
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Easter Day, April 5, 2026 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
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Easter Service 
Gathering 

 
 
Prelude  Riverside Brass 

 

Gathering Hymn: #365 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Pastor   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Congregation  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
Pastor   Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
   and to the Lamb! 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
Pastor   Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
   Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 

Congregation  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
Pastor   Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 

Congregation  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
Pastor   Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 

Congregation  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 
Pastor   Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

 

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
 
 

Canticle of Praise 
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The Word 

Reading:  Acts 10:34-43  
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message of 
Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.  
 
Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
    

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Colossians 3:1-4  
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.  
 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Ta-Da 

Pastor Sharon Core 

Gospel Acclamation 

The Gospel is announced. 
 Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.       
 Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10  
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is 
risen!  
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his 
feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.”  
   

Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.        
Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 



7  

 

Hymn of the Day: #376 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
“O Sons and Daughters of the King” by K. Lee Scott  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,  
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray. 
 Congregation  Risen Lord, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.  

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Music: #485 
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Sending Music 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 
Postlude      

Toccata from Symphony No. 5 by Charles-Marie Widor  

 “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah - G.F. Handel 
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We would like to thank Matt Osifchin and the choirs for the wonderful music they provide.  

We also thank the Riverside Brass for their instrumental contribution to our worship services today.  
To the many hands who created our beautiful Easter garden,  

THANK YOU!  
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Memory and Hope 
 
Easter turns the world upside down. It defies our expectations with hiddenness and bluntness: Mary 
does not recognize the resurrected Jesus (John 20:14), the good news is heralded by an earthquake and 
terrifying angels and is brought to the women of the church first, rather than to the Twelve (Matt. 28:1
-10). The radical reversals prophesied in scripture and revealed in Christ’s life and ministry culminate 
in the good news we proclaim today: Christ, through death, has triumphed over death. “The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone” (Ps. 118:22). 
 
Easter offers the mystical possibility of transformation in every moment. In this season, what is dying 
and what is being born? For our communities? For our families? For our world? What is breaking 
open like a seed to die (John 12:24) so that new life might thrive? 
 
The theme is framed candidly in Colossians: “You have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God (Col. 3:3). In the season of Easter, we are invited to allow old husks to fall away so that Christ’s 
new life may emerge. This part of the resurrection story is strange, unsettling. We are invited, after all, 
to share fully in Christ’s death as well as his resurrection (Rom. 6:5; 2 Cor. 4:10-11). Terrifying, but 
in the mystery of the Holy Spirit’s work in us, we receive it as hope (1 Peter 1:3). 
 
On this Easter day, we are honest about how God is stirring us to transformation, and we may be 
called to faithfully lament the letting go. Almost simultaneously, as we embody Christ’s resurrection 
in the present, we celebrate it with great joy (Matt. 28:8). In our desire to be hidden in Christ’s 
abundant life (John 10:10), we can even name seasons of suffering as Christ’s resurrection emerging 
(Phil. 3:10). 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346   Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Act 2:14a, 22-32 Psalm 16 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31 


