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Chapter 5 
In the opening verses, Moses makes a declaration concerning the covenant made on Mt. Horeb.  
He makes it clear that the commandments are the heart of God’s law and they are inseparable 
from the covenant.  Moses also makes it clear that this was not just a repeat of the covenant 
made with their ancestors.  These commandments are central to who they are as a nation and 
are essential as they enter the Promised Land.  Therefore the covenant was binding upon the 
entire community and inseparable from its religious commitment to God.  There could be no 
faith commitment to the Lord without the recognition and obedience to the Ten 
Commandments.   
 
Link to website that compares Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 – 
http://psalm8116.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Comparison_of_10_Commandments.pdf#:~:text=THE%20TEN%20C
OMMANDMENTS%20Comparing%20the%20Lists%20from%20Exodus,out%20of%20the%20hou
se%20of%20bondage.%20Deuteronomy%205%3A6-21  
 
Essentially the commandments are the same in both accounts although the wording of some of 
them is rather different (especially the Sabbath commandment).  In Deuteronomy it is 
noticeably longer and more elaborate.  Scholars have come to the conclusion that the 
commandments as found in Deuteronomy are the earlier version of the two.  They express for 
the Deuteronomist the most basic demands imposed on Israel.  The remainder of the Torah is 
an elaboration and enlargement of these commands.   
 
The presentations of both commandments occurred at prominent locations and times.  In 
Exodus 20 they were part of God’s revelation on a mountain and in Deuteronomy 5 it was given 
to the people on the eve of their entry into the Promised Land.  It puts the commandments 
above that of the other laws contained within the rest of the book.  The commandments 
represent more than just laws.  They reflect moral principles and even human rights.   
 
Verses 22-33  
The people hear once more the divine voice as the commandments are repeated to them.  They 
cannot doubt that God is with them through the words of these laws.  As they are now poised 
on the banks of the Jordan and ready to enter the land, all the majesty and awe of God will 
accompany them.  Where the law is read and heard there God is truly present.  God could not 
be seen, touched, or defined but through the commandments his presence is felt and known.   
 
 
 

http://psalm8116.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Comparison_of_10_Commandments.pdf#:~:text=THE%20TEN%20COMMANDMENTS%20Comparing%20the%20Lists%20from%20Exodus,out%20of%20the%20house%20of%20bondage.%20Deuteronomy%205%3A6-21
http://psalm8116.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Comparison_of_10_Commandments.pdf#:~:text=THE%20TEN%20COMMANDMENTS%20Comparing%20the%20Lists%20from%20Exodus,out%20of%20the%20house%20of%20bondage.%20Deuteronomy%205%3A6-21
http://psalm8116.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Comparison_of_10_Commandments.pdf#:~:text=THE%20TEN%20COMMANDMENTS%20Comparing%20the%20Lists%20from%20Exodus,out%20of%20the%20house%20of%20bondage.%20Deuteronomy%205%3A6-21
http://psalm8116.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Comparison_of_10_Commandments.pdf#:~:text=THE%20TEN%20COMMANDMENTS%20Comparing%20the%20Lists%20from%20Exodus,out%20of%20the%20house%20of%20bondage.%20Deuteronomy%205%3A6-21


It is interesting to note that because the commandments originate with God there are no 
specific punishments outlined in each one if disobeyed.  As a whole Israel’s very relationship to 
God would be placed in jeopardy were Israel to disobey these commandments.  Only in the list 
of blessings and curses set up in the epilogue (found in Chapters 27-30) is there an attempt to 
focus on the question of what would happen to Israel were it to fail to live up to its high calling.  
All along the relationship was seen as conditional.  Yet only when the terms of blessings and 
curses are spelled out in detail do the full consequences and risks of this conditional 
relationship become explicit.   
 
The ultimate purpose of the commandments is expressed in vs. 33.  It is to promote a way of 
life that would be prosperous and beneficial to the social and political well-being of Israel.  The 
people hearing these commandments from Moses had a realization (not appreciated by their 
ancestors and only learned through hindsight) of the importance of the commandments God 
had given them.  If only the earlier generation had heeded the laws of God then the people 
would not now be faced with the prospect of starting over.    
 
There is an unmistakable tension that permeates Deuteronomy.  It now unfolds with remark-
able intensity in a series of exhortations and warnings that set out clearly the choices facing 
Israel.  There is woven into them a certain wistfulness in which the author of the book reads 
back some of their own emotional stresses and anxieties: 

Vs. 29 – If only they had such a mind as this . . .  
Vs. 32 – You must therefore be careful to do . . .  
 

