Christmas Eve, The Nativity of Our Lord

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.
December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00, 7:00 & 9:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
Prelude

Selections by Cara Fleck, harp

Service of Light
The four Advent candles are lit representing the themes we have lifted up during the past four Sundays:
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.
Tonight, the center white candle is also lit,
signifying the presence of Christ, the Light of the world, whose birth we now celebrate.
Pastor
Congregation

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
And the darkness has not overcome it.

Pastor
Congregation

The Word became flesh and lived among us.
And we beheld Christ's glory.

Pastor
Congregation

Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
On them has light shined.

Pastor
Congregation

To us a child is born and a Son is given.
Tonight we are illumined by the brightness of his light.

Pastor
Congregation

Let the Spirit and the church cry out.
Amen! Alleluia!
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Gathering Carol
Cantor sings the carol.
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Apostolic Greeting
Pastor
Congregation
Prayer of the Day
Pastor

Congregation

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise

Cantor sings the carol.
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Children's Message

READING: The Prophecy

Isaiah 9:2–7

T

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Vicar
Word of God. Word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
Carol

Cantor sings the carol.
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READING:

Titus 2:11-14

F

or the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
Vicar
Congregation

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

READING: The Christmas Gospel

Luke 2:1–20

Please stand.

I

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

I

n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
10
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

W

hen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Pastor
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
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Carol

Cantor sings the carol.

Please sit.

Sermon

Go Now to Bethlehem
Pastor Sandy Kessinger
7

Carol

Cantor sings the carol.
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Apostles’ Creed

Vicar
Congregation

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:
Vicar
Congregation

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

At the end of the prayer:
Pastor
Congregation

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offertory

At 5pm: “"Noel" by Chris Tomlin
Amy Tribie, mezzo-soprano Chris Tribie, tenor
At 7pm & 9pm: “O Holy Night” - Adolphe Adam
Matt Osifchin, baritone Waka Osifchin, soprano Cara Fleck, harp

Candle Lighting
Pastor

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Congregation

For we were once in darkness, but now we live in the light of the Lord.
Let us live as children of the light.
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Cantor sings the carol.
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The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor
Congregation

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
Congregation

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Congregation

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor
Congregation

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

A Christmas Blessing
Pastor
Congregation

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.

Pastor
Congregation

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.

Pastor
Congregation

May the Word that the angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
Amen.

Pastor

May the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you and
remain with you always.
Amen.

Congregation
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Communion Music

Christmas Selections Cara Fleck, harp

Invitation to Commune
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion
Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. You are an important part of our faith community.
Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice. Please move by the
basket that stands next to the table.
Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you. Go in peace and serve the Lord."
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building. Those who wish to have a time of
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles. When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from
others. We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside.
At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos.
Pastor
Congregation

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas!

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children are always welcome in our worship.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal
hearing amplification units available in the narthex.
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.

Christmas Blessings to Everyone!

May the holy light that surrounds our Lord's birthplace illuminate your spirit and warm your heart.
May you welcome Jesus Christ, the heart of Christmas, into your life more fully.
May the love of God move you to love others, especially those most difficult to love.
And may Christ’s peace, joy, and hope be yours at Christmas and in the New Year!
Pastor Sandy Kessinger and the Staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church
Next Sunday: December 27 (one service only) at 9 am
Redeemer celebrates Christ’s birth through worship, music, decorations and the dedication of many volunteers.
Redeemer thanks Matt Osifchin and the Redeemer musicians for their glorious music. Redeemer thanks Phyllis PeterMallard, Marti Hopler and their helpers for the beautiful flowers and Christmas decorations that adorn the nave and
Crossroads area. Redeemer thanks the banner committee for their work. Many people work to make Christmas special
here, thank you to those many hands.

2021-22 Preschool Registration due date is February 3, 2021.
More info at www.redeemermclean.org/preschool or 703-356-3567.
CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.
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