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The Book of Deuteronomy 

Chapters 12-18 

 

 

Chapter 12  

 

In the twelfth chapter of Deuteronomy Moses gives direction around worship. The first half of 

the chapter covers worship locations and the second worship practices.  

 

In the first four verses we hear direction given to destroy the worship locations of the Canaanite 

people. This was a widespread practice in ancient times.  When one group would move in, they 

would turn those peoples place of worship into their own. The worship space and idol deities 

would be removed, and the conquering peoples brought in. Notice however that Moses does not 

simply ask the people to repurpose the worship space but to destroy it, so no such space exists.  

 

Then in verses five through fourteen we hear that God want’s the Israelite people to establish a 

place to worship God that he appoints. At this location, they shall bring their burnt offering and 

their tithe to present to the Lord. This place, which is unlike any other shall also be a place where 

joy is had before the Lord – they shall eat and celebrate in this new place as well. Notice in verse 

twelve that the Levites were to be included in this celebration as they were, unlike the other 

tribes, not given land.  

 

Discussion: How does this resemble our thoughts around worship spaces? What is similar 

and what is different?  

 

Next in verses fifteen through twenty-eight God’s people are given direction on worship 

practices in this new place. We first hear the language of slaughter. This is interesting as 

slaughter also shares the same root word for sacrifice. This term however is slaughter. Slaughter 

is important because no longer are the Israelite people sacrificing animals to God at multiple 

location but as we heard in previous verses only one. So now all meat other than that set apart to 

be given to God could be slaughtered and eaten - except for the blood. The blood was to be 

returned to the earth and not poured over the altar as was a widespread practice of early pagan 

worship.  The animal/tithe would be saved and taken and sacrificed at the place where God 

would reveal. 

 

Finally, in verses twenty-nine through thirty-two we hear direction around the purity of 

worship. Although the Israelite people are given instruction to destroy all other forms of worship, 

Moses still gives caution to not let them fall into following their practices. Probably the most 

disturbing of cautions is not to follow in the sacrificing of children. Unfortunately, this was a 

pagan practice that was followed by the Israelites more than once. According to David Guzik , 

the warning of child sacrifice “referred to the practice of Molech worship, where Canaanites 

offered up their children by placing them alive on a burning hot metal statue of Molech, while 
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drumbeats drowned out the screams of the tortured infants. Israel had a tragic history of 

following this horrible god Molech: 

· At the least, Solomon sanctioned the worship of Molech, building a temple to this idol (1 Kings 

11:7). 

· King Ahaz of Judah gave his own son to Molech (2 Kings 16:3). 

· One of the great crimes of the northern tribes of Israel was their worship of Molech, leading to 

the Assyrian captivity (2 Kings 17:17). 

· King Manasseh of Judah gave his son to Molech (2 Kings 21:6). 

· Up to the days of King Josiah of Judah, Molech worship continued, because he destroyed a 

place of worship to that idol (2 Kings 23:10).” 

 

Discussion: What are some items that we set aside for strictly worship? 

 

Chapter 13 

 

In the thirteenth chapter we find Moses offering both individual and national warning to not be 

deceived or led astray by false prophets and false teachings.  

 

In the first five verses of the chapter, we hear Moses speak of false prophets and dreamers of 

dreams that would come showing sign that would lead them to believe in other gods. Moses tells 

the people not to follow these people but to avoid their cunning ways as they false prophets are a 

test from God. The response of the people to such false teachers would reveal the depth of their 

faith and love to God. There is only person who they should follow and that is God. Moses tells 

them they shall follow in God’s footsteps only. The false prophets and dreamers will not live but 

be put to death.  

 

Next in verses six through eleven we hear strong words about the relative that does act to bring 

someone away from God. Moses says that this individual would not only be rejected but they 

should also be executed. This is intended to be a warning to all who “hear and fear.”  

 

Discussion: What parts of this command seem out of sorts? Why do you think such harsh 

language is being offered for this offense?  

 

Moving along, in the second half of the chapter we hear language of how to handle whole 

nations who appear to have gone down an idolatrous path.  In verses twelve through fourteen 

we hear language of not jumping to conclusion but inquiry and examination. The Israelite people 

are told to investigate such allegations with care.  