Repeated warnings are sounded in Deuteronomy.  Israel is wavering in its faith and is as 
uncertain of the outcome of its own painful choices as that first generation had been.  All kinds 
of unknown threats and dangers lay awaiting the people.  The only guidance they possessed by 
which to negotiate the perils they faced was in the commandments by which they could be 
assured of divine protection and support. 
 
Chapter 6 
The most striking and memorable feature of this address concerning the importance of God’s 
commandments (and the steps Israel must take to ensure that it never forgets them) lies in its 
command to love God.   

 
     Here we have a new demand that seeks to provide  
     motivation and reason for all the rest: Israel is to love God.  
 
     Love is the framework by which the author understands  
     faith.  The strong emphasis placed on all the gifts and  
     benefits God has showered upon Israel represents a move in  
     the direction of recognizing the loveliness of God.  God  
     becomes the supreme example of love that motivates and  
     inspires and makes possible a deeper understanding of the  
     nature of love in the lives of human beings.   



In this chapter we also see how a commitment to God cannot simply be presented as the 
performance of certain outward duties that will be publicly observed and recognized.  Instead 
all knowledge of God becomes a matter of searching the heart and looking inward.  Obedience 
must ultimately flow out from a sense of love toward God.   
 
The first five books of the Bible is a story of freedom and promise.  It is also a call to obedience 
and righteousness.  There can be no liberation without law and no freedom without justice.  
Deuteronomy is not a legalistic book but combines the demands of the law with an assertion of 
grace and love that comes from God.  It recognizes that for the love and grace of God to 
become real and effective, it must be reciprocated in human actions.   
 
Chapter 7 
The look ahead to a future life in the land that Israel was shortly to occupy affirmed that it was 
to be lived in light of the commandments of God.  Careful safeguards were to be implemented 
to ensure that Israel forgot neither these commandments nor their inescapable link to the 
promise of God through which the land had been occupied.   
 
Forgetfulness and complacency were clearly inner spiritual temptations to which the nation 
could all too easily fall prey.  Yet a more visible and persistent hazard needed also to be 
considered in the form of the presence of sanctuaries to alien deities like that at Baal-peor.  Of 
equal concern was the deeply rooted traditional religious practices of the people already 
occupying the land.   
 
The theological response made to this realization is twofold.  First, there is a dramatic theology 
of warfare with the belief that victory in war is entirely a gift from God.  The author has already 
provided us with summaries of how much these campaigns involved divine intervention that 
sent enemies into a panic and deprived them of the power to resist.   
 
The second concern was the existence and religious activities of the Canaanites.  The author 
believed it was primarily the relics of the religion of these people that brought disunity and 
idolatry to Israel in the past.   
 
The continued existence of such relics and practices was a threat in the present moment as 
well.  Many of the people did not regard the retention of these artifacts as hostile to God or a 
flagrant infringement of the commandments.  But the author is very fearful that Israel will 
continue to venerate the gods of the land based on their nonchalant attitudes. 
 
The most adequate explanation of this fear (and for the punishments demanded for breaking 
the rule of maintaining an exclusive purity in the worship of God) is that it emerged after the 
Jerusalem Temple had been destroyed in 587 BC.  This single event dealt a massive blow to the 
prestige and credibility of the traditional worship of the Lord God.  With the destruction of 
Jerusalem went the destruction of much that had been popularly believed about the power of 
God to protect the people of Judah.  The author represents a major fighting back for the 
maintenance of an official expression of faith.  We will see more of this in Chapters 12-13. 



 
 
Chapter 8 
The warnings concerning the threat that will be posed by the presence of the Canaanites (and 
their artifacts and practices) is now followed by a sermon addressed directly to the heart of 
every Israelite.  It is a passionate and consistent message: Take care to remember that the Lord 
God (who gave you the land) also gave you the commandments to observe.   
 
This chapter provided the basis on which the meaning and message of the temptations of Jesus 
in the wilderness were constructed (Matthew 4:1-11).  Humans could have no higher wealth or 
the need for greater sustenance than that provided by the Word of God.  Real poverty is 
poverty of the spirit.  It is also true that plentiful supplies of food and clothing may lead to a 
complacency that encourages people to think that God is no longer necessary.   
 
Lutherans talk of the Word of God as coming to us in three ways: 

• God speaks to us through the Bible (God’s written Word). 

• It is also active and present in the sermons we hear and in the faithful words that Christians 
speak to each other. 

