
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 10, 2016 

 

Text: John 21:1-19 

Theme: Do You Love Me?  

 

I was still in my office last Sunday at 4:00 pm.  I wanted to respond to 

one more email and make one more phone call before I headed home 

… when my cell phone rang.  It was Paula Green.  Both she and Lynn 

Ann were sitting outside in the parking lot and they invited me to take 

a little field trip with them (right then and there) to see the little white 

church that would be the start of Redeemer.   
 

It was already a long day and that email and phone call still needed to 

be done but I had never been to the original church site so with just a 

slight hesitation I told them yes and off we went to 6410 Georgetown 

Pike.  Within ten minutes we were pulling into the parking lot.  There 

was not much to see on the outside but the Holy Spirit was active that 

afternoon because when I jumped out of the car and tested the door 

that led into the church – lo and behold – it was open.   
 

So I tentatively stepped into the vestibule and immediately heard the 

voice of a woman singing.  The sound came from my right where a 

small gathering of people were sitting in the sanctuary so I just quietly 

slipped into the library on the left and waited for Lynn Ann and Paula 

to join me.  One of the worship leaders came to check on us and 

greeted us warmly.  After we shared with Steve why we were there he 

told us to spend as much time as we wanted walking around and even 

invited us into their meeting room. 
 

We explored what is now the Langley Hill Quakers Meeting House 

and as we went from room to room I was visualizing in my mind what 

it was like for our charter members to be standing where we stood … 

people like Shirley and John Barnes, Esther and Lloyd Halverson, 

Georgianne and Jack Pleasant.  I saw in my mind Jackie Grant Fried-

heim hauling water (because there was no indoor plumbing at the 

time), cleaning up inside the church, and playing the piano on a 

Sunday morning.  I envisioned Karen Devlin being taught her very 

first Sunday school class in that place.   
 

 

We are eyewitnesses!  The church where Redeemer took root is still a 

beautiful church.  The Quakers have worked hard to renovate the 

space.  The woodwork is well polished, the kitchen is remodeled, and 

each room is well maintained and well used.   
 

Finally we went into the sanctuary and greeted and talked with our 

new friends.  The whole experience was Spirit filled and Spirit led 

and before we departed we invited them to come to our June 5th 

celebration at 4 pm.  They actually pulled out their calendars and 

marked the date and time.  It was definitely a God moment! 
 

As you leave the church today you will receive a booklet that shares 

reflections from 60 of our current members.  In it, John Barnes talks 

about what it meant to be a member from the very beginning.  Almost 

without exception people mention the dedication of our leaders, the 

variety of mission opportunities we have experienced over the years, 

and the quality of our worship and music life.  Our church has grown 

in numbers (from 94 to 1150) and our physical size has expanded 

with two major building projects.  But in the midst of so much growth 

it remains our hope to maintain that same intimacy that was shared on 

April 8, 1956, when a document was signed that made us The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.   
 

On a day like today (as we begin 60 days of celebration) we do so in 

thanksgiving to God for all the blessings that God has bestowed on us.  

In Revelation 4:11 –  

We give all glory and honor and praise to our Lord and our God.   

It is our awesome God who created this church. 

It is by the will of God that we exist and have our being. 

Amen!  Alleluia! 
 

And as we travel through the decades we pray in thanksgiving for the 

gifts of the people who taught our Sunday school classes and led our 

Vacation Bible School, and choreographed our Christmas plays and 

drama groups.  We pray in thanksgiving for our relationship with N 

Street Village, Partner for Surgery, and Stop Hunger Now.  We pray 

in thanksgiving for the blood drives and our food drives.   
 

We are here 60 years later to give thanks for the variety of gifts that 

have helped us be the church we are today.  But let us never grow too 

comfortable or too proud of our own accomplishments.   



Let us ground ourselves in Scripture so that we will continue to make 

wise decisions in the future.  And let us see how Christ gives us a hint 

this morning on what that future might look like as we continue to 

read from the Gospel of John. 
 

It is so interesting that in this gospel alone, the future of the faith 

community is of paramount concern to the author and is an integral 

part of his understanding of who Jesus is.  In John 1:16 we hear the 

author say that it is within the faith community that we bear witness to 

the gifts we have received from Christ.  And later in John 13-17 the 

message from Jesus centers exclusively on the future of the 

community after he dies and rises again.  And some of the questions 

that are posed in those chapters are for us to hear today – 

How will we live out the gospel in our context? 

What shape will our lives take here at Redeemer? 

How will we experience the presence of Christ in our midst? 

What will be our identity as a people of faith? 
 

We (like the disciples) are now living after the resurrection.  And this 

last chapter of John moves us beyond the resurrection of our Lord to 

the future.  This chapter invites us to envision how we will continue 

to experience Christ and carry his work forward.   
 

And it all starts with an abundant catch of fish and a meal prepared by 

Jesus.  And it is around that campfire (when breakfast is over and 

everyone is happy and relaxed) that Jesus approaches Simon Peter 

and asks him – Do you love me?  In that simple question (that is 

repeated three times) Peter is being asked to serve our Lord from the 

foundation of his love for Christ.  The future of the faith community 

and the future of Redeemer are centered on that one question –  

Do you love me? 
 

And what will mark us as a community of faith that has any kind of 

credibility in the future is that when we answer that question with – 

Yes, Lord, you know that we love you – we must say it like we mean 

it.  Peter is not simply giving lip service to his love for Jesus but is, in 

essence, pledging his life.  Peter is telling Jesus that he will not put 

any limits on his love for Christ or for others.  Peter is telling Jesus 

that he will love him to the end.    
 

Our future here is based on this kind of encounter with Christ. Our 

words of love must be matched by a life of love.  And our love for 

Christ will be evidenced when we care for his sheep.  On this first day 

of our anniversary celebration we are challenged to look at our 

mission statement – to share the love of Christ with the greatest 

number of people – and to say it with conviction. 
 

It cannot be a figure of speech or an ideal that we may or may not 

abide by … this is the Good Shepherd leading us into our future with 

words of love that must be matched by our love for others.  Our future 

begins with the affirmation and celebration of the gifts of God in 

Jesus and we are called to embody that grace and go out from this 

place to bear witness to Jesus Christ.   
 

On April 8, 1956, 94 people signed a document that officially made 

us The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.  60 years later 

and 1,150 members strong with a building that includes a beautiful 

worship and gathering space, music suites, classroom space, and a 

gym … Jesus stands right here in our midst and asks us if we love 

him.  And when we respond - Yes, Lord, you know we love you – let 

us be the church that is indeed filled with the love of Christ and 

cannot wait to invite others into that gospel message.  Amen 
 