 

Then finally in verses fourteen through eighteen we learn what to do if the inquiry reveals 

idolatry is present. The people are told to “utterly destroy” the lands, people, and livestock of 

these nations. And not just destroy, but to drag the remnants in the street and burn them. The 

people were to have nothing to do with this land ever again. A destruction of this magnitude 

would later be recorded for the Canaanite people. The Hebrew word for the mound of dirt in 

which the city would remain is tell or tel. This term is still used to this day by archeologist to 

describe a mound of dirt with remnant debris under it.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Kings+11.7&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Kings+11.7&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Kings+16.3&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Kings+17.17&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Kings+21.6&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Kings+23.10&t=NKJV
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Discussion: In our modern context this seems unthinkable – why do you think such 

extreme measures were called for other nations.  

 

Chapter 14:  

 

In the fourteenth chapter of Deuteronomy, we hear language about both purity laws with 

individuals and with food as well as the command to tithe even for the diaspora living in foreign 

lands.  

 

In the first two verses we once again hear the command to separate their practices from that of 

their pagan neighbors. The language of not cutting one’s body or shaving one’s head is in direct 

correlation to the burial practices of pagan worshippers of that time. The statement that they are 

children of God reminds them that they belong to God and are holy in his sight. Holy which 

separates or set apart tells of their distinction as children of God. They are not of the earth but 

above all the peoples of the earth.  

 

Discussion: How does one celebrate this assertion without becoming supersessionistic of 

their neighbors’ culture?  

 

Next in verses three to twenty-one the discussion around purity turns to that of food. Moses 

breaks these animals down into three categories – those of the land, water, and sky. There are 

only certain animals from each of these climates that were considered pure and acceptable 

according to God. This like many of the Law’s outlined come directly from the Levitical Laws.  

 

Animals that were acceptable included: those with divided hooves and chewed their cud. The 

combination of hooves and cud is important as some have hooves or paws (the camel, rock 

hyrax, swine, and hare) but do not chew cud so are not kosher. Also, in terms of the creatures of 

the water, they must have fins and scales. Finally, in terms of birds of the sky, predatory and 

scavenging birds are non-kosher as well.  

 

Moving on to verses twenty-two to twenty-nine Moses discusses tithing. This section is broken 

down into three parts – tithing in the temple, from a distance, and the three-year tithe. Moses 

discusses the contents of one tithe should be that of the “increase of your grain,” meaning that 

the people were asked to give 10% of that which was beyond that which they needed to plant 

their fields and that which to survive off of.  That which was designated as a tithe to God was to 

be present before him and eaten in his presence. That which was left over was to be given to the 

priest. If one cannot make it to the temple to offer their gift before God, they were to exchange it 

for money and then approach the temple and purchases item there to offer to God. Finally, Moses 

makes known that every three years the tithe was to be given to those who were in need in the 

community. Moses makes known that the purpose of tithing is to learn to fear the Lord.  

 

Discussion:  How does tithing or donating a portion to God help us fear the Lord?  

Chapter 15  
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In the fifteenth chapter of Deuteronomy Moses reminds the Israelites of God’s command to 

honor the year of Jubilee.  

 

In the first six verses we hear language around the release of debts. This was intended to be a 

time when those who loaned money or land would release the debt to the debtor. This was a 

command offered by God. Notice the language that there would “be no poor among you” this 

was clearly an action to create and restore to community all those who were in need.  

 

Discussion: How different would our world be if we still practiced this year of jubilee?  

 

In verses seven through eleven we hear Moses remind the Israelites of the command to be 

generous to the poor. Offering to “brethren” that which they need is not a good through but a 

command from God for God’s people.  

 

Next, in verses twelve through fifteen the command to release slaves is offered. This was 

commanded by God every seventh year. Not only were the enslaved to be released but we also 

hear that they are to be given that which the Lord had given the landowner.  

 

Discussion: Even with the year of jubilee and freeing of an enslaved person – does that 

make slavery okay?  

 

Then in verses sixteen to eighteen direction is offered if an enslaved person wishes to remain in 

the landowner’s employment. If, that is, the enslaved individual has prospered – then the 

landowner is required to continue to care for this individual.  

 

Notice the language of “Then the Lord your God will bless you in all that you do” with 

each of these acts. Is this an action of faith or a promise of prosperity?  

 

Next, in verses nineteen through twenty-three there is direction given as to how to honor the 

firstborn main. In verse nineteen we read that the firstborn male of every animal was to be set 

aside and not worked. This was for three reasons:  

 

1.) Exodus 4:22 tells us Israel is God’s firstborn 

2.) The firstborn was thought to be the best 

3.) A reminder of the redemption God offered to Israel 

 

The firstborn was not to be used like any other domesticated animal but was to be offered to 

God. 
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Chapter 16 

 

In the sixteenth chapter of Deuteronomy Moses offers greater explanation on the three great 

feasts.  

