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The Book of Deuteronomy 

Chapters 1-4 

 

Overview of Deuteronomy 

The Book of Deuteronomy is the final book of the Pentateuch or Torah. In it, we hear the last 

words of Moses before his death. There is instruction, accumulated wisdom, and future hopes for 

God’s people all expressed in its thirty-four chapters.  Although the title, Deuteronomy, literally 

means second law, one will find that the knowledge which Moses imparts strongly emphasizes 

the original Law given on Mount Sanai. We see throughout the text that Moses is attempting to 

motivate God’s people to remain faithful to the covenant especially as they prepare to enter the 

Promised Land.  

The Book of Deuteronomy is broken down into three main speeches, a “song,” and a final 

blessing. In Chapters 1-4 we read of Moses’ first speech and the recounting of Israel’s journey 

through the desert as found in Exodus and Numbers. Then in Chapters 5-28 we hear Moses’ 

second speech which is an exposition of the Law. Next, in Chapters 29 -30 we read of Moses’ 

third and final speech where he calls the Israelites to recommit to the covenant with God. In 

Chapters 31-32 we hear Moses’ final instructions and the “Song of Moses” and then finally in 

Chapters 33-34 we read of his final blessing for God’s people.  

As we prepare to study this text, we must remember that Moses has led God’s people for a long 

time and over a great distance. There have been ups, downs, and many in-betweens. The people 

find themselves on the edge of the Promised Land so close to the Jordan they can probably see 

the other side. Moses,’ however, knowing that he would not enter the Promised Land ensured his 

people were ready for what entering such a place entailed – following God’s word, covenant, and 

ultimate command.  

Chapter 1 

 In the opening verses of this chapter, Moses stands before the Israelite people as they prepare to 

enter a land that they have not inhabited for four hundred years.  We are told that Moses was to 

be the ר ֵ֛ אֵּ  or expositor. This Hebrew word, which means to explain can also mean to (bê-’êr)  בֵּ

dig deeply or to mine. This then could mean that the Lord had one last job for Moses and that 
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was to, one final time, dig deeply and mine God’s truth for God’s people before the take the final 

steps of their journey.  

In verses 6-8, God tells them they have spent long enough in Horeb or Mount Sinai and that it 

was time for them to once again enter the land which God has promised to their ancestors. God 

did not bring them from Egypt to live at Mount Sinai but rather the land in which God offered to 

Abraham and his descendants. Now of course this gets tricky as we hear that since their 

departure others have inhabited the land (or were inhabiting the land simultaneously before their 

departure). We will see in according to the Book of Joshua this becomes problematic and 

according to this author “God” condones the war/genocide of the people of the land – this is 

another subject for another study. For this time, Moses tells us God is sending God’s people to 

the Promised Land.  

In verses 9-18 we hear that the numbers of the Israelites have grown in numbers and Moses is no 

longer able to “bear them.”  So, the “wise and knowledgeable” were chosen to help lead God’s 

people. These judges were chosen first by the people and then appointed by Moses. These men 

were appointed to hear to needs of the people both large and small and to protect all those in 

their care.  

Finally, in verses 19-45 Moses recounts the lack of courage and trust the people had in the Lord 

when they did not believe the spies from Numbers 13-14. In these several verses, we hear first 

good news from the spy’s reports only to be reminded of the lack of faith the people had in 

following God’s command to attack the Anakim in Canaan. Only later then do we learn they 

went on to attack others in Canaan without God’s command and were not successful.  

 

Chapter 2 

In this second chapter of Deuteronomy Moses continues to recount the desert journey. We hear 

in the first seven verses that early in the Israelites journey they passed through the land that was 

given to Esau. You will remember that Esau was the brother of Jacob and son of Isaac.  Esau’s 

people were the Edomites, and it was their land that God instructed Moses and God’s people not 

to take as they voyaged back to the Promised Land. It is interesting that Moses lifts the term 

“though they feared you” in the fourth verse. This is interesting as we remember in Genesis it 

was not Esau that feared Jacob/Israel but the other way around.  
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Next in verses 8-15 we hear as Moses recounts also passing by another distant relative of 

Jacob/Israel, the Moabites. The Moabites were descendants of the Lot who you will remember 

was the nephew of Abraham who was saved from Sodom and Gomora. Again, God commanded 

the Israelite people not to harm, harass, or battle them either. As a side note, Ruth, from the 

historical chapters of the Old Testament was Moabite.  

