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Text: Acts 8:26-40 

Theme:  The Ethiopian Eunuch   

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

We just heard a great gospel lesson as we continue to celebrate Easter.  

It is a parable about a vine and some branches, about Jesus and how 

he is connected to us and to our life in the church.  It is about bearing 

fruit (you and me bearing fruit) in order to bring the good news of 

Jesus Christ to the world.  And the lesson from Acts shows us how to 

do it in a most curious way.  
 

In a journal for investigative reporters some wise advice was offered 

to new recruits.  If they wanted to find a story that would excite their 

readers they needed to leave the newsroom.  They were not going  to 

find stories sitting behind a desk or while in a morning meeting or 

while on some conference call.  They were to go and find the most 

interesting people and sit with them and engage them in conversation.   
 

In the lesson from Acts the Holy Spirit helped Philip (a new deacon to 

the church) find one of those interesting people.  We can tell Philip 

was new because as soon as the angel of the Lord told him to get up 

and go he responded immediately.  He followed the instructions of the 

angel exactly and went by way of this wilderness road.  While on this 

path he saw a man traveling in a chariot.  The Spirit told Philip to go 

over to the chariot and introduce himself.   
 

I love that our new recruit did not just walk over to the man in a 

smooth and polished manner (as if he had been doing this for years).  

With his running shoes on he jogged over to that chariot and ran next 

to it.  We can just picture the scene.  And while he kept up with the 

chariot he got so close that he could hear this man reading aloud from 

a scroll.   
 

It was now time to bear fruit.   

With great enthusiasm and energy Philip started a conversation.   
 

Little did Philip know he just encountered one of the most fascinating 

people we find in Scripture.  The fact that this man traveled by chariot 

attests to his status.  The fact that he possessed a scroll attests to his 

wealth.  And the author of Acts also wanted us to know one more fact 

about this man because he mentioned it five different times.  The man 

was a eunuch, a castrated male.  
 

Being a eunuch was not that unusual for his position in the queen’s 

court but it is what makes him interesting.  He had been in Jerusalem 

to worship and was on his way home.  Was he a Jew or a Gentile 

interested in Judaism?  Either way was problematic.  As a Jewish 

eunuch he could not gain access to the temple based on a law stated in 

Deuteronomy 23.  As a curious Gentile he could not get beyond the 

court reserved for such people.  What makes him interesting is that he 

appears to be an outsider to the faith he seeks to embrace.  Yet he is 

not deterred.  He is reading a scroll from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

When people who know nothing about the Bible pick it up for the first 

time and want to read it from front to back (by themselves) (starting 

in Genesis and going straight through to Revelation) I caution them 

that it is a worthy exercise (but still a challenge).  I know that it will 

not take long for most people (not all) to give up especially when they 

go it alone.  We can get through Genesis and we can get through 

Exodus but then there is Leviticus (and all the laws and regulations).  

And what follows Leviticus is Numbers and it has been well titled 

because chapter after chapter is filled with census data.  When we 

read the Bible in a year as a congregation we held sessions along the 

way to answer all the questions we had about Scripture.  It is worthy 

of our time but challenging when we go it alone.   
 

Maybe with the same thought in mind Philip was curious as to what 

the eunuch was reading.  It was not any of the ones we often turn to in 

Isaiah like from Chapter 40 that starts with – Comfort, O comfort my 

people, says our God.  It was not the one in Chapter 43 that reads – 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by name and 

you are mine.  Instead the eunuch was reading Isaiah 52 otherwise 

known the Song of the Suffering Servant.  He was reading a story 

about an injustice, cruelty, suffering, and death.   
 

Once Philip heard the words he acted quickly.   

He asked the eunuch – Do you understand what you are reading?   



And the eunuch answered – How can I (unless someone guides me)? 
 

In the message to the children this morning I asked each of us to think 

about who helped us understand what is in the Bible.  I can still 

picture my mother sitting next to me as she read a Bible story to me 

every morning.  I recall teachers and mentors in the faith, other 

pastors, and those who attend our Bible studies.  We learn together 

the truth of the gospel message.  We struggle together through those 

difficult passages and rejoice when the good news is so clear.   
 

I just hinted on what comes next in the story that is important for us to 

know as new recruits to our fruit bearing mission.  The eunuch invited 

Philip to get in the chariot and sit beside him.  Philip accepted the 

invitation and there they sat, reading the Bible, and interpreting its 

meaning.  It is a wonderful image of the church (side-by-side) (guides 

to one another).  And when the perplexed eunuch wanted to know the 

identity of this suffering servant, Philip shared with him about the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For the early church this 

passage described Jesus and could be no other.   
 

Having heard the good news about Jesus, we hear the emotion behind 

the next question – Look, here is some water!  What is to prevent me 

from being baptized?  I hear in this question a defining moment in his 

new life of faith.  He wanted to be connected.  He wanted to be part of 

the community that was gathering around a crucified and risen Christ.  

He wanted to know if there was anything about him that would stand 

in his way to becoming a full participant in the life of the church.   
 

When I served in Pittsburgh I was one of the clergy who ministered to 

those in prison.  The old jail was quite daunting.  On a given Sunday a 

group of us would be escorted by armed guards to the center of the 

facility.  As we looked up there were armed guards peering down on 

us from all five floors and from all corners of the building.  In front of 

us there were about two hundred inmates wanting to hear the Word of 

God.  The Spirit certainly sent us to a place where we would meet the 

most interesting people.  The crimes perpetrated by these men were 

sometimes serious enough for them to be chained to benches.  At the 

end of the services those who desired to be baptized came forward.   
 

We did not put any barriers in their way.  We did not drill them on the 

Small Catechism.  We did not tell them they had to attend any classes.  

They heard about Jesus Christ, they saw the water, and they wanted to 

be connected to the vine.  For the eunuch, for the prisoners, for any of 

us wanting to know if there are any limitations we are reminded of 

Romans 8 which states that there is nothing that will separate us from 

the love of God that we know through Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 

Our lesson ends with the two men going down into the water.  Philip 

baptized the eunuch and then the Spirit snatched Philip away.  His 

work was done here but in the next verse the new recruit, Philip, 

found himself at another city ready to bear fruit and ready to talk 

about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 

Our lesson this morning is much more than a conversion story about a 

eunuch.  It is the conversion of the church.  It is about connecting 

people and telling others a story that leads to a new life.  It is about 

removing barriers.  It is about waiting to be whisked off by the Spirit 

to go to unexpected places to meet the most interesting people.  Amen  

 


