
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 1, 2022 

 

Text: John 21:1-19 

Theme: Do You Love Me? 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  

 

In my sermon last Sunday I made a reference to a novel called A Prayer 

for Owen Meany that was written by John Irving.  On this Sunday let 

me start with another book I just finished that was recommended by 

one of our members.  It is entitled The Midnight Library by Matt Haig.  
 

As the story opens we learn that the main character, Nora Seed, was 

quite despondent about her life and found herself in this mystical 

library, a place between life and death.  She was told by the librarian to 

read a Book of Regrets that recounted all of Nora’s disappointments.  

But then she got the chance to open up other books that allowed her to 

play out different future scenarios.  It allowed her to see how her life 

would unfold if she followed a different path based on her interests (if 

she were to become a climate change expert or an Olympic swimmer 

or a member of a famous band).  All of her options were based on the 

future.  She could not redo the past.         
 

In the book Nora says – It is not the lives we regret not living that are 

the real problem.  It is the regret itself.   
 

The Midnight Library is the sort of book that makes us think about our 

own regrets. It helps us to remember some of the paths that we have 

chosen for good or for bad.  It poses the idea that if we can let go of our 

past regrets then the life we are living now can become the one we truly 

want to be in.  It reminds us of the two great Christmas stories, It’s a 

Wonderful Life and A Christmas Carol.  Both are old favorites who 

have central characters who have given up on life and yet are given a 

chance to see their lives in new ways.  All three stories have embedded 

within them a sense of redemption, of hope, and the chance to start 

over.   
 

 

As I look back on my life there are plenty of examples of actions I took 

that I cannot redo, words that I said that I cannot take back, and 

opportunities missed.   
 

What do we do with our regrets and disappointments?  
 

Right on the heels of Thomas we have the story of Peter.  He is another 

character in the Gospel of John we need to set free from how we have 

labeled him.  Last week it was Thomas, the one who doubted.  This 

week it is Peter, the one who denied Christ three times.  Talk about 

regrets!  It was a big one! 
 

We know a little bit more about Peter than any of the other disciples.  

He was rash and brash.  Back in John 13:36 Jesus told him that where 

he was going Peter could not follow.  But Peter said to Jesus: Lord, why 

can’t I follow you now?  I will lay down my life for you.     
 

A few chapters later Jesus was arrested and brought before the high 

priest for questioning.  Peter was outside in the courtyard and stood 

around a charcoal fire when a woman asked him: Are you also not one 

of this man’s disciples?  And Peter said – I am not. Others gathered 

around the fire and Peter was asked the same question and gave the 

same response.  Then one of the relatives of the man whose ear Peter 

cut off in the garden when Jesus was arrested asked: Did I not see you 

in the garden with him?  Again Peter denied it.  Immediately the cock 

crowed and Peter knew he messed up big time.   
 

Now in our lesson for today Peter comes face-to-face with his risen 

Lord.  How he must have squirmed.  We expect their exchange to be 

one of forgiveness and reconciliation.  Here comes a moment of grace 

when Jesus will forgive Peter for the ultimate act of foolishness and 

recklessness – for denying Jesus when Jesus needed him the most.  

Except nowhere in the story does Jesus utter the words: I forgive you.   
 

How interesting.  I went back and studied the threefold denial by Peter 

as recorded in the other three gospels and discovered the question he is 

asked is different than in the Gospel of John.  In the other three gospels 

the question was whether he knew Jesus the Galilean.  And Peter was 

quick to say – I do not know the man.  But the author of John frames 

the question in such a way as to point to the identity of Peter:  Are you 

not one of his disciples?  And Peter responds – I am not!  
 



In the other three gospels Peter was asked if he knew Jesus.  In John, 

Peter was confronted with whether he knew himself in relationship to 

Christ and that is what he denied.  Perhaps the conversation that took 

place along the Sea of Tiberias and around a charcoal fire between the 

resurrected Lord and Peter was not about Jesus forgiving Peter as much 

as Peter needing to forgive himself.   
 

As with Thomas, Jesus did not shame Peter.  Jesus did not ask for Peter 

to repent of his sin.  Jesus asked Peter three different times: Peter, do 

you love me? not to remind Peter of his threefold denial.  Maybe (just 

maybe) Jesus is setting it up so that Peter does not have to live with the 

regrets of the past and instead Jesus offers him the chance to start over.  

Maybe (just maybe) Jesus is reaffirming for Peter who Peter said he 

would be back in John 13.  Peter needed to forgive himself and then get 

back on track to be the disciple that Jesus needed him to be now.   
 

What I love about these post-resurrection stories is how Jesus takes the 

initiative.  He was the one who appeared out of nowhere when his 

followers were locked behind closed doors.  In our lesson for today he 

is the one who stands on the beach and provides food for his disciples 

after they spend the whole night fishing and catching nothing.  He is 

the one who invites them to come and eat breakfast with him, to come 

and spend time with him.  And then he turns to Peter and asks him the 

threefold question: Simon, son of John, do you love me? 
 

Jesus is leading Peter back to that place of simple childlike faith.  Peter 

cannot point back to his past performance and tell Jesus: See, did you 

see all that I did for you?  Did you see how I stood by your side?  No!  

Peter could not say any of those things.  Instead Jesus deals with the 

threefold denials of Peter by bringing out from deep within him a three-

fold confession of the love Peter has for his Lord and Savior.   
 

We have given Jesus Christ countless reasons to dismiss us and yet 

none of these reasons seem to change his mind about us.  He loves us 

and wants us to love him and wants us to love ourselves.   
 

Yes there are consequences for our past behaviors.  But today (in this 

context) we have a powerful reminder that Christ died on the cross for 

the sins of all people, the sin Peter found himself in when he denied 

Christ, the sin Jesus knew he would do, and the sin that deserved the 

righteous wrath of God.   

Today our risen Lord is appearing to all of us who need a reset in our 

lives and a chance to start over.  The simple question that Jesus asked 

Peter: Do you love me? is not in response to what Peter did not do but 

rather what Jesus Christ has done.   
 

He is inviting Peter to forgive himself for past regrets.  He is setting it 

up for Peter to pick the book out of the midnight library that allows him 

to live a life that once more bears the name of Jesus.  He told Peter (and 

is telling us) that he believes in us.  He knows who we are and what we 

have done in the past.  He knows all of our regrets and still he loves us.  

And most importantly we are exactly the disciples he needs (and the 

world needs) right now.  Amen  

 


