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Lessons for January 14 – The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

What does it mean to be called by God? 

Is it something that happens only to a few or is it part of our lives as Christians? 

Our lessons this week focus on the call of God and help us understand our calling in life. 

 

 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 

1 Samuel is set early in the life of the nation, Israel. 

Prior to this time Moses and Joshua were the known, strong leaders. 

After the people settled in the Promised Land, the Israelites were led by a series of judges. 

Israel is not yet an organized nation.  Tribal wars were rampant.  The people were disobedient. 

 

In 1 Samuel 1:9-18 we hear for the first (and only time) of a man named Elkanah. 

He was married to 2 women and his favorite wife, Hannah, was barren (like Sarah and Rachel). 

A personal domestic issue became a world-changing event. 

Hannah begs God for a child. 

When Eli sees her outward demonstration of despair, he accuses her of being drunk.   

Then Eli becomes more pastoral and tells Hannah that her prayer will be answered.   

Hannah has her long-awaited child and (as she promised) she gives the child to the Lord.  

The child, named Samuel, remains with Eli in Shiloh. 

 

We make this text into … 

the persistence of prayer  

Hannah successfully bargaining with God 

holding Hannah as an example of one who kept her promises for an answered prayer 

 

Hannah offers Samuel to the Lord upon his birth. 

What do parents / sponsors promise when their infant is baptized? 

In baptism we affirm the blessings of God. 

We affirm that our children do not belong to us but are gifts from God. 

It becomes our responsibility to nurture that relationship so that it grows with the child. 

 

 

 

 

 



We return to the story … 

Samuel lives in a precarious time when the word of the Lord was rare. 

At the end of Judges, the people did what they thought was right in their own eyes. 

Samuel was in the temple with the Ark of the Covenant while Eli slept in another room. 

The Lord calls out to Samuel three different times until they understand it is the voice of God. 

 

We describe our calls from God …  

as a missed call (we never heard directly from God with any clarity) 

as a minor incident (it did not disrupt our lives so we hardly noticed) 

as a quiet, slow awakening (always led a life of service or addressed a specific injustice) 

as a period of uncertainty as to what we are called to do (message was indistinct) 

as something to be decrypted by others (because we did not understand) 

 

The call of Samuel is unexpected and unusual. 

The sons of Eli are from the priestly line and it is their birthright to serve in the temple. 

But they have not acted justly.  They used their position for personal gain. 

God does not always choose the expected ones (look at Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and David) 

Jesus calls fishermen and laborers and tax collectors to serve as his disciples. 

 

When we extend the reading to the end of the chapter … 

moving into the Promised Land did not guarantee a perfect life 

God’s call to serve is not always an easy call to follow 

God’s words to Samuel were hard to hear and even harder to speak to others 

the words involved judgment against the sons of Eli 

sometimes our call involves a change in human systems that are broken 

we are to help each other to tell the truth even when the truth is hard to hear 

 

God is a God of surprises.  

 

 
 

Psalm 139 
Psalm 139 is classified as an Individual Hymn of Thanksgiving 

The psalmist celebrates the creative goodness of God (139:1-18). 

He also provides a glimpse of the oppression that he faces (139:19-22). 

The psalm concludes with a plea to God to search for any wrong towards others. 



Psalm 139 provides comforting assurance on the rule of God over creation and each person. 

There is a close relationship between the psalmist and God.  

In this psalm the insights of God into humanity are both disconcerting and comforting. 

Each of us was formed and framed by God. 

Each of us was reverently, wondrously, strikingly, remarkable, differently made. 

Each of us was made beyond human explanation. 

 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

There are limits to our freedom in Christ.   

Freedom in Christ runs counter to the world we live in (a world that is filled with choices). 

Our lesson establishes boundaries on the extent to which we can exercise our freedom.   

All things are lawful for us – but not all things are beneficial. 

All things are lawful for us – but we must not be dominated by anything. 

 

Our style of living (as disciples of Jesus) must be lived within the context of the Holy Spirit. 

Our lives are lived in relationship to God and in harmony with our community. 

We are to have Christian integrity and self-control and avoid immorality in all forms. 

This message is not only directed to individuals but it is a call to the entire church body. 

 

We are to live our lives (not for ourselves) but so that it aligns with God (back to Samuel).  

We are to visibly show we belong to God by individually (and in community) glorifying God. 

We are called to lead a counter-cultural way of life 

We are called to a life of discipline and discernment 

We are called to cease being a free-individual and (instead) be one that submits to the Lord 

 

How do we minister to people who are constantly taught that they have freedom? 

 

 



John 1:43-51 (Last year was John 1:29-42) 

Something snapped into focus for Nathaniel (that is not immediately obvious). 

Even Jesus seemed surprised at his sudden and absolute confession of faith. 

Up to this point, Nathaniel approached life with a critical lens and with suspicion. 
 

His friends said – We have found the man about whom Moses and the prophets wrote. 

Nathaniel doubted it and rationalized that nothing good could come out of Nazareth. 
 

When he saw Jesus … 

Jesus greeted him generously as a man in whom there is no deceit. 

At first, Nathaniel responded with suspicion – Where did you get to know me? 

And Jesus told him he saw him under the fig tree before Philip called him (Psalm 139). 

 

Then this man who tended to be negative is suddenly overwhelmingly positive in his declaration. 

If Nathaniel (of all people) can trust that Jesus is who he says he is …  

then his faith has overcome all suspicion 

there is something about that fig tree remark that made who Jesus is clear for Nathaniel. 
 

We are not privy to what exactly transformed Nathaniel’s view of Jesus.  

But such epiphanies come to different people in different ways. 

Epiphanies tend to transform people. 

 

Story from Martin Luther King, Jr. – Stride Toward Freedom 

I was ready to give up.  With my cup of coffee sitting untouched before me, I tried to think of 

a way to move out of the picture without appearing a coward. In this state of exhaustion, 

when my courage had all but gone, I decided to take my problem to God.  With my head in 

my hands, I bowed over the kitchen table and prayed aloud. 
 

The words I spoke to God that midnight are still vivid in my memory.   

I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right.  But now I am afraid.  The people are 

looking to me for leadership, and if I stand before them without strength and courage, they 

too will falter.   

I am at the end of my powers.  

I have nothing left.  

I have come to the point where I cannot face it alone. 
 

At that moment, I experienced the presence of the Divine as I had never experienced God 

before.  It seemed as though I could hear the quiet assurance of an inner voice saying:  

Stand up for justice, stand up for truth. 

God will be at your side forever. 
 

Almost at once my fears began to go.  

My uncertainty disappeared. I was ready to face anything. 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was changed by this epiphany. 

Nathaniel’s epiphany, in which he suddenly could see clearly who Jesus was, changed him. 

 

An epiphany of God allowed something new to snap into focus for both men.  

That newness changed their lives and it can change our lives. 


