
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 24, 2022 

 

Text: John 20:19-31 

Theme: My Lord and My God  

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

It has been several years since I read A Prayer for Owen Meany by John 

Irving.  The book is about two best friends growing up together in a 

small New Hampshire town during the 1950s and 1960s.  The essence 

of the story centers on Owen who calls himself an instrument of God 

and sets out to fulfill the fate he has prophesied for himself. 
 

In one scene, Owen illustrates his faith by pointing to a gray granite 

statute of Mary Magdalene that sits in the schoolyard.  As he and John 

stood there staring at the statue it grew dark outside and the figure of 

Mary was no longer visible.  Owen asked John if he knew that the statue 

was still there.  John said – Of course!  Owen persisted and here is their 

exchange:  
 

Owen:  You have no doubt that she is there?  John: Of course I have no 

doubt! Owen: But you cannot see her.  You could be wrong.  John: No.  

I am not wrong.  She is there.  I know she is there.  Owen: You 

absolutely know she is there even though you cannot see her?  Yes – 

John screamed in exasperation.  Owen ends: Well, now you know how 

I feel about God.  I cannot see him but I absolutely know he is there! 
 

Last Sunday we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ in a good 

and glorious way from the flowers that adorned our worship space to 

the incredible voices of our choir.  We heard the good news:  He is not 

here but has risen!  And now for the rest of the Easter season our lessons 

will center on those who encountered the risen Lord before he ascended 

into heaven and on those who spread the gospel message.   
 

Once the resurrected Jesus left the garden (where he once laid) he 

appeared to his disciples who were hiding behind locked doors for fear 

of the Jewish authorities.  Jesus came out of nowhere and stood in their 

midst.   

He greeted them and then showed them the marks on his hands and his 

side.  Upon seeing Jesus their fears fell away and the disciples were 

overcome with joy.   
 

Thinking about the disciples huddled behind locked doors is a powerful 

image.  We remember what it was like to be locked in our homes out 

of fear of getting the coronavirus.  Now our television screens are filled 

with the look of fear on the faces of women and children who are locked 

inside bomb shelters in Ukraine.   
 

We have heard the stories of how the Ukrainian people have used their 

musical gifts to offer a respite from their fears.  We heard this week 

that the restaurant operated by World Central Kitchen was damaged 

after being hit be a missile.  Some of the workers were hospitalized 

after the attack but they vowed to continue cooking.  Did we not see 

the face of the risen Lord in the young girl who sang in the shelter?  Did 

we not see the face of the risen Lord in those who are risking their own 

lives to feed and offer medical supplies to the most vulnerable?  As 

Easter people this is how we can choose to frame their story because of 

this story from John.  God works through all kinds of people (of all 

faith traditions or of no faith traditions at all) in order for us to see his 

resurrected self when we are consumed in fear. 
 

Back to our story: Thomas needed something more to be convinced that 

Jesus Christ was alive.  It seems as if he did not trust the witness of the 

other disciples.  Unfortunately for him this scene in the Gospel of John 

overshadows all the other passages about him.  I find it unfortunate that 

we have labeled him doubting Thomas.   
 

Let us talk about Thomas without the adjective in front of his name.  

Yes he had his doubts but in other parts of the gospels he is forthright, 

genuine, and even courageous.  In John 11:16 Thomas is the one who 

urged everyone to go with Jesus to see Mary and Martha after the death 

of Lazarus even though it might put their lives in jeopardy.  In John 14 

Thomas did not understand what Jesus was talking about when he said 

he was going to prepare a place for them.  Thomas was bold enough to 

ask him: Lord, we do not know where you are going, how can we know 

the way? 
 

 



In these other gospel readings Thomas is a pragmatist who wants to 

understand what is going on around him and who relentlessly took 

stock of the situation before making a decision.  I find it interesting that 

Thomas was not with the others in the upper room when Jesus appeared 

to them.  We do not know where he was but maybe he was getting on 

with his life.  We know for sure he was not sitting behind closed doors 

in fear.   
 

On Easter Sunday we talked about how if we truly believe that Jesus 

Christ died and has risen that we do not need empirical proof.  We 

believe in faith the good news that has been handed down to us over 

the centuries.  But Thomas needed more.   
 

Jesus comes again and stands in their midst.  This time Thomas is with 

them.  Jesus says – Peace be with you!  He does not humiliate or scold 

Thomas but invites him to touch his wounds.  Jesus gave Thomas what 

he needed to see in order for him to believe that the horror of Good 

Friday was not the end.     
 

To get the full impact of what just happened between Jesus and Thomas 

we have to go back to the beginning of the Gospel of John.  It starts 

with the statement that Jesus is the Word and Jesus is God.  Now at the 

very end of the gospel it is Thomas who says: My Lord and my God.  

It is the first time in the entire gospel that such a confession has been 

uttered by a human being.  The writer of John reserved that for Thomas.  

It gives us an important lesson to not label someone with a negative 

adjective based on one incident.  Have we given doubting Thomas the 

wrong adjective to describe his true confession of faith?   
 

Thomas missed his chance when Jesus came to be with the disciples 

and he wanted to see Jesus himself.  I think we would have made the 

same request.  And in the end we are not even sure if he put his hand 

on the wounds of Christ.  It was enough to be in his presence.   
 

We are invited to hold fast to our faith in Jesus Christ.  Thomas teaches 

us that faith is not something that will always be at 100%.  Doubt makes 

room for our faith to grow stronger.  And in our church we need to 

make room for people like Thomas because faith needs the  freedom to 

ask questions.  Faith needs to be expressed outside of what we say in 

our creeds.  Faith needs to be more than our verbal consent to the faith 

statements of others.  True, vigorous, and vibrant faith is what we seek.  
 

As strong as I was on Easter Sunday in the proclamation of the gospel 

message it is equally important to make room for a little doubt – some 

of the questions we might have about God and our relationship with 

God.  If we do not have any doubts we are probably not taking the Word 

of God seriously.  Questions are signs that we are interested and 

curious.  Questions are the basis upon which real faith is born.   
 

In a Prayer for Own Meany Owen believes in God and how God was 

working in his life without clear-cut evidence or proof.  His lifelong 

friend did not have the same solid conviction.  Instead John leaned into 

the confidence of Owen to carry him through his times of skepticism.  

On the heels of Easter let others lean into the strength of our faith.   
 

He is not here but has risen!  Amen!  Alleluia! 

 


