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The Book of Deuteronomy 

Chapters 19 – 26  

 

Note from Pastor Joshua Wullenweber: 

I want to offer a warning concerning chapters 21 and 22.  These chapters deal with subjects concerning 

human/spousal rights/ abuse.  Some of the practices outlined in these chapters are inhumane, 

misogynistic, and revolting.  We will briefly discuss these chapters – mainly pointing out the sad reality 

for women and children of that time in a chauvinistic society.  Please read these chapters cautiously, and 

if you need to skip them for your well-being, please do so.  Remember, as we have discussed in weeks 

past – there are clear indicators that many of the words from this specific book were penned by man 

with human intentions.  We cannot believe that God would want or ordain such things.  

Chapter 19 

In the nineteenth chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses offers instruction and direction on the process of 

criminal law. 

In the first ten verses of this chapter, we hear instruction given by God through Moses that the people, 

once they entered the land, were to designate three cities of refuge. These cities, we learn, were meant 

to be a place where those who killed someone accidentally or in self-defense could go. These refuges 

would be a place that allowed a separation as to give space between the person and the "avenger of 

blood." The avenger of blood was someone appointed in each family to literally avenge the crime and 

uphold the family's name. We also hear that if three cities are not enough, they may add three more 

cities to prevent innocent bloodshed. Almost as if a part of this direction was for purity purposes for 

God's land.  

Next, verses eleven through thirteen say that these places of refuge were strictly for those who 

accidentally harmed someone else. If someone who committed a crime in anger or vengeance shows up, 

they would be handed back to the "avenger of blood."  

Then in verse fourteen, we start to hear other laws. In this verse, we hear that as the Israelites enter the 

promised land, they should not remove another person's established landmark. Meaning they should 

respect the private land the Lord has granted that person. 

The explanation of laws continues with verses fifteen through twenty-one, where we hear directions 

around true and false witnesses. Like in early chapters, we hear the importance of more than one 

witness in "biblical court" again. They are instructed that two or three were to be present to establish 

the crime. This passage also talks about false witnesses and the judge's work of asking "diligent" 

questions of the witnesses to ensure their accountability. If a false witness is discovered, they will be 

sentenced for the same crime they were falsely witnessing against. As to "put away" the evil among 

them. Making the point "and eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth."  

 

Chapter 20 
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In the twentieth chapter of Deuteronomy, we hear Moses move from criminal instruction to instruction 

concerning warfare.  

In the first verse, Moses reminds the people that when the time comes for them to enter a conflict, they 

should remember that "the Lord your God is with you." Reminding me of the song "Be Bold."  

Next, in verses two through four, the people are told that before they enter battle, the priests (military 

chaplains) will be there to bless them and pray for them. Reminding them once again that "the Lord 

your God is with you."   

Then in verses five through nine, Moses describes the interesting process of shrinking the army to make 

it more effective. Telling the officers that they should send home any person who: 

• has recently built a house but not yet dedicated it that they should be sent home to take care of 

unfinished business 

• has planted a vineyard but not yet tasted its fruit 

• has been betrothed to another but not yet married  

• is fearful and fainthearted  

Out of those who remained, they were to make captains to ensure the army had leadership. 

Next, moving on to instructions for the battle. First, we read in verses ten and eleven that the army 

should first offer peace. If accepted, they would still take over the land, but those who provided peace 

would be spared, and the land would be considered a tribute city.  

If the city did not accept the peace offering, then in verses twelve through twenty, the instruction was 

to besiege the city. The men were to be struck down, but the women, children, livestock, and all the 

cities plunder shall be kept by the army. Unless, however, those cities are the Hittites, Amorites, 

Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, the army is instructed that not one breathing thing 

remains. The language of the text makes it sound as if this was to again keep God's people from falling 

into their idolatrous ways. The only thing that can remain in these lands that they besiege is the trees 

that they can consume.  

Chapter 21  

In the twenty-first chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses gives instruction on a myriad of various laws ranging 

from murder to family and land issues.  

