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Text: Mark 1:14-20 

Theme: Ichthus 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

My dad loved to fish.  I can still picture him going through his normal 

routine to ensure the boat was ready, all of his fishing gear was secure 

and in its proper place, and he had adequate food for a day out on the 

lake.  Sometimes he would take me with him but I did not have the 

patience that was needed to fish.  I loved when I caught something but 

other than that I was miserable which made my dad miserable.  He 

liked the quiet.  I talked too much.  We would arrive on the lake as the 

sun was coming up.  By 9 am I was asking him when we could go 

home.  At some point my dad decided that the best place for me to 

fish was on the dock and not in the boat.  It gave me the flexibility I 

needed and it gave him the peace and quiet he craved.   
 

Before the time of Jesus, few Israelites were fishermen.  There is only 

one Hebrew word for fish and it covered everything from minnows to 

whales.  In Jesus’ time a small, flourishing fishing industry developed 

around the Sea of Galilee.  For my dad fishing was a hobby but for 

the fishermen in Galilee it was their job.  They worked year-round in 

the heat of summer and the cold of winter and often at night.  As we 

heard in our gospel lesson several of the disciples knew the trade well.   
 

It is possible that Jesus selected fishermen as his disciples not only 

because the imagery of their occupation fit well with his mission but 

also because they were a hardy group of people.  They were used to 

difficult work and long hours.  They did not go out in boats with bait 

and poles but with nets that had small stones drilled into them to act 

as weights.  Each time they fished they had to throw the nets far from 

the edge of the boat to form a wide circle.  Then they had to drag the 

nets back towards them.  The more fish they caught the harder it was 

to pull those fish in.  Plus the nets needed to be cared for as they also 

carried the dregs from the sea.  Nets needed to be cleaned and mended 

on a regular basis.   

Once more we see the wisdom of Jesus choosing such men to be 

participants in his ministry.  The long hours, the carefully practiced 

skills, the various techniques needed to catch all kinds of fish were 

exactly what was needed to fish for people.  Jesus called these men so 

they could learn how to become fishermen for the kingdom.  Seeking 

people to follow Jesus would take the same care, the same dedication, 

and the same skill set.  Plus just as their nets brought in all kinds of 

fish, the disciples would soon learn that their invitations must include 

all kinds of people.   
 

The fishing motif is so strong in Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of 

God that the Greek word for fish (ichthus) came to represent the name 

of Jesus.  Each letter of the Greek word points to – Jesus Christ, Son 

of God, Savior – Ichthus.   
 

For the first few centuries after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the 

early Christians faced persecution by the Romans.  According to 

tradition they used the fish symbol to mark meeting places and tombs 

so as not to call attention to their locations.  When a Christian met a 

stranger in the road, the Christian would draw one arc of the simple 

fish outline in the dirt.  If the stranger drew the other arc then both 

knew they were believers and followers of Christ.  Since images of 

the fish were also used by Greeks and Romans it did not attract 

suspicion like the image of the cross would do. 
 

We pay attention to such details to emphasize that nothing is left to 

chance when it comes to God.  Jesus met these four men while they 

were in the middle of their work and he invited them to follow him.  

Four fishermen were called with no further instructions.  They were to 

enter into a totally uncertain future except for what they knew about 

fishing.  There would be times after this day when their questions and 

doubts and failures to understand would be at the forefront of our 

discussions.  But as of this moment all we know is that they left their 

nets and their jobs immediately and followed him.  They joined the 

likes of Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, and John the Baptizer.  They 

joined a mission that would later be renewed by such faithful 

believers as Martin Luther King, Jr. and more recently John Lewis.   
 

We often read this story through too narrow of a lens.  We interpret 

the words of Jesus in a way that is too small and restrictive.   



We tend to make this only about evangelism and that Jesus called his 

disciples for the sole purpose of teaching them to share the good 

news.  What we also hear in Jesus’ call is an invitation to step away 

from what we know and step into the unknown.  I marvel at those 

who drop everything and pursue an entirely new life.  I met with 

someone this week who is doing that exact thing.  Just like that they 

are uprooting themselves and moving to a new home in a new state.   
 

I spent the week reflecting on when I stepped away from the familiar. 

The most obvious time was when I was called to ordained ministry.  It 

certainly seemed to surprise some in my family when I announced 

suddenly that I wanted to give up teaching at the college in order to 

attend seminary.  It sounded a bit crazy, impulsive, and even 

irresponsible to them and even to me.  Then there was your invitation 

for me to come here to serve as your pastor.  Although that did not 

happen overnight I still left everything behind and started over in a 

new place.   
 

In all of us these moments it is less about where we go or what we 

anticipate doing but it can be about the journey to discover who we 

are becoming.  Our experiences are not quite the same as a sudden 

departure (picking up and leaving everything behind immediately) to 

start a life on the road, relying only on the hospitality of strangers and 

the wisdom of Jesus.  In our context we explore all the compelling 

factors that would make us undertake such a significant change in 

direction.  Later we look back to see if it was worth the cost.   
 

An invitation from Jesus is an invitation to let go, leave behind, to 

walk away and to follow him.  We will never get anywhere new 

unless we are willing to leave where we are.  We will never hold 

anything different unless we are willing to drop what is already in our 

hands.  These soon-to-be disciples (Simon and Andrew) (James and 

John) were not looking for Jesus.  They were busy with their nets.  It 

was another day of casting and mending.  They may not have even 

noticed Jesus but he saw them and he spoke to them.  When these four 

fishermen accepted the invitation, their lives would forever be 

different and they would be different.  No longer would they just 

catch fish.  They would learn how to fish for people. 
 

Unbeknownst to them this was not going to be a new job or even a 

new hobby.  Jesus could just as easily say to those who are carpenters 

– Follow me and you will build the Kingdom of God.  To those who 

are doctors – Follow me and you will heal the brokenness of the 

world.  To those who teach – Follow me and you will open minds and 

hearts of all kinds of people to the presence of God.  To those who 

interact with children – Follow me and you will nurture the faith of 

our little ones.   
 

However we define our lives (however we spend your time) there is 

within us this constant invitation to follow Christ.  This is not simply 

about changing careers or moving to a new city.  We accept this 

invitation to follow (not by packing up) but by letting go.  Notice that 

Jesus told Simon and Andrew, and James and John that they would 

still be fishermen.  But now they would fish for people.  They would 

not become something they were not already, but they would use their 

life skills to do it differently and for the sake of the kingdom.   
 

Have you ever been fishing?  Maybe it is when we sit there for hours 

on end (if we have the patience and can keep quiet) that we will hear 

this invite from Christ to follow him.  Amen  

 

 

 


