
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
First Sunday of Advent, December 3, 2023 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah 
wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. 

When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horri-
ble, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share 

the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  "Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme" - J.S. Bach 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sins, whose mercy endures 

forever.  
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
 turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
 Give us power of the your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
 receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
 of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Gracious God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess  
that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves  
into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry  
and humbly repent. 
In your compassion  
forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown,  
things we have done, 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you,  
and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you  
in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
 As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
 I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending #435  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  



4  

 

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Advent Welcome  
Advent Wreath will be lit by: 
  8:30 am -  Nic, Jackie, Ella, and Freddie Budde     
  11:00 am - Diane Miller 

Kyrie 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed 
people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and 
famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them 
through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in 
every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has 
been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 
 Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 O Lord| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 
 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 
 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself.  
 
 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 Restore us, O Lord| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

From the Holden Evening Prayer  
by Marty Haugen 
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Sermon 
Come Down 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Hymn of the Day: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #254  
Please stand and sing. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Mark 13:24-37 
In today’s reading, Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end 
all suffering. 

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
  “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you 
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Pastor         The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are 
able.  We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 
 
 Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 
 

Offertory   
    

“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come by Paul Manz  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Seminarian  Merciful God, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 Seminarian With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand and sing words in bold. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

Invitation to Commune 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death #452  
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Seminarian Let us pray. 
 Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 

body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Seminarian  Go in peace, share the good news.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      "Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying" -arr. Paul Manz  
  

Sending Hymn: The King Shall Come #260  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Winds of Grace 

Have you ever experienced a powerful storm in which the sky grew increasingly dark and 
winds swirled the clouds or broke branches off trees? Our modern technology often allows us 
to prepare for storms like blizzards and hurricanes that develop slowly as they move toward 
us. Perhaps you’ve taken part in hastily boarding up windows, securing pets or farm animals, 
and gathering groceries and supplies in anticipation of being shut in or without power for a 
time. 

The coming of the Son of Man will apparently not include advance warnings like those of 
meteorologists and weather apps, for Jesus says, “About that day or hour no one knows.” It 
may be more like a tornado or thunderstorm, where we see that the conditions are right but 
can’t be sure precisely when or where it will materialize. Our preparations for that type of 
storm are different, primarily focused on where and how we’ll take shelter should lightning 
or a funnel cloud be spotted nearby. Many of us practiced tornado drills in school as kids; 
such practices, as well as storm watches and warnings, keep us aware of how to respond and 
alert about when to do so. 

It is easy to hear Jesus’ words and sound an alert for the end times. We might even spend 
time and energy worrying about the end and what it means for us. At the same time, the ur-
gency of this proclamation is focused on the present, on what we can do here and now to be 
open to God’s rule in our lives. This is a different kind of preparation, focused on loving God 
and loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

In the sacraments of baptism and communion we are invited into regular practices of antici-
pating the presence of God with us. In Advent we bring a particular focus to this expectation. 
We are invited to think about the ways the winds of grace gather us in, and then send us out 
for the sake of the world. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 2 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 
 
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11    Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13   2 Peter 3:8-15a    Mark 1:1-8 

Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations at Redeemer 

During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 
 
December 6, 13, and 20 — Wednesday Noonday Prayer   

Lunch at 11:30 am and Worship Noon—12:30 pm 
 
December 6, and 13  - Wednesday Evening Prayer   

5:30 - 6 pm on Zoom 
 
December 15 - Living Nativity, Friday at 6:30 pm  
 and Holiday Concert and Sing-Along at 7:30 pm 
 
December 20 — Blue Christmas, Wednesday  
 Dinner at 6pm and Worship at 7 pm  
 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services:  
 10 am — Advent Worship Service (one service only) 
 4 pm — Children’s Christmas Pageant  
 6, 8, 10 pm — Traditional Candlelight Services 
 
December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am  
 
December 31 - Lessons and Carols, Sunday at 10 am (one service only) 

New Year’s Eve Service at 5 pm  
All are welcome! 


