
7th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 8, 2016 

 

Text: John 17:20-26 

Theme: Jesus Prays  

 

On Thursday I started my day at McLean Family Restaurant.  I met 

with Eric (for breakfast) and in the middle of our conversation I 

mentioned it was Cinco de Mayo and Eric excitedly shared with me 

the celebration that was held here (at Redeemer) many years ago 

when Ben was our custodian.  In our gym people danced, there was a 

live band and everyone sang and ate a real Mexican feast.   
 

But on this particular Thursday it was not only Cinco de Mayo; the 

church universal was commemorating the Ascension of our Lord.  

And (if that were not enough) people were also gathering throughout 

our country for the National Day of Prayer … all on Thursday, May 

5th!  What a day as people consumed Mexican food / as congregations 

held special worship services for our Lord’s Ascension / and as an 

estimated two million people attended more than 30,000 observances 

uniting Americans from all socio-economic, political and ethnic back-

grounds … to pray for our nation.   
 

Although Eric painted a very vivid picture of people filling our gym 

for a rousing event, it was the image of two million diverse people 

coming together to pray for our nation that left its impression upon 

me this week.    
 

So (for a little, light humor): A 2nd grade teacher gave her class an 

assignment for the next Show and Tell.  She wanted to teach her 

children about the different ways people worship God so she asked 

them to bring one item from home that represented their religious 

background.   
 

On the day that the assignment was due, a Catholic child brought in 

some rosary beads and explained how he used the beads in prayer.  A 

Native American child brought in a dream catcher and told the class 

how to place them above their heads to capture their dreams that they 

had in the night. She talked about how it would filter out the bad 

dreams and hold the good dreams in their memory.  Then a Jewish 

child brought in a candle and shared how it was used to celebrate 

Hanukkah.  And the last student pulled something out of his bag and 

said – I am Southern Baptist and I brought a chicken casserole.  
 

Imagine on this one day out of the entire year / that we experience 

Catholics, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Native Americans, Mexicans, 

Jewish people, Mormons, and Southern Baptists (just to name a few) 

all praying for our nation.  So I was curious and I went to the National 

Day of Prayer website and reviewed the available resources and I also 

read the common prayer to be used by everyone last Thursday.  And 

(for me) it was a bit too negative and too condemning.  It talked about 

darkness, storms, weaknesses, grief, despair, and confusion.  It lifted 

up terrorism and war and how we are living in a time of uncertainty 

… all of which are true.  We cannot deny that we have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.  Neither can we say that we are blameless 

in some of what we see happening in our nation.   
 

But as I was reviewing these materials, I was also studying our gospel 

lesson from John 17 and that seemed a lot more hopeful.  In this 

chapter Jesus is praying an intimate prayer directed to God, his Father 

and we have the privilege of overhearing his words.  It is like we are 

this little fly on the wall that cannot be seen but we can hear.  Later 

Jesus will bare his soul to God in the Garden of Gethsemane and he 

will cry in anguish from the cross but it is only here that we get an 

entire chapter dedicated to Jesus praying directly to his heavenly 

Father.  And we already know that this is a pivotal moment in his life 

so that makes this prayer even more significant.  And so I poured over 

these verses to gain insights from Christ (himself) on how to pray.  I 

also wanted to see if this prayer could help us offer prayers for our 

nation since we seem to be at a pivotal moment as well.   
 

The prayer comes to us in three parts: In the first section Jesus begins 

with what is foremost on his mind – his impending death.  His hour of 

suffering has finally arrived but we discover very quickly that this is 

not going to be the prayer of a dying man.  Jesus is on the verge of 

willingly laying down his life for the rest of humanity and he is about 

to complete the work of his Father so he prays with this incredible 

confidence.  Jesus asks that he will be glorified with his heavenly 

Father so that his power will continue to be made visible to those who 

believe in him.   
 

 



And then in the second part of the prayer, Jesus does another amazing 

thing and he asks his Father to take care of his disciples.  Unlike some 

of the ways that we characterize them (unfocused and without true 

understanding and not wanting to be left behind) here Jesus speaks of 

them with tender compassion.  They received his word and they came 

to know the truth and after his death, resurrection, and ascension they 

will be the ones who will proclaim the good news of God through 

Christ to the world.  So he asks his Father to protect them and to 

guard them from the evil one.  
  

And then in the third section of the prayer, Jesus expands his prayer 

concerns to include us – all of us who come to believe in him because 

of the work of the disciples.  It is very important to know that a 

different Greek word is used in this third section.  Jesus is no longer 

asking for something, he deeply desires that his Father will make us 

one with him and that we will see his glory.     
 

Jesus taught us to pray what we call the Lord’s Prayer but here we 

have something much more intimate.  For me, the importance of this 

prayer is that it reminds us first (and always) to keep ourselves 

centered on God through Christ and not to be distracted by what we 

see happening in the world.  Our unity and our oneness start here.  

Following the example of Jesus Christ we pray in thanksgiving for the 

gift of faith – a faith that enables us to believe in God through Christ 

and a faith that assures us that the power of God will prevail for our 

nation and for this world.   
 

And it is equally important for us to see and experience the power of 

God made visible!  We (as a diverse group of people) need to gather 

more than on the National Day of Prayer to stand with people who 

are discriminated against for any reason.  We need to be with those 

who hunger.  We need to search for those who thirst for the truth.  

And we need to be the hands and feet of Christ who proclaim the 

good news of his love to all people. 
 

The oneness that Jesus talks about means we will not only serve as 

witnesses to the world but we will bear witness to the love of God and 

make visible and tangible that love.  In this prayer Jesus is entrusting 

our hope for the future in the hands of God.  Jesus is holding God 

accountable to his promises so that even when we mess up, we can 

still stand firm in our faith. 

John 17 is a really powerful passage in Scripture so when I was all 

done with my studies, I thought about what our intimate prayer to 

God would look like in light of our desire to pray for our nation that is 

in a pivotal moment.  Not unlike the National Day of Prayer materials 

I would ask for forgiveness for any part we have played in the 

uncertainty of the times.  I would ask for the strength to keep his word 

which includes love of God and love of neighbor.  And I would desire 

for that same power to be made visible to our nation and to the world 

through our acts of love.   
 

And at the end of the day, the image of two million diverse people 

coming together to pray for our nation left its impression upon me but 

so did the image of Christ standing with us as we care for the people 

in our nation and for those who are our neighbors.  I imagined what it 

would be like if those two million diverse people joined two million 

more people to gather every day to pray for the common good of all.  

Amen     
 


