
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  
 

Christmas Eve at 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

December 24, 2022  Service at 4:00 pm   

Bulletin and Coloring Book  

All children are invited to dress as angels, shepherds, or barnyard animals as they come to worship. 
The costumes are in the Crossroads. 

In costume, the children sit with their families until the pastors give further direction. 
The children will help the pastors retell the Christmas story. 

After the service, please return the costumes to the Crossroads. 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

 

Prelude                        “Come to Us” by Greg Walton, Youth Choir 

  
Carol 
Stand and Sing 
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Christmas Dialogue  
Pastor O sing to the Lord a new song 
Congregation Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 
Pastor Sing to the Lord and bless his name 
Congregation For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. 
 
Pastor Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice 
Congregation For Christ comes to us again this night. 
 
Pastor  Christ comes to us again this night to judge the world with righteousness 
  and his people with the truth. Amen! Alleluia! 
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+ The Word + 

Please be seated. 

S 
cripture: Isaiah 9:2–7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the 
birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice 
justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the 
people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it  
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
Reader Word of God. Word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Special Music 

"Go Where I Send Thee”  arr. by Ruth Elaine Schram, Youth Choir 
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S 
cripture: Luke 2:1–20 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us." So 

they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger.  

When they saw this, they 

made known what had been 

told them about this child;  

and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. But Mary treasured 

all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. The 

shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 
 

Pastor   This is the Gospel of 
the Lord. 
  
Congregation    
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon with Children 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger  
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 
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Blessing of the Nativity Scene  
 

Pastor O Lord our God,  
with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds,  
 and the animals in the stable, 

 we gather around your Son, born for us. 
 Bless us with your holy presence  
  and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. 
 Be with us that we might share Christ's love with all the world,  
  for he is our light and salvation. 
Congregation Amen.  

Carol 

Mary, Joseph, and the baby come forward.  All sing. 
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Offering of Gifts 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering 
plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the 
church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   

Offering Music 

“Betelehemu” Nigerian Carol  
by Via Olatunji and Wendell Whalum arr. by Barrington Brooks, Youth Choir 

Christmas Prayer 

Pastor Loving God,  
  As we remember the birth of Jesus, may we share in the song of the angels, 
  the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
 

Open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
 

Grant us the blessings which Christ brings and teach us to be filled with joy. 
May this Christmas time make us happy to be your children, 
forgiven and forgiving, and filled with grateful thoughts, 
for Jesus’ sake.   

Congregation  Amen. 
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 Please stand. 

 Pastor The shepherds believed the angelic announcement and went to seek the Savior. 
Congregation We, too, hear the good news and have come to seek the Lord.  

 
 Pastor The shepherds found their Savior, the long promised Messiah, in a stable’s manger. 

Congregation We, too, find Christ in the bread and wine.  
 
 Pastor With thankful hearts, we remember the love God has for us. 
 

Communion 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward 
for a blessing. To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. You are an important part 
of our faith community.  
 

For those taking Holy Communion:  
Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
 that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
 We give thanks to you for the salvation  

you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
Congregation Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor In the night in which he was betrayed,   

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven,    
   hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Pastor The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Sit   
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 Carol 
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BLESSING 

Pastor   May the Good News of Christmas warm our hearts with peace and joy. 
May we experience the hope which the coming of Christ offers to the world. 
May we share with people everywhere the love and compassion  
of our gracious God. 
And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son (+), and Holy Spirit,  
be with you, now and always. 

Congregation Amen. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in His grace. 

Congregation Amen.  
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Sending Music 
 All sing. 
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 Dismissal  

Pastor  Go in peace. Christ is with you.      
Congregation  Thanks be to God. 

  

Postlude   
    

Thank you to Samantha, Jamie (and Abigail) Brainard for being the Holy Family this year  
and to Elizabeth, their child, who represented the baby Jesus.   

Redeemer celebrates Christ’s birth through worship, music, decorations and the 
dedication of many volunteers.  Redeemer thanks Matt Osifchin and the Redeemer musicians and 
choirs for their glorious music. Redeemer thanks Phyllis Peter-Mallard, Marti Hopler,  and their helpers 
for the beautiful flowers and Christmas decorations that adorn the nave and Crossroads area.  Redeemer 
would also like to thank Betsy Kutscher and the group that created the dazzling Chrismon ornaments and 
decorated the trees. Redeemer thanks the banner committee for their work.  Also a special thanks to Liz 

and Doug Scheffler for their dedication to our Christmas Eve services. Tonight we also thank the 
volunteers who help with the children to make this service special.   

Many people work to make Christmas special here, thank you to those many hands. 

A Blessed and Merry Christmas! 

Return this bulletin to the entrance table for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Christmas Day Service, December 25 (one service only) at 10 am 
New Year’s Eve Service, December 31 at 5 pm 

Lessons and Carols, January 1 (one service only) at 10 am 

2023-24 Preschool Registration:  

Church and community families with children 2 – 12 years of age 

are welcome to register for the 2023-24 school year!  

Families with enrolled children returning for 2023-34 may register January 17-20.  

New families may register January 23 - February 3. 

Christmas Blessings to everyone! 

May the holy light that surrounds our Lord’s birthplace 
illuminate your spirit and warm your heart.  

May you welcome Jesus Christ, the heart of Christmas,         
into your life more fully.  

May the love of God move you to love others,         
especially those most difficult to love.  

And may Christ’s peace, joy, and hope be yours                  
at Christmas and in the New Year! 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Pastor Josh Wullenweber 
and the Staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church 


