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It is Memorial Day weekend and we set aside this time to remember 

and honor all the men and women who have died while serving in the 

United States Armed Forces.  When I take the time to visit places like 

Arlington Cemetery and the DC War Memorial and the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial, I stand in respectful silence and read the names 

listed on its walls and/or on the headstones.  And as I stand there I 

also long for and pray for peace and freedom.  I pray for the day when 

there will be an end to any kind of armed conflict and I pray for the 

day when every human being will be treated with equity.   
 

Over the years it is the job of the President of the United States to 

issue a proclamation calling upon Americans to observe Memorial 

Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace.  I was struck with the 

wording of the proclamation and I have to wonder what a permanent 

peace would look like in our world today.  Is it even possible for us to 

live in a perfect state of happiness and freedom all the time?  Is it 

even probable that all people (of all nations) could live their lives 

without the fear and threat of violence?  Even these ideals are tainted 

by differences of opinion on how we can get from where we are now 

to such an ideal state of being.  For some it would take an act of war 

(which seems counter-intuitive to what we hope to accomplish) while 

for others it would mean a much more passive approach.   
 

The ideal world we long for is described for us in the reading from 

Revelation in a very beautiful way.  In this radiant vision we see the 

bright light of God shine on everything.  The rivers and waters that 

flow freely are no longer polluted.  Trees bear succulent fruit.  And in 

the midst of that scene it is God who brings about the healing of all 

nations. 
 

With such a strong vision before us, we turn to our gospel reading to 

help us think about the possibility of a lasting peace.  It is yet another 

clear example of how Scripture is the living Word as it relates 

concretely to us on this national holiday weekend. 
 

Peace is often defined as the absence of war or the absence of fear or 

the absence of anger.  It is the word we use when we want to turn that 

negative energy into something that offers healing and wholeness.  

Every week our prayers in worship include peaceful resolutions in 

areas of the world that have seen violence and bloodshed.  We pray 

for peace in our own country when tensions run high.  We pray for 

peace in our homes when issues are not addressed which leads family 

members to ignore each other as if they were strangers.   
 

We just want peace of mind, right?  We want to know that in the end 

it will all turn out the way we hoped it would.  We want to feel safe 

and secure when threatened by forces outside of our control.  We do 

not want to be in a perpetual state of worry.  
 

But it occurred to me on reading and re-reading these words of Jesus 

that he is offering us peace (not as the absence of something negative) 

but as a gift on its own.  In the words of Jesus he is offering us his 

peace – a peace that the world does not (and cannot) give.   
 

According to the gospel of John, the timing of this gift tells us a lot 

about the nature of the gift.  It is the night of his betrayal, the evening 

when Jesus will be handed over to those who hate him and who will 

take him away to be executed.  Jesus and his disciples are about to 

face the most difficult and challenging days of their lives and yet 

Jesus (in a state of peace) offers that same peace to his disciples as a 

pure gift.  
 

It is his peace that I seek for myself and for you and for our nation 

and for this world (a peace that transcends anything that this world 

can throw at us).  As demonstrated to us by Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, it is what happens to us when we pray that God will 

control all the things that we worry about or feel stressed about.  We 

know the list!  We stress and worry about our jobs, our children, what 

college our children will attend, our health, the health of our loved 

ones, and our finances.  We worry about the state of our nation and 

we fear any sign of another world war.   
 

All of those things are real and when we turn them over to God we are 

telling God that we recognize our limits and we want God to help us.  

Knowing our limitations we can then place ourselves, our loved ones, 

our fortunes, and our futures into the hands of God.   



We pray to God for our country and for the nations of the world, and 

in response God offers us peace, a peace that allows us to see our 

troubles in a way that allows the light of God to touch it.  It lifts us 

out of the darkness.  It makes the words of Jesus come alive when he 

tells us not to let our hearts be troubled.  We are to believe in God and 

believe in him.  We are to take our burdens and place them on his 

shoulders because Jesus told us he will carry our load.   
 

In our world we are taught we have to work hard so we can have all 

the things we desire in life.  We are taught to look out for ourselves 

which puts us in a constant competition with others.  All of that leads 

us away from a peaceful life.  But Jesus gives differently than the 

world gives.  Jesus gives freely with the hope that transformed by this 

peace we might pass it on and give it to others.   
 

In the tradition of the Christian church we share the peace every time 

we worship.  We turn to the people around us and shake their hand or 

wave to them in a friendly greeting.  Some people dare to cross the 

aisle and go over to the other side.  Articles have been written to 

discourage pastors from letting this part of our liturgy go on too long.  

It was noted that in some congregations the sharing of the peace can 

last up to 20 minutes. 
 

So why do we do it?  And does it have anything to do with the gift of 

peace Jesus offers to his disciples? 
 

In the liturgical books we pastors use to develop our services, the 

sharing of the peace is placed after we hear the Word of God and 

after the prayers because it is in those things that we can then offer to 

each other the peace of Christ.  As we pray for peace in the church, in 

the world, and for all those in need then we offer peace and 

reconciliation to each other.  It is not a human peace we offer but the 

peace which is possible through Christ.   
 

After our prayers today we will turn and extend a sign of peace to 

those around us.  Let it be more than just a friendly gesture.  Let the 

words – the peace of Christ be with you – be filled with the same hope 

that Jesus offered to his disciples the night he was betrayed.   

 

 

It is Memorial Day weekend.  It is the time we set aside to remember 

and honor all the men and women who have died while serving in the 

United States Armed Forces. We should continue to pray for the day 

when there will be an end to any kind of armed conflict and for the 

day when every human being will be treated with equity.  We should 

continue to pray for a permanent peace.  It is the peace of Christ that 

will heal our nation and the nations of the world.  Amen  

 


