
   

 
 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
December 25, 2021   The Service at 10:00 am 

Christmas Day 

Christ, the Savior, is born.  

Glory to God in the highest. 

Christmas Day Service 
 

Prelude  
  
Welcome 

Apostolic Greeting 
 Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
   and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
   be with you all. 

Congregation And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor  Let us pray.  

 All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened 
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Congregation Amen. 
  



2  

 

Carol  #270 
All sing. 



3  

 

 THE WORD  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah proclaims news of great joy: “Your God reigns!” Just as God saved the people from oppression in Egypt, God delivers Israel from exile. All 
the earth will witness the saving acts of God. 

 How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
 who announces salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
 together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
 the return of the Lord to Zion. 
 Break forth together into singing, 
 you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the Lord has comforted his people, 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 The Lord has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-12 
This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus’ preeminent status as the Son through whom God created the world and through whom our sins 
are cleansed. God speaks to us now through the Son, who is exalted even above the angels. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs.  
For to which of the angels did God ever say,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” 
But of the Son he says,  
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will never end.” 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.     Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 
The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who reveals God to be “full of grace and truth.” 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.    Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon            The Greatest Story 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Carol  #296 
All sing. 
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Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Assist. Minister  Hear us, O God.   
Congregation  Your mercy is great. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace    
 

Pastor:  May the peace of the Lord be with you always.  
Congregation And also with you.  
 

Please greet one another with God’s peace. 

Nicene Creed    
 

  Assist. Minister With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
Congregation We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able, please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts. Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another. Offering plates are found  at 
the back of the church and by the baptismal font. 
 
Offering Music     

Carol #272 
All sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving   
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts,   
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 

Offering Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
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Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a 

new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible,  
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Invitation to Commune 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  
 

Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.   

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Lamb of God 
Pastor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 
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Blessing 
Stand  

Pastor    May the God of Christmas be a blessing to you throughout the year. 
 Congregation   May we share with people everywhere the love, and the compassion, of our gracious God. 
   

Pastor   May the blessing of the Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you, now and  
 always.  
Congregation Amen. 

Carol #290 
All sing. 

Communion Music  
Piano Selections 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 

 

Pastor Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation  Amen 
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Christmas Day Litany  
This reading is based on the NRSV translation of the text by Pastor David L. Hansen 
 

Reader 1:  In the beginning was the Word,    

 

Reader 2:  In the beginning when God began to create the heavens and the earth,  
 

 
 

 

Reader 1:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
 

Reader 2:  the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep while a spirit from God 
  swept over the face of the waters.  

 

 
Reader 1:  He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
  thing came into being.  
 

Reader 2:  Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  

 
 

Reader 1:  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
  the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 

Reader 2:  And God saw that the light was good.  

 
 

Reader 1:  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He came to what was his own, 
  and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
  power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
  of man, but of God. 

 

Reader 2:  Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
  have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
  all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. And God blessed them. 
 
Reader 1:  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
  only son, full of grace and truth  

 

Reader 2:  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  
 

Reader 1:  From the fullness of the Word made flesh we have all received grace upon grace. 
 
 
Pastor              Go in peace to share the good news.  Christ, the Savior, is born.      

Congregation  Glory to God in the highest. Amen!  Alleluia! 

Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas! 
Special thanks to Barbara Donne, our pianist today and  
Dan & Maria Retter as Assisting Minister and Reader.  

Christmas Blessings to Everyone!  
 

May the holy light that surrounds our Lord's birthplace illuminate your spirit and warm your heart.    
May you welcome Jesus Christ, the heart of Christmas, into your life more fully.   

May the love of God move you to love others, especially those most difficult to love.   
And may Christ’s peace, joy, and hope be yours at Christmas and in the New Year! 

 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Pastor Josh Wullenweber and the Staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 
 

Sunday: December 26th (one service only) at 10 am 
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Christmas Decorations Dedications  
 
 

We are grateful for the gifts of Christmas decorations that grace our sanctuary,  
to the glory of God in the Christmas season.  

 

The following people gave in support of this tradition: 
 

  

Joyce and Bob Clarke in memory of daughter Randy Beth Clarke 
 

Mark and Lee Cronin in thanksgiving for Eric Morris and Matthew Cronin 
 

Laura, Jim, Meg, Anna, and Matthew Duval in memory of Linda Lawson 
 

Jennifer Jordan in memory of Donald Jordan 
 

Pastor Kessinger in honor of her children and their families 
 

Ingrid Kunec in memory of Hans-Peter, Anthony-Christopher, and Heidi-Victoria Kunec 
 

Betsy and Ron Kutscher in honor of Chris, Peter, and Ben  
and in thanksgiving for Laura, Tim, Steve, and Karin 

 

Hamilton and Judy Loving in memory of their son, Adam, and in honor of their daughter, Judith Jean 
 

Phyllis D. Mallard in loving memory of our parents 
 

Michael and Darlene McCoy in memory of their parents, grandparents,  
and relatives who have gone too soon, and in honor of their children 

 

Lucinda Romberg in honor of her grandchildren:   
Monserrat, Joshua, Malcolm, Miles, Cora, Leon, Felix, and Maia 

 

Jennifer Skotzko in memory of John and Maria Metzger 
 

The Toviho Family in thanksgiving for the Toviho family 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Gifts to Lutheran World Relief  
 

The following people gave to Lutheran World Relief so that others may be  
fed, clothed, housed, and provided with the necessities of life. 

 

Bill and Kim Buseman in memory of loved ones 
 

Joyce and Bob Clarke in honor of Vernon Henkel, Jr. 
 

Mark and Lee Cronin in honor of Eric Morris and Matthew Cronin 
 

Jennifer Jordan in memory of Donald Jordan 
 

Pastor Kessinger in thanksgiving for the people of  Redeemer Lutheran Church  
 

Judy and Jim Kuhagen in memory of Glen and Ruth Anderson and Fred and Sylvia Kuhagen 
 

The Posey Family in thanksgiving for the life of K. Wayne Lockard 
 

Lucinda Romberg in thanksgiving for Pastor Kessinger’s ten years of caring for us 

CCLI License# 1850655 The Christmas Day Litany reading is based on the NRSV translation of the text by Pastor David 
L. Hansen, from https://revdavidh.blogspot.com/search/label/Chrismtas%20Eve.  


