Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.
1 Christmas, December 27, 2020
Service at 9am

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity, to praise God. The
voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is
often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our
hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world.

Gathering

Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Pastor

Congregation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Pastor

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor
Congregation

Most merciful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor

God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen

Congregation
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Gathering Hymn #288
The Cantor sings this hymn.

Apostolic Greeting
Pastor
Congregation

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise

The Cantor sings the Hymn of Praise.

Prayer of the Day
Pastor
Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Message
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The Word
Reading: Isaiah 61:10--62:3
To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that God’s salvation will fully come to
pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the nations and righteousness and praise will spring up as surely as the
earth puts forth vegetation.
10

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
62:1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Reader
Congregation

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148
The congregation will read the parts in bold.
1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2
Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
6
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7

Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9

mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10
wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12
young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s condemnation so
that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved children.
4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then
also an heir, through God.
Reader
Congregation

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation Hymn #268
Please stand. Cantor will sing the hymn.

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor
Congregation

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism. His family is devout in its
observance of the law, and Jesus himself is recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel.
22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves
or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,
29
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Pastor
Congregation
Sermon

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor Sandy Kessinger
7

Hymn #279

The Cantor sings this hymn.
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Apostles' Creed
Vicar
Congregation

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:
Vicar
Congregation

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

At the end of the prayer:
Pastor
Congregation

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace
Pastor
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation
And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your
financial gifts. Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.
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Hymn #295
The Cantor sings this hymn.

Offertory Prayer
Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Come to the Table
The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor
Congregation

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
Congregation

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Congregation

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor
Congregation

Lamb of God
Pastor

Congregation
Blessing
Pastor
Congregation

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
Amen.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Invitation to Commune
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.
For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart. Once you
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice. Please move by the basket that stands next
to the table. Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you. Go in peace and serve the Lord."
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building. Those who wish to have a time of
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles. When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from
others. We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside.

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos.
Pastor
Congregation

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children are always welcome in our worship.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal
hearing amplification units available in the narthex.
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-14 Psalm 147:12-20 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1:10-18

Today we are using Setting 10 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.
CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall
12 for recycling if you choose not to take it home.