Next, in verses 16-23 we again hear of another land that the Israelites passed through. This time 

we hear of their journey through Ammon. We hear that these too were descendants of Lot as 

well.  

Finally in verses 24-37 we read of Moses recounting of Sihon, king of the Amorites. This unlike 

the previous verses was not an easy part of the journey for God’s people.  We read as the people 

were at first unable to pass through this land due to hardening of King Sihon spirt and heart. 

Although the Israelite people were willing to pay as they passed, the persistence of the king 

caused battle to ensue. Moses speaks that the Israelite people took “all the cities” at that time. 

Again, like is the theme in the Old Testament this genocide was at the direction of God 

according to the author. Scholars do lift up that this was not necessarily the case as this land west 

of the Jordan was inhabited by Amorites well into Davidic and Solomonic times.  It is likely this 

was an inflection offered by the author to reflect the time of the writing of this text which was 

during that of the Babylonian Exile – post David and Solomon.  

Chapter 3 

Continuing to recount the Israelites journey to the Promised Land we hear of yet another 

conquest but this time over the people of Bashan. In the first eleven verses Moses tells the story 

of capturing some sixty cities. This gave the Israelite people vast amounts of land east of the 

Jordan.  It is also in these verses we hear specifics about Og King of Bashan who is said to be the 

last of the Rephaim. The Rephaim were thought to be giants who dwelled in the underworld and 

Og was the last remaining of these mythical like creatures.  Reading reference to Og’s bed tells 

us that he was at least 14’ x 6’ in modern measurements.  

After this conquest, the chapter turns to talk about the people who settled on this eastern side of 

the Jordan. In verses 12-17 we hear as the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 

These tribes decided that this region east of the Jordan River was adequate for them, so they 
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remained there and did not complete the journey to the Promised Land. They did however as we 

see in verses 18-20 fulfill the obligation of the Lord to help the Israelites as they continued their 

conquest against the Canaanite people.  

It is then in verses 21 -22 we hear the first notion of Joshua’s appointment as the next leader of 

God’s people.  This large task was accepted but meant that Joshua would be leading God’s 

people into the Promised Land – a land that they would at first not be welcome and land that they 

would have to fight for. Joshua is comforted thought with the reminder of all that God has done 

for them on this journey – specifically the winning conquests of the two kings – Sihon and Og 

listed in previous chapters and verses.  

This chapter concludes with a reminder that Moses will not be joining them on this final leg of 

the journey. In the final verses of chapter 3 we hear as Moses pleads with God to allow him to 

enter the Promised Land. We can all understand Moses’ angst in this moment as he has led 

God’s people for 40 years and as we have read great peril. Yet God stood by God’s decision. The 

mistake that Moses made at Meribah in Numbers 20 where he misinterpreted God’s anger with 

Israel was clearly enough to not allow him to proceed on these final steps. Rather the concluding 

verses tell us that Moses is commanded to go up to Pisgah and to only view the Promised Land 

from the point. Pisgah which will be the place were Moses will die and the Book of 

Deuteronomy will end.  

Chapter 4 

In this fourth chapter of Deuteronomy, we hear a change from remembrance to a call to 

obedience for the Israelite people. In the first eight verses we read as Moses challenges the 

nation to obedience and to remember Baal-Peor. This was a reminder for the people of the 

outcome of rebellion against God. Baal-Peor was a deity of the Moabites which the Israelites 

worshipped in Numbers 23-25. These actions were clearly not accepted by God. Moses warns 

that the result would be the same if they were to fall into this same rebellion in the Promised 

Land – many would die just like in Moab.  

