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Ephesians 3 

 

Brief Overview:  

 

 In this third chapter of Ephesians, Paul continues to share with the church in Ephesus as 

he did in the first two chapters the good news of the glory and promise of God offered through 

Christ.  In this chapter, Paul begins by offering his qualifications of sort as an apostle and 

prophet of the divine mystery.  He talks about God’s grace being offered to him and how it is his 

call to share this grace with the Gentile people.  The chapter concludes with Paul offering a 

prayer for strength through the spirit and a word of praise in thanksgiving to God.  

 

Chapter Outline: 

 

Vss. 1-13: The Revealing of the Mystery of God 

 

I. Vss. 1 – 4: Paul identifies himself as a prisoner of Christ.  A term stemming from his 

conversion on road to Damascus where he was assigned by Jesus to be the apostle to the 

ethnos or nations (Gentiles).  At this point of conversion Christ revealed to Paul the 

“mystery” of God which has been done for the benefit of the Gentile people.  

 

II. Vss. 5 – 6: The “mystery” of God that was revealed to Paul was once hidden but has been 

made know through the Holy Spirit to the prophets and apostles.  This “mystery,” 

according to Paul, is that the Gentile people are to be fellow heirs and members of the 

body of Christ.  The Greek used is synkleronoma which broken down mean “with” “heir” 

identifying them as joint heirs with the Jewish people of the promises made known 

through Christ.  

 

III. Vss. 7 – 8a: Paul identifies his role in sharing this “mystery” to be that of a minister or 

servant.  The Greek word to describe Paul’s role is that of diakinos or servant.  This word 

is where we in English get the title of Deacon. The role diakinos was understood to be a 

humble position which Paul highlight as he calls himself “least among the saints.”   

 

IV. Vss. 8b – 11: As a diakinos Paul has been charged with sharing the unsearchable/ 

unfathomable/ incomprehensible riches of Christ.  This identifies, yes, that which is heard 

but also hints to the riches of Christ that elicits all the five senses.  Through this sharing, 

all will know πολυποίκιλος σοφία θεοῦ (the manifold wisdom of God).  Polupoikilos 

identifies the magnitude of variety that is the wisdom of God.   

 

V. Vss. 12 – 13: Having such boldness through this gift from Christ.  Paul asks that the 

Gentiles do not lose heart regardless of the suffering he is enduring for their sake.  

 

Vss. 14-21: A prayer for Spiritual Strength  

 

I. Vss. 14 – 15: In thanksgiving for God’s grace to the Gentiles Paul bend’s his knee in a 

prayer of thanksgiving.  Bending of a knee signifies devout and almost extreme prayer as 

the common practice of that time was to prayer standing up.  
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II. Vss. 16 – 19: Paul offers the prayerful petition to God that the Gentiles would be 

strengthened by the power (dumanis) of the spirit of God.  Dunamis which is where we 

get dynamite in English tells of a magnificent power that is the Spirit.  He prays that this 

dunamis of God’s Spirit would dwell in their hearts through their deep faith (recall the 

emphasis on faith found in Ch. 2).  Through this faith in their hearts Paul prays that they 

will know, recognize, and perceive the agape of Christ. Agape being the deepest and 

most enduring of love in Greek.  

 

III. Vss. 20 – 21: Paul gives thanks to God for all that God can do within God’s people and 

the church through Christ Jesus.    

 

 