In verses one through nine, Moses explains how to handle an unsolved murder. The instructions are 

offered that if anyone is found dead and they do not know who killed them, they are to measure the 

distance from the body to the closest town. The elder of that town is then charged with offering a 

sacrifice for the slain body. A sacrifice, mind you, is unblemished and pure. Once the sacrifice is offered 

in the proximity of the wadi, the other elders were to also wash their hands of the crime in place of the 

inhabitants of their city. This seems to be an act of closure for the family affected by this crime.  

Next, in verses ten through fourteen, instruction is given regarding the taking of a wife from a 

conquered people. This instruction offers that the woman is to be held captive for a full month and then 

made to lay with the man. If the man takes delight in her, then she stays. If not, she is to be set free. 
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Clearly an inhumane and ancient practice of that time. In our modern terms, this would be considered 

kidnapping and forced relations.   

Next, in verses fifteen through seventeen, we hear Moses offer instructions on how to divide up an 

inheritance when a man has two wives – one he loves and the other he doesn't. The point of this section 

is that regardless of the man's love for his wife, the son of the couple, if the first borne, shall receive 

double the inheritance. Meaning that if a man had two sons, he would divide up his property three-way 

as to give the firstborn double the share.  

Then in verses eighteen through twenty-one, Moses shares what the penalty of a stubborn and 

rebellious son is. He explains that in this event, the child should be reported to the elders, and then all 

the men of the town should stone him. Again, another example of an inhumane crime ordained by 

scripture that in our current context is child abuse and murder. 

Then finally, in verses twenty-two through twenty-three, instructions are given on what to do if a man 

is hung for a crime. That man shall not remain on the tree overnight but be buried.  

Chapter 22 

In the twenty-second chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses continues his explanation of various laws and 

guidance on those laws.  

In verses one through four, we hear instructions on kindness for one's brother.  Moses instructs that if 

one sees their brother animals wondering way or falling, not to turn a blind eye, but to retrieve them 

and return them.  

Next, in verse five, misogyny returns with the instruction that women may not wear any clothes that 

pertain to a man.  

In verses six through seven, the people are to show kindness to animals. 

Then in verse eight, the people are reminded when they build a new home, they shall install a "parapet" 

or a railing to ensure no one falls off the roof.  

In verses nine through twelve, Moses gives instructions on three kinds of separation: 

1. You shall not sow vineyards with different seeds 

2. You shall not plow with an ox and donkey together  

3. You shall not sow tassels on the four corners of one's clothing 

In the second half of this chapter, the content gets a bit heavier. In verses thirteen through twenty-one, 

Moses offers direction on marital deception. In this section, we are told that if a man defames the name 

of a woman he was married to because of disgust, her name, evidence of her virginity, and personal 

contents would be displayed for the town to see (completely humiliating her). Once the defamation is 

proven on the man, he would be punished and charged 100 shekels. BUT if the woman is found to be at 

fault, she would be stoned. 

Next, in verse twenty-two, instructions are given on how to handle adultery. In a case where it is found, 

both the man and the woman are to be put to death to "put away the evil from Israel."  
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Looking at verses twenty-three through twenty-nine, we read instructions on how the people were to 

handle acts of rape. It is my opinion that in each of these examples, woman's rights are not honored. 

Like with much of the ancient world, men were afforded justice while the woman received the 

byproduct of a designation as property. Because of the appalling, outdated, and criminal principles that 

are offered in this section, we will not be giving it any discussion.  

Finally, to conclude this wonderful chapter, we learn in verse thirty that incest is not acceptable.  

Chapter 23 

 In the twenty-third chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses offer even more various laws. 

In the first eight verses, we are informed that: 

1. Eunuchs 

2. Those of illegitimate birth  

3. Ammonites 

4. Moabites  

5. Edomites 

6. Egyptians  

They were excluded from the congregation of Israel.  

