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John 14:1-6a 

A Place for You  

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer – Amen  
 

Good afternoon!  I am Pastor Sandy Kessinger and I welcome you to 

Redeemer (the church home for Drew and his family).  I want to start 

by thanking everyone for the outpouring of love that you have shown 

Karen and Forrest (also known as Beef) and the rest of their family.  It 

is a difficult day but also one where we come together to hear a word 

of comfort and hope.   
 

When Drew walked into a room he did so with enthusiasm and a 

genuine smile that immediately set people at ease.  He was fun-loving 

and gentle in spirit.  He (along with the other men in his family) 

would come to church on Christmas Eve dressed in sport jackets that 

were outlandishly decorated for the holidays.  It brought a smile to 

everyone in church except for maybe Karen.   
 

Drew worked hard to do well in sports and was always looking for 

ways to improve his game.  Even in these last days he was thinking of 

ways that he could help others.  If you saw the post from just a couple 

of weeks ago in Next Door he was setting up training sessions for any 

young people who wanted private lessons.  
 

Drew knew how to laugh and have fun.  It was almost a year ago that 

he was with us for Ashely and Forrest’s wedding in Georgia.  The 

picture on the front cover of the bulletin was taken at the wedding.   

He loved being with his family and with his friends.  One of his 

friends sums it up best: Drew made every day better.   
 

What then do we say on a day like today?  Drew did his very best to 

be the person that we all experienced.  He had a life to live and he 

wanted to live it.  He had plans beyond the day he died and yet here 

we are because Drew on the inside had constant struggles that he 

fought against long and hard.     

All those who knew of his struggles (especially his parents and 

siblings) did everything humanly possible to love him, encourage him 

and even protect him.  I remember standing in another section of this 

church as the whole family surrounded Drew in prayer.  And yet the 

temptations were too great.   
 

I know with all of my heart and soul that God is wrapping Drew in the 

warmth of his love and (if we can see beyond our grief) that God is 

doing the same for us today.  We remember with joy Drew’s kindness 

and smile and passion for life.  We also remember the promises that 

God has made through the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus 

Christ, that assures us that death will never have the last word . . . that 

when Drew breathed his last it was the merciful hands of God that 

received him and drew him close so that the pain Drew knew would 

never touch him again. 
 

What then do we do after a day like today?  We have work to do.  

Drew taught us some valuable lessons both in life and in his death.  

He taught us that sometimes it is a daily battle to stay on the right path 

and he taught us that everyday counts.  No matter how deep were his 

struggles they could not touch the love he had for his family nor did it 

stop him from being able to share with them his own fears.  Drew did 

his very best not to give up on himself and certainly the people closest 

to him never gave up on him either.   
 

We hear all the time on the news and from counselors and teachers 

that our young people are hurting and struggling.  The isolation of the 

last couple of years did not serve any of us well.  We all have our 

work to do to make ourselves accessible, to listen to the silent cry, and 

to speak words of comfort and hope.  Drew taught us that the biggest 

hurdle to overcome is to be open and vulnerable enough to ask for 

help and to receive it.   
 

In the Gospel of Matthew, the 14th Chapter, there is a story about the 

disciples of Jesus getting into a boat while Jesus went up a mountain 

to pray.  When it was evening the boat was battered by the waves and 

the wind was against them.  It seems like the disciples weathered the 

storm but it left them terrified.  Jesus suddenly appears and Peter 

could not wait to walk on that water towards Jesus.  The strong winds 

returned and Peter became frightened and started to sink.  It was the 

hand of Christ that caught him.   



When I put Drew in that boat with the disciples I see a brave young 

man doing everything in his power to keep that boat afloat no matter 

how strong the winds want to toss him overboard.  Drew wanted to be 

in control of his own life but he also knew fear.  He could not walk on 

the water and when he tried and started to sink I can picture the hand 

of Christ catching him and pulling him all the way into the heavens.   
 

It bring us back to the question, what then do we say on a day like 

today?  It is our faith in God through Christ that sustains us.  God 

never promised that life would be easy but does promise to stand with 

us and even pull us out of the depths of our despair.  As Drew stands 

before the throne of God to worship him day and night, he will no 

longer hunger or thirst, he will not be struck down by adversity, and 

the Lord himself will be his shepherd to guide him and lead him from 

this day forward and forevermore. 
 

And what then do we do on a day like today?  Let our faith in God 

through Christ sustain us.  Lead with our faith in God and his 

promises to reach out to anyone you see (especially our young people) 

to let them know that they are valued.  Lead with our faith in God 

through Christ and let our children know we love them unconditional-

ly and stand by their side no matter what.  And be open to the changes 

we need to make in our lives so that God can bless us with his grace 

and mercy.     
 

As for the words that I read from the gospel of John, they were the 

same words that I read when we held the funeral here for Drew’s 

grandmother almost four years ago.  In that reading Jesus speaks of a 

place where we will dwell when we are reunited in the life to come.  

We have no idea what that place will look like but in time we will 

know.  In the meanwhile, let us imagine that Drew (with his grand-

mother) wants every one of us to use the time that we have left on this 

earth to be faithful to God with all of our hearts and minds and spirits.  

Live life now according to the will of God.     
 

I promise to help you walk through these days in my love for you.  

We all will need to care for ourselves and each other with the strength 

and courage that can only come from God alone.  Death will be no 

more.  Mourning and crying and pain will be no more for the first 

things have passed away and see – God is making all things new.  

Amen  

 


