets.   

Chapter 6 is about a covenant lawsuit. 

The mountains and hills serve as the jury to decide for God or for the people. 

God begins the trial by summarizing his great deeds on behalf of the people. 

God brought them up from the land of Egypt. 

God redeemed them from the house of slavery. 

God sent leaders – Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
 

God invites them to remember the exchange between King Balak and Balaam. 

From Numbers 22-24 (King Balak had hired Balaam to speak a curse against Israel).  

The curse turned into a blessing. 
 

God invites them to remember what happened from Shittim to Gilgal. 

God refers to the crossing of the Jordan into the Promised Land. 

Shittim is east of the Jordan and Gilgal is on the west.  
 

To remember (zākar) means to identify fully with the ancient stories. 

They are not distant tales but are living examples of the ongoing presence and power of God. 
 

God states that God has done nothing wrong.  God is constantly saving the people. 

It is interesting that God does not accuse Israel of any explicit wrongdoing. 

God simply delivers a self-defense speech.  

Were the people the ones who had a complaint against God? 

Or is this simply God’s way to remind the people of his past acts of salvation? 
 

Now it is time for the people to respond to God but they have nothing to say. 

They do not argue with God but they inquire about proper offerings as their fitting response. 

In verses 6-8 the language of dispute is dropped altogether. 

We read a series of rhetorical questions that identify progressively excessive gifts – 

1) The first question does not name any particular offering. 

2) The second question speaks of year old calves. 

3) The third question jumps to thousands of rams and ten thousands of rivers of oil. 

4) The final question mentions child sacrifice.  
 

The central issue concerns the gift – the sacrifice.   

What does God want from us?  What does God require? 
 

The answer from God turns the focus on the type of person and not the type of sacrifice. 

God requires more than sacrifice.  God calls us to live into these requirements.   



Application: 

1) What great deeds has God done on our behalf? 

2) What does God want from us?  What does God require? 

3) How can we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God? 

 

Psalm 15 

Psalm 15 is part of an entrance liturgy (a psalm read at the temple gates prior to worship). 

The psalm has three movements (and seems to follow the pattern of the Old Testament lesson): 

Verse 1 is in the form of a question. 

Verses 2-5b is the response. 

Verse 5c is the promise. 
 

O Lord, who may abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

Abide is from the Hebrew word (gur) which means to stay as a resident alien. 

Dwell is derived from shakan meaning to settle down or be at home. 

We are all foreigners when we seek to come into the presence of God. 

Our hope is to be at home in that presence and in our sanctuary. 
 

But in order to truly be at home certain things are required of us. 

The three prerequisites for entrance into God’s holy space are …   

Verse 2 – those who walk blamelessly Verse 3 – who do not slander with their tongue 

and do what is right    and do no evil to their friends 

and speak the truth from their heart  nor take up a reproach against their neighbors 
 

Verse 4  despise the wicked, honor those who fear the Lord, and stand by your word 

Verse 5  do not lend money at an interest rate that the recipient cannot repay 

  do not testify against an innocent person at any cost or for personal gain 
 

This is not a check the box list.  

These are examples for us to follow to be worthy to come into the presence of God. 
 

From Micah  God does not want burnt offerings or animal sacrifices. 

  God wants justice, kindness, and a humble walk before God. 

From Psalm God is not much interested in whether we get the ritual right. 

  God is interested in our attitudes and actions to be right as we enter the sanctuary. 

  The inside is more important than the outside. 
 

The psalm ends with a promise that extends far beyond entering the temple. 

Those who are able to enter the temple will be as immovable as the holy city itself. 

 

Application: 

1) What do you do to prepare yourself for worship? 

2) When have you stayed away from worship because of your mindset or attitudes? 

3) What makes us worthy to be in the presence of God? 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 5:1-12 
The Sermon on the Mount is the first public act by Jesus in the gospel of Matthew. 

Mark – Jesus performs an exorcism as his inaugural act (Jesus an ultimate boundary crosser). 

Luke – Jesus returns to his hometown to preach a sermon (Jesus is the savior of the outcast). 

John – Jesus performs a miracle at the wedding in Cana (Jesus is about abundant grace). 
 

Who is Jesus for Matthew? 

Jesus is the teacher of all righteousness and the teacher of his disciples. 

The first act of discipleship is to recognize Jesus as teacher. 
 

Why a sermon?  Why this teaching?  Why here and now?  Why first to the disciples? 

Sermons are not just content but are intent on creating an experience. 

Something should happen to the listener other than just communicating words. 

What do you think Jesus wanted to have happen with this sermon? 

What did he want the disciples to experience? 
 

Jesus did not simply remind the disciples that they were blessed.   

Jesus wanted them to feel blessed. 

The disciples were to be the light of the world.  They were to be the salt of the earth.   

The Beatitudes are identifiers of discipleship – characteristics of the faithful. 

They name our blessings but also what is at stake in these blessings. 

They have to know now who they are in order to be able to hear the rest of Jesus’ words. 

Jesus will be teaching them about who he needs them to be.  

This first sermon will make the Great Commission come to fruition (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 

Being blessed is also for the sake of making it through the difficult and challenging times. 
 

In the coming weeks – 

Epiphany 5  Matthew 5:13-20 The Responsibilities of Discipleship February 5 

Epiphany 6 Matthew 5:21-37 Discipleship in Community  February 12 

Epiphany 7 Matthew 5:38-48 Discipleship in the World   February 19 

 

Application: 

1) What do you experience when you read this passage? 

2) What does it mean to be blessed?  How does that equip you for what lies ahead? 
3) Who are you in relationship to Christ?  What makes you a disciple of Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

For Jews the logos was the law and Wisdom. 

For Greeks the logos signified the reason behind the cosmic and the advances in philosophy. 

The logos of the cross would be offensive to both the reasoned and the religious mind. 
 

This is the point Paul is making: 

The message about the cross is confusing to the wisest of human minds. 

But what appears as foolishness is really the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

He contradicts the wisdom of the world with the foolishness of our proclamation. 
 

After confusing all of us for a while, Paul makes two arguments. 

Paul directs his readers back to the prophets. 

In Isaiah 29:14b God said – 

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart. 
 

Paul invites the people to consider their own call.   

A few people in the congregation were wise, powerful, and/or of noble birth. 

There is a great foolishness for those who put on airs, enthralled with their own importance.   
 

But God chose the way of the cross. 

God chose the death of Christ to take place on the cross. 
 

God chooses the way God chooses to upend the status quo (Beatitudes) and to create life. 
 

Paul in this passage is stressing that the relationship we have with God is the result of God’s 

decision to come to us.  His statement is based on the fact that God was the one who reconciled 

himself with us through the cross.  Nobody could have predicted that God would choose this way 

to save us (Jesus suffering and dying a humiliating death for the redemption of humankind). 

It is not something conventional wisdom or philosophical reflection could have anticipated. 

Paul believes that the way that God has acted carries implications for our lives. 

It calls into question the validity of religious experts who know it all. 

Christianity is not some ladder of spiritual achievements. 

Discipleship is not the product of some breakthrough new insight. 

It is a bold historical claim about what God has done through Christ. 

On a hill 

Outside Jerusalem 

During the reign of Pontius Pilate  

 

Application: 

1) Are our different denominations a product of our human wisdom? 
2) What picture of God does Paul paint for us? 

3) What are some of our preconceived understandings of God?   
What changes our perceptions? 
 

 