Then in verses nine through fourteen, Moses delivers instructions on the cleanliness within their 

military camps. We are told that God commanded sanitary cleanliness among Israel's armies. They shall 

wash with water in the evening and bury their excrement away from camp. These measures come with 

the reminder that even away from their lands, God still walks among their camps.  

In verses fifteen through sixteen, the Israelites are commanded to offer asylum to escaped slaves who 

come into their land. They shall accept them and not oppress them.  

Next, in verses seventeen through eighteen, sacred prostitution by men and women is banned.  

In verses nineteen through twenty, no interest can be charged to another member of Israel.  

Next, in verses twenty-one through twenty-three, the reminder of keeping one's vows to other 

members of Israel was stressed. Language is also offered of abstaining from vows altogether. 

Finally, in verses twenty-four through twenty-five, the allowance of gleaning from a neighbor's vineyard 

or field is addressed. Instruction is given as to only pluck the head of the fruit and not the whole vine or 

stock.  

Chapter 24 

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses addresses divorce and various laws for the 

Israelites.  

In the first four verses, instruction is given on how a man can offer a divorce certificate to his wife. This, 

like much of the laws of the Old Testament, is offered only for the man who finds "uncleanness" (sadly 

anything that displeases the man) with the woman. Realistically the opportunity of the woman who is 

sent on their way will not have any further prospects for their future. In the unlikely event that a 
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divorced woman is remarried and their current husband dies, their first husband must take them back. 

Sadly, it is apparent that at this time in history, a man could decide the complete future of a woman.   

In the next several verses, Moses offers instructions on various laws: 

Vs. 6 – You shall not take a family's millstone as a loan. The millstone was the family's livelihood.  

Vs. 7 – Kidnappers will be killed.  

Vss. 8-9 – If leprosy breaks out, they are to listen carefully to the instructions of the priests.  

Vss. 10-13 – Pledges (loaned items – tools, clothing) shall be offered and returned. Pledges shall be 

treated with care. 

Vss. 14-15 – Those who work for you shall be paid. 

Vs. 16 – Each person is responsible for their sins. The sins of one do not fall on the other.  

Vss. 17-18 – God's people should be compassionate and fair to one another.  

Vss. 19 -22 -  A portion of one's harvest shall be left for the poor within their villages and community.  

Chapter 25 

In the twenty-fifth chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses offers various laws for God's people.  

In the first four verses, Moses gives instructions on how to care for criminals and animals alike. We read 

that criminals shall not be whipped more than 40 times, and their ox shall not be muzzled.  

Next, in verses five through ten, we hear instruction given on how the brother of a man who has died is 

to take in the man's wife. If the brother is unwilling to do this, they will be outed before the elders and 

forever labeled as someone who does not follow the law. Again, like in many instances past, the woman 

is handed over without regard for her wants in life.  

Then in verses eleven through twelve, women are instructed not to interfere in their husband's fights. 

Then in verses thirteen through sixteen, the people are instructed not to carry bags with differing 

weights and in verses seventeen through nineteen to justly destroy the Amalekite people for their 

army's acts while they were in exile.  

Chapter 26 

Lastly, in the twenty-sixth chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses offers instructions on first fruits and tithing.  

In the first eleven verses, the Israelites are reminded to offer the first fruits of their harvest to the 

priests and to God. This is intended to be a response of thanksgiving for all that God has done for them 

on their journey from exile. This offering was to be concluded with a time of worship – a time of giving 

praise to God.  

Then in verses twelve through fifteen, a prayer is offered for the people to say when they give their 

third-year tithe to God. It is a prayer that speaks of not forgetting all that God has done for them.  
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Finally, in verses sixteen through nineteen, Moses concludes this time of examination of various laws by 

telling the people to be obedient to the statutes that he has placed before them. They are instructed to 

"be careful to observe them." Israel offers a proclamation to God, his commandments, and his justice, 

and God proclaims that God's people are to follow these commands as his holy people.  


