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Micah 6:1-8 

What the Lord Requires  

 

We live in a country with a well-established judicial system.  It offers 

us an opportunity to go to court when we see or experience an injustice.  

While most cases have merit sometimes the wrongs being brought 

before the courts are not what most people would consider to be unjust.  
 

Some of the less serious lawsuits include a man who decided to 

measure his footlong Subway sandwich only to find out it was just 11 

inches long.  Fast forward three years and the company settled a class-

action lawsuit in court and promised to restore the extra inch to its sand-

wiches.  In another case a 15-year-old boy sued his mother.  He claimed 

he was mistreated after she took his cellphone away to try and get him 

to study more.  He sought jail time for his mom and reimbursement for 

his legal expenses.  He lost his case.   
 

We understand laws need to be in place to help protect all of its citizens.  

Disputes need to be settled in an open and impartial setting.  The cases 

I just cited are frivolous and certainly not the norm.  We have another 

case to consider this morning that is much more serious. 
 

In the opening verses of Micah the prophet takes us into a courtroom 

where Israel is on trial.  Its people sit at the table waiting to hear the 

charges against them.  The mountains have seen everything unfold so 

they become the witnesses for the prosecution.  As the people turn to 

see the identity of the prosecutor they are not surprised that it is God.      
 

The Lord has filed a case against his people.  We do not hear the list of 

transgressions in these verses but they come before and after our 

reading – the wealthy are full of violence and the people speak lies.   
 

Normally in a court of law the prosecutors clearly state the complaint 

against the defendants when they make their opening statement.  

Evidence is presented and then a closing argument.  Their job from start 

to finish is to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

 

In his opening statement God lays out the charges against his people 

but does so in an unorthodox way.  God wants to understand what has 

gone so terribly wrong: O my people, what have I done to you?  What 

right do you have to turn from me?  Have you forgotten who brought 

you out of slavery?  I was the One who gave you a place among the 

nations.  I was the One who saved you.   
 

God has been faithful this whole time and the people of God seem to 

have forgotten.  Their first offense is that they failed to remember.  The 

entire creation stands witness to the fact that God has shown mercy and 

compassion to his people time and time again.  And what have the 

people of God done in return?  They failed to remember.   
 

We need to pause here and take a moment to consider whether we have 

also failed to remember when and where God has been at work in our 

lives.  What we hear in this lesson is not a deep concern that we have 

broken the laws of God but instead that we have broken the heart of 

God.  The questions God might ask of us are such things as: Who gave 

us life?  When we were in trouble or when we were lost or when we 

were sick who brought us through the waters?  Who saved us?   
 

God (the prosecutor) is relentless because we keep forgetting that all 

that happens in our lives is touched by his grace.  The charges against 

all of humanity is that every time we forget that we have a God then we 

become distant from God.  And when we become distant from God 

than we become anxious.  And when our anxiety spreads it moves into 

our hearts until there is no room for the love that we are called (and 

created) to give.   
 

It is now time for the people to reply and offer their meager defense.  

No attempt is made to counter the claims that God made against them.  

No evidence is brought forth to defend themselves against these 

accusations.  They know God speaks the truth and they stand convicted.   
 

The people quickly revert to familiar territory in order to make God 

happy.  God, what do you want?  Just tell us if it is burnt offerings or 

calves a year old or a thousand rams or ten thousands rivers of oil.  Just 

tell us if offering our firstborn child will cover our transgressions.   
 

Finally by verse 8 Micah abandons his courtroom metaphor and just 

speaks to the people as plainly as possible.   



God has shown you, O mortal, what he wants.  Do not keep asking what 

you are supposed to do.  God has already shown you. 
 

Next come words that most of us have memorized: And what does the 

Lord require of us but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk 

humbly with our God.   
 

We have often defined justice by placing it primarily in a political or 

judicial realm.  As people of faith our definition of justice is to create a 

world where all people have equal opportunity to fully develop the gifts 

that God has placed within them.  We are to create an environment 

where people can thrive and achieve their full potential.   
 

All the issues that we and others face have names and faces and stories 

behind them.  Doing justice is putting into action what we believe.  And 

we are not only required to do justice but we are required to do it with 

loving kindness.  The word in Hebrew is hesed which means a love that 

is steadfast, unshakeable, and merciful.  It mirrors the love of God.  
 

When we add hesed to doing justice it means that we do not just give 

people what they deserve.  It means we give them our hearts.  It means 

that we enter into authentic relationships with people who are not like 

us.  God is making it clear that it is not justice if it is not done with a 

heavy dose of love.     
 

Just a couple of weeks ago a man left a message at church needing help.  

I will confess that it is not always easy to return these calls.  We are 

never sure if their requests are legitimate.  We are never sure if our 

prayers are sufficient when they are looking for something concrete and 

tangible.  In this particular case as soon as I told the man who I was and 

that I was returning his call he burst into tears.  He told me that he called 

at least 27 other places and nobody called him back.  All the issues that 

we and others face have names and faces and stories behind them.   
 

Micah tells us that we cannot just send checks for disaster relief but we 

are to examine our lifestyles that contribute (at least in part) to some of 

the changes in our climate.  We cannot just do hunger walks but we 

need to find ways to distribute food fairly.  We cannot just talk about 

the rising violence in our country but we need to make concrete changes 

to our laws sooner rather than later.   

But there is more.  If we do justice and love kindness we will have the 

joy of walking humbly with God.  God has made for us a pathway that 

will take us into a deeper relationship with God and his people.   
 

God takes us to court today not to count our failures but so that we 

remember what God has done for us and then with grateful hearts we 

decide what we can do for others. Rather than offer God thousands of 

rams we are to offer thousands of acts of love for the world God created.  

At the end of the trial God the prosecutor will take our hand and will 

walk us to the seat of mercy (only by the grace of God).  Amen  

 

 


