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Text: John 20:19-31 

Theme: Peace Be With You  

 

On Good Friday, I was having a conversation with someone about the 

recent bombings in Brussels.  I was sharing with the person that on 

Christmas and Easter there always seemed to be this unwritten law 

that all fighting would cease for a 24-hour period.  And then I added 

that this year might be different.  And so it was …  
 

Last week (from this pulpit) I read from Psalm 118:24 –  

This is the day that the Lord has made!  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

We echoed the words of the women at the tomb that Christ has been 

raised from the dead!  And with great joy in our hearts our voices 

rang out … Amen!  Alleluia!  And then on the evening news we heard 

another sound, the sound of a bomb going off in Pakistan … a bomb 

that detonated in a park filled with Christian families who were 

celebrating Easter.  And their sounds of joy quickly turned into cries 

and wailing as those who claimed responsibility for the explosion said 

they deliberately targeted Christians and warned of more attacks to 

follow. 
 

Then on Monday my brother sent me a text message from California 

and wanted to know what was happening in DC that the Capitol was 

locked down and people were evacuating the area.  Once the details of 

the situation were confirmed we exchanged some more text messages 

and he ended his message with … we live in a troubled world. 
 

A week ago we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord.  In our lesson 

for today it is now evening on the same day that the disciples learned 

from Mary Magdalene that she saw the Lord!  But instead of rejoicing 

as we did last Sunday, the disciples went back to their house and 

locked the doors behind them for fear of the Jews.  The tomb where 

Jesus was laid to rest stood wide open and empty but this house was 

closed and became a fortress.  Jesus was out and about making public 

appearances but the disciples remained bound in fear.   

And the second part of our text states that one week later the disciples 

are in the same place, in the same house, and behind the same closed 

doors that are still locked.  Jesus has now appeared to them twice after 

he rose from the dead but nothing has changed for his followers. 
 

Are we any different from a week ago?  Did the celebration of Easter 

change anything for us?  Are we living in the freedom and joy of the 

resurrection or do we still live in fear because of this troubled world? 
 

In search of an answer to those questions I dwelled on what Jesus said 

to his disciples both times that he appeared to them in their locked 

house.  He said – Peace be with you. And as I studied those words, I 

went back to John 14:27 when Jesus was comforting his disciples 

before his passion and death.  At that time he said – Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world 

gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 

afraid. 
 

Because we live in this context of wars and rumors of wars, threats 

from terrorists and threats from individuals who are not attached to 

any outside groups but who still take innocent lives – this sense of 

peace that Jesus offers is critical to our understanding of what 

happened on Easter Sunday.  The peace that Jesus offers is not world 

peace, it is not the absence of war nor is it simply to remove ourselves 

from any signs of trouble.  Instead, Jesus is offering his followers the 

gift of a quiet spirit that cannot be touched by whatever is happening 

around us.   
 

Our troubled world can be falling apart around us and we can still 

have peace.  Look at the apostle Paul who seemed to be content in any 

circumstance and who demonstrated that best whenever he sat in a 

prison cell.  He sang his heart out and insisted (with confidence) that 

God was still being gracious to him.   
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.   
 

Jesus gives us his own personal peace.  It is the same rich peace that 

stilled his heart in the midst of those who mocked him, those who 

could not tolerate his authority, and who eventually betrayed him.  In 

the midst of incomprehensible resistance and persecution, Jesus was 

calm and unfaltering, he was a rock.   
 



And is it not true … that we would all love to know how to tap into 

that sense of peace that is immovable and unshakeable? 
 

The answer is again in our text for today.  First of all we have to 

identify the closed places of our lives where we have shut others out.  

What keeps us behind closed doors?  Are we like the disciples who 

fear the unknown or whatever is outside our tomb?  Does our own 

grief and sorrow seem insurmountable?  Are our wounds so deep that 

we do not want to risk stepping out?  Or is it our pent up anger against 

another that holds us tight? 
 

And when we least expect it, Jesus will come right through our locked 

doors (without even knocking) and will encourage us to open our 

hearts and minds to his living presence.  He will stand among us and 

offer us his peace and he will breathe new life into us as he leaves us 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit.  And then he will expect us to take the 

next step and open those locked doors ourselves and enter into the 

world, no longer in fear but with a calm confidence that God through 

Christ is with us no matter the circumstances of our lives.  On this day 

Jesus shows us that stones in front of tombs and doors with locks are 

not barriers to him … he will appear to us in spite of them. 
 

But there is one more aspect of peace that is hidden in this text.  After 

Jesus breathes on his disciples and gives them the Holy Spirit he also 

says – If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.  This one sentence is often 

reserved for pastors.  It is words spoken at our ordinations as we 

begin our called ministries.  But this is not just for pastors; it is for all 

of us.  If we really want to have this inner sense of calm and 

unfaltering quietness then we have to be able to forgive as we have 

been forgiven.  I have shared that with you before and I will keep 

sharing it with you whenever I have the opportunity.  We will never 

know peace if we are not in a right relationship with God and others.  

When we forgive the sins of others (and forgive ourselves) then Jesus 

assures us those sins are removed.  But if we want to spend our time 

clinging to the sins of others (or our own sins) then they will stay 

around for as long as we want and I promise you, you will never 

know true peace. 
 

 

Every week we pray for peace in this world and we name the nations 

that most need our attention.  After studying the gospel reading for 

this morning (over and over again) I admit I am more at peace with 

myself and the world.  I trust that God through Christ will ultimately 

reign over the evil we see right now and I am more in-tune to making 

sure I remain calm and unfaltering in my faith.  And I will watch for 

ways to forgive as I have been forgiven. 
 

We cannot let our troubled world take away the power of the Holy 

Spirit that resides in us.   Jesus is beckoning us to join him to die with 

him so that we may also rise with him and share in that peace which 

the world cannot give.  Peace be with you all.  Amen    