• We speak of Jesus as God’s Incarnate Word which means God’s Word came to us in the 
flesh as a living human being. 

 
The author leans into Israel’s past to offer them some lessons.  First it is in the memory of their 
years of famine and want that the value of an abundance of food and clothing will be most fully 
appreciated.  The privilege of having possessions will become richer when it is accepted in the 
shadow of need.   
 
In this part of the discourse a good deal of historical and literary license was taken with the 
facts and conditions of Israel’s life in the wilderness.  But the wilderness (with all its hazards) 
provided the basis for important tests of character and personal resilience.  By contrast, the 
richer agricultural land of Israel will offer the opportunity for rich farming and the building of 
fine homes.  Trade will bring even greater wealth.  



It is here that more subtle temptations will arise and complacency and a sense of self-
achievement will displace the recognition that all things come from God.  So the message is 
clear: Remember the Lord your God for it is he who gives you power to get wealth. 
 
Chapter 9-10:11 
We have another brief sermon that was meant to prepare the Israelites for the crossing of the 
Jordan.  It summarizes and reinforces their call to courage, loyalty, and obedience as the three 
prerequisites for entry into the land.  At the same time it introduces another admonition.   
 
The promise of the ancestors, the making of the covenant on Mt. Horeb, and the giving of the 
law could all have the consequence of encouraging Israel to believe that it was a very 
remarkable and special people.  God was about to drive out and destroy people who were 
already settled there and these people included the Anakim (a race of powerful giants).   
Surely such a people must be very special to merit so many privileges and to have received so 
many advantages from God.   
 
Vs. 1-7 face the issue squarely and knocks away completely any such complacent belief.  It was 
not because of Israel’s righteousness that such privileges and opportunities were give to them.  
Rather it was a necessary punishment placed on the occupants of the land whose evil deeds 
called for judgment.  If the previous occupants were to be destroyed because of their 
wickedness Israel also needed to be fully warned of the possibility of the same fate should they 
prove to be disobedient. 
 
The warning to Israel that it was a people prone to be rebellious against God is now backed by a 
long sermon demonstrating more fully this point.  Israel should not (on its past record) trust in 
itself.  It could only trust in Moses and the power of intercessory prayer.  The account of the 
actual intercession of Moses appears to be given twice.  It is first reported in 9:18-19 (where no 
actual prayer is recounted) and then again in 9:25-29 where the vital text of the prayer is given.   
 
The intercessory prayer of Moses serves two purposes.  On the one hand it reveals the 
deceitfulness of sin by showing how seemingly natural and inevitable it was that Israel should 
fall into idolatry if it failed to give their full attention to the Ten Commandments.  On the other 
hand it also exalted the memory and image of the person of Moses.  Without him Israel would 
have perished at its very beginning.  Israel had been spared by God and the self-denying 
intervention of Moses.   
 
Since these commandments were vital to the obedience of Israel it was essential to know 
where the law was kept and who were its custodians.  So we have the story of the making of 
the ark (10:1-5) and the resumption of the journey and the setting apart of the Levites to carry 
and keep custody of the ark (10:6-9). 
 
 
 
 



Chapters 10:12-11:7 
The sermons that have advocated and reinforced the covenant commandments are now 
reinforced by further admonitions.  They repeat points that have already been made but lend a 
further note of urgency to the consciousness of the covenant and its law.  The demands of the 
covenant are both simple and inexhaustible.  They can be easily remembered and yet our 
human nature and temptations make constant vigilance a necessity.   
 
One thing that is constantly needed is to fear God, to pursue the path marked out by the divine 
laws, and to hold to them by maintaining an unbroken attitude of love toward God.  Only to 
fear the Lord your God remained a perpetual admonition and command.  Yet this one thing 
posed a demand that could only be responded to with the whole of one’s being – heart, soul, 
and mind.   
 
Chapter 11:8-32 
A final sermon brings the introduction to the Deuteronomic law code to a close and summarizes 
the message that has been declared in the previous addresses of Chapters 5-11.  The message 
remains unchanged: The Ten Commandments are vitally important and must never be 
forgotten.  Israel must learn to keep the words of the commandments consistently in mind – to 
bind them as a sign to the hand, to teach them to the children, and to think upon them 
wherever (and whenever) it is practically possible.  All of this insistence on the central position 
of the commandments is necessary for one overriding reason: Continued settlement in the land 
and retention of its ownership are conditional upon doing so.  Everywhere, every day, and 
without exception the commandments are to be remembered and reflected upon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


