
EASTER SUNDAY 

April 17, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 24:1-12 

Theme: Because Christ Lives   

 

This is the day that the Lord has made!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

Today we stand with the women at the tomb to hear the words that are 

the foundation of our faith . . . He is not here.  He has risen.   
 

Let the people of God say – Amen!  Alleluia! 
 

All across the world our brothers and sisters in Christ are celebrating 

our risen Lord.  We lift our voices in praise of the One who carried our 

sins to the cross and grave to make us right with God.  We give glory 

and honor to the One who destroyed the power of sin and death so that 

we can live a new life.  Because Christ lives death no longer has to be 

feared.  Because Christ lives sin no longer has power over us.  Because 

Christ lives there is nothing (absolutely nothing) that can separate us 

from the love of God.  Let the people of God say – Amen!  Alleluia!   
 

It all started with some wonderful women arriving at the tomb of Jesus 

expecting everything to be just as it was three days ago when his body 

was laid to rest.  They expected to find him inside all wrapped in bands 

of cloth as was the custom at that time.  Instead the stone that sealed 

the tomb was rolled away and when they cautiously walked in there 

was no body.  Scripture says the women were perplexed and wondered 

what in the world happened to their teacher, their friend.  And then 

suddenly two men appeared in dazzling clothes.  The women became 

so terrified that they bowed their faces to the ground.   
 

Let us take a moment and take it all in.  Some of these women must 

have seen Jesus hang on the cross for hours before he died.  They must 

have witnessed the soldiers piercing his side once he was pronounced 

dead and saw the blood and water come out.  So to see no body and 

then suddenly see two men appear out of nowhere looking like angels 

they could do nothing less then fall to the ground and cover their faces.    
 

The women were confused and filled with fear.  They were unsure of 

what could possibly happen next when the men started to speak.   

With heads to the ground and faces covered the women listen to their 

every word and it starts to click with them.  Why do you look for the 

living among the dead?  He is not here.  He has risen.  Remember what 

he told you.   
 

On that first dim Easter morning (when women cowered in the dust) 

they remembered.  They remembered what Jesus did and what he said.  

They remembered the meals they shared and his healings and all those  

parables.  And the power of God became crystal clear to them and they 

went back to the disciples to tell them what they had seen and heard.     
 

But the story was so far fetched that none of them believed the women.  

Peter had to get up and run to the tomb and see for himself.  And all he 

saw were the linen cloths but not Jesus.  He returned home for the time 

being and processed it all.  Later he would bear witness to what the 

women told him and what he saw for himself.   
 

We give thanks today to these first-day witnesses and those who came 

later to keep the story alive long enough for the author of Luke (and the 

authors of the other gospels) to stitch together a rich narrative.  We give 

thanks today to all of those who believed the story so that some twenty 

centuries later preachers can stand in pulpits to pass the story on to you.  

We were not there.  We cannot show you the cloth that was left behind 

in the tomb.  Yet we testify to the truth of this gospel message in faith.  

It is a faith that was handed down to us by our parents and our Sunday 

school teachers and our pastors and the faith community.    
 

From 1 Peter 1:8 – Although we have not seen him, we love him; and 

even though we do not see him now, we believe in him and rejoice with 

an indescribable and glorious joy for we are receiving the outcome of 

our faith which is the salvation of our souls.   
 

Hear it loud and clear: The One who was crucified is no longer dead.  

He has risen just as he said.  This one event was meant to change our 

lives forever.  Enter the tomb and see where the body of our Lord was 

laid to rest and believe that the witness of the women and those who 

followed is sure and true.   
 

If we dare believe that the Jesus who died is now the risen Christ and 

who now lives and breathes and walks among us then there needs to be 

something about us (some way that we live and go about our day and 

face challenges and navigate the circumstances of our lives) that lets 

everyone around us know that we believe that Jesus Christ is risen from 



the dead.  People need to see evidence that we have experienced the 

resurrected Lord.   
 

What evidence can we give that we are an Easter people?  For starters 

we can live our lives in obedience to God.  We can surrender to the will 

of God.  We can obey his Word.  We can trust in the ways of the Lord.   
 

It is when we care for our aging parents that we give evidence that we 

believe that Jesus is alive.  It is when we show kindness to the one who 

drives us crazy that we demonstrate that we believe that Jesus is live.  

It is when we can sleep through the night even when our world is 

crashing down around us and there are threats and rumors of war that 

we let others know we believe that Jesus is alive.   
 

What really happened on the first day of the week at early dawn is that 

God showed us that God will always do what God says he will do.  It 

means we can trust the Word of God.  It means that when Scripture 

says that all things work together for good for those who love God we 

know it will happen because (Jesus is alive).  We may not know how it 

will work for good or when it will happen but we trust that it will 

because (Jesus is alive).  How do we know that the Lord will give us 

all that we need?  Let me hear it (because Jesus is alive).  How do we 

know we can cast all of our concerns on God?  Let me hear it again 

(because Jesus is alive).  How do we know that if anyone is in Christ 

there is a new creation?  One more time (because Jesus is alive).   
 

Easter has become in the secular world about candy and bunnies and 

baskets and brightly colored eggs.  But at the end of the day what do 

we want Easter to mean to our children and to those who do not yet 

know Christ?  The story of the resurrection is an invitation to live as 

Jesus lives, to share a common meal, to offer hope to the hopeless, and 

to tell how Christ is a living presence in our lives.  Christ is no longer 

in the tomb but he is out in the mission field – beckoning us to find him 

among those who are hungry and thirsty not only for physical food but 

for his word.  Christ is beckoning us to find him among those who sit 

in prison not only physically but chained to unhealthy behaviors.  Christ 

is beckoning us to find him among those who are lost, those who are 

sick, and those who are stripped bare of their dignity.   
 

We cannot (and must not) pass up this opportunity to enter the tomb 

with the women to hear the words . . . He is not here.  He has risen.   

My brothers and sisters in Christ we have been entrusted with the Easter 

story.  Bear witness to what we have seen and heard.  Amen!  Alleluia! 

 
 


