
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained servant 
of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all  
your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy Spirit 
and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) shall prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s 
people, as silver and gold are refined. 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, 
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears?  
 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  People Thanks be to God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT  WREATH 
All  stand and sing. 

  The Advent Wreath will be lit by  
  Katie and Tessa Lamoureux  

Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to 
be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes 
a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  People   Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of 
political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
  
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing. 
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Sermon 
God in the Unexpected 

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Song 
All sing.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

All sing sections A and B.  The cantor will sing the Leader parts.   

Litany and Prayer  From the Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen 
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Prayer 

Pastor Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to 
your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your 
Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Song 

Absolutely words and music by Ian Eskelin, Jon Neufeld and Tim Neufeld  

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

COMMUNION SONG 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All Amen 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
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Song 

All stand and sing. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Zephaniah 3:14-20   Isaiah 12:2-6   Philippians 4:4-7  Luke 3:7-18 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please keep a safe distance from others. 

Life in the Wilderness 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote First Aid,    
during which participants learn skills to be used in case of emergencies such as low 
blood sugar, hypothermia, and burns when professional help is unavailable or far away. 
For someone experiencing a health crisis in a wilderness setting, a companion with    
remote first aid skills can be lifesaving. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are told that the word 
of God came to John in the wilderness. The wilderness mentioned here brings to mind a 
place that is remote, sparsely populated, and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another    
wilderness being illuminated here as well—the wilderness of a messy world where some 
have wealth and status while others experience food insecurity, injustice, and homeless-
ness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is coming through 
whom “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of 
all the authorities in power (vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to know just how 
different John the Baptist and, more importantly, the one he proclaims are from the rul-
ers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his ministry John 
was clear that it wasn’t about him or his personal agenda but rather the work of God 
through him. He pointed to the Promised One and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like 
Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended to the vulnerable and spoke of caring 
for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the wilderness, to bring 
good news to the little and the least, and to proclaim the work of God in our lives, 
through both our actions and our words. As we do, we bear witness to the promise that 
Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the one who leads us from death to life. 