Next, in verses 9-20, Moses moves on to remember the promise and covenant that the Israelite 

people received at Horeb or Mount Sinai. It was at Horeb that God’s people heard God speak. It 

was from this heavenly voice that God’s people received the promise that they would be God’s 
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people (Exodus 20). A covenant that they broke almost immediately with the worship of the 

golden calf (Exodus 32).   

It is at this point that Moses also lifts up his own example of not listening to the Lord and prays 

that the people will learn from his example. In verses 21-24 he reminds them that because of his 

actions he will not be entering the Promised Land. Moses tells the people that “the Lord was 

angry with me for your sake.” Illuding to the fact that his actions and punishment were for the 

benefit of Israel.  

In verses 25-28 Moses lifts up the punishment for not being obedient to God. He reminds that 

God will “scatter” from the land to a place where they will have not choice but to serve other 

gods and eat that which they were not permitted to eat.  Then in verses 29-31 we read that 

although they will be “scattered” if they just call on the Lord and “seek” the Lord, he will not 

forsake you. Could this be a nod to the exile God’s people will encounter to Babylon?  

Concluding this thought, in verses 32-40, Moses reminds them just who their God is and why 

there is sensibility in serving God.  

Then, oddly, we hear language of three cities of asylum in verses 41-43. This seems out of place 

and would better fit with chapter 3. These cities would be places of safety for those who 

committed accidental sin. These verses are quite confusing and can only be referenced to 

Numbers 35:14.  

Finally, in the last five verses we see a set-up for what is to come in chapter five and a 

substantial portion of the book to come.  Moses calls all those with ears to listen as he is going to 

review the commandments of God with the people of Israel.  
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A helpful resource from The Church of Jesus Christ of LDS: 

(https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/bible-maps/map-2?lang=eng)  

ISRAEL’S EXODUS FROM EGYPT AND ENTRY INTO CANAAN  

 

1. Rameses Israel was thrust out of Egypt (Ex. 12; Num. 33:5). 

2. Succoth After the Hebrews left this first campsite, the Lord 

attended them in a cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night (Ex. 

13:20–22). 

3. Pi-hahiroth Israel passed through the Red Sea (Ex. 14; Num. 33:8). 

4. Marah The Lord healed the waters of Marah (Ex. 15:23–26). 

5. Elim Israel camped by 12 springs (Ex. 15:27). 

6. Wilderness of Sin The Lord sent manna and quail to feed Israel 

(Ex. 16). 

7. Rephidim Israel fought with Amalek (Ex. 17:8–16). 

8. Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb or Jebel Musa) The Lord revealed 

the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19–20). 

9. Sinai Wilderness Israel constructed the tabernacle (Ex. 25–30). 

10. Wilderness Camps Seventy elders were called to help Moses 

govern the people (Num. 11:16–17). 
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11. Ezion-geber Israel passed through the lands of Esau and Ammon 

in peace (Deut. 2). 

12. Kadesh-barnea Moses sent spies into the promised land; Israel 

rebelled and failed to enter the land; Kadesh served as the main camp of 

Israel for many years (Num. 13:1–3, 17–33; 14; 32:8; Deut. 2:14). 

13. Eastern Wilderness Israel avoided conflict with Edom and Moab 

(Num. 20:14–21; 22–24). 

14. Arnon River Israel destroyed the Amorites who fought against 

them (Deut. 2:24–37). 

15. Mount Nebo Moses viewed the promised land (Deut. 34:1–4). 

Moses delivered his last three sermons (Deut. 1–32). 

16. Plains of Moab The Lord told Israel to divide the land and 

dispossess the inhabitants (Num. 33:50–56). 

17. Jordan River Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. Near 

Gilgal, stones from the bottom of the Jordan River were placed as a 

monument of Jordan’s waters being divided (Josh. 3:1–5:1). 

18. Jericho The children of Israel captured and destroyed the city 

(Josh. 6). 
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