 

In the first eight verses we hear instruction around Passover. This festival being that which 

celebrated and commemorated Gods freeing the Hebrew people from bondage in Egypt. During 

this celebration we hear of the sacrifice at the temple (or at this point the place where God 

chooses). We read also of the practice of not eating unleavened bread for seven days as it was the 

bread of affliction and that the sacrifice was to be made at twilight.  

 

Then in verses nine through twelve Moses reminds the people of the celebration of Pentecost 

(yes, it is not just a Christian holy day). Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks was associated with the 

harvest and the blessing that God offered in it. Likewise, a portion of that which God has given 

was to be given back to the Lord. In this celebration, like Passover, the people were to remember 

the joy and the prosperity the Lord offered when freeing them from Egypt.  

 

Next, in verses thirteen through fifteen we hear about the Feast of the Tabernacles. This 

festival shall also be celebrated for seven days and was to take place on the fifteenth day of the 

Jewish month Tishri. During this time, the people rejoiced at God’s guidance through the dessert. 

An indication that this was written much later as the people are still technically wandering.  

 

Finally, in verses sixteen through twenty-two we hear of the importance of remembering and 

celebrating these feast days. There will be judges and officers to help keep order during this time 

and again as we have heard time and time again – no idol structures were to be planted or erected 

– because of these things “the Lord your God hates.”  

 

Chapter 17 

 

In the seventeenth chapter of Deuteronomy, we hear Moses discuss the laws that pertain to the 

rulers of Israel.  

 

In the first seven verses we hear instruction given to the judges of Israel. They are given 

instructions of how to prosecute all those who have transgressed against God and his covenant. 

Thankfully, there is language of inquiry into any such transgression by sadly the end result is 

ultimately stoning.  If the crime is a capital crime, there must be two to three witnesses attesting 

to the conviction – one person’s word is not enough according to Moses. In a motion of 

accountability notice that the witnesses were those who had to offer the first blow. Something 

that was not upheld with Christ’s conviction and crucifixion.  

 

Discussion: Would things have been different for Christ if the High Priests were made to 

actually carry out the sentence for which Jesus was accused?  
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Next, in verses eight through thirteen we hear of a structure like that of our court system. The 

judges are told that if there is something that they cannot discern that they should refer it to a 

higher court. The higher courts in this case were the priest/Levites. They were thought to be the 

higher court because of their knowledge of God’s Word.  

 

Finally, in verses fourteen through twenty Moses offers instruction to the kings. In verses 

fourteen and fifteen we hear the foretelling of a time (some 400 years later) when the Israelites 

would ask for a king.  God warns them though to pick one who God approves, and it must be 

someone from the people of Israel. We read that the future king must be someone of good 

standing who will not act for personal gain or diminish the people. Lastly, that king must know 

the word of God and must know and observe the Law. If this future king does this their days will 

be prolonged.  

 

Chapter 18  

 

In the eighteenth chapter of Deuteronomy Moses offered instruction to be priest and prophets.  

 

In the first eight verses we hear the reminder that the priests/Levites shall have no inheritance of 

the land. For this reason, we hear repeatedly of the people sharing with and taking care of the 

priests within their gates.  They are to be given a portion of the sacrificial animal and always 

have a portion of to eat of the harvest.  

 

Next, in verses nine through fourteen Moses offers a warning to the false prophets they are to 

encounter in the land of Canaan. The Israelites are told to not learn from anyone who sacrifices 

their child, practices witchcraft or sorcery, is a soothsayer (fortune teller or astrologist). These 

people were to be avoided because they are an abomination to the Lord.  

 

Rather, in verses fifteen through nineteen the Lord promises to raise up a true prophet who is 

“like me from your midst.”  This individual will be like Moses and speak all the Lord tell them to 

say. Of course  

 

Finally, in verses twenty through twenty-two the chapter concludes with the penalty for a false 

prophet. Moses reminds the people that many will come prophesying in the Lord’s name. The 

true test of a prophet is to be the truth from which they speak. If the occurrence or event from 

which they prophecy come true, then they are from the Lord if it does not, they are not from 

God.  

 

Discussion: Who are the prophets of our age? How do we distinguish that which is God’s 

word and that which is for personal gain?  

 

 


