
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

December 20,  2020 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary 
that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by 
the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that 
Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary 

today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Luke 1 

Pastor My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
People my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 
Pastor for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
People From this day all generations will call me blessed. 

 
Pastor You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
People  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 
Pastor the promise made to our forbears, 
People to Abraham and his children forever.  Amen.   
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   



4 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear 
your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message 

Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Instead of David building a house (temple) for the Lord, the Lord promises to establish 
David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the 
throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to 
hope for a king, the messiah, the Lord’s anointed. 
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house 
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus 
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you 
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord 
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 

ADVENT WELCOME  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Cantor sings. 

Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because in the proclamation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul 
proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all 
nations. 
 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but 
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Vicar:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.       
People:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people 
(Mary) from little known places (Nazareth). This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, 
but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in 
his gospel. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Vicar:   The Gospel of the Lord.       
People:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Vicar Hephzibah Penumaka 

Song 
Cantor sings.   
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Song 

“Son of God” by Ed Cash, Gordon Cochran, Jon Neufeld and Tim Neufeld  

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Hear us, O God.  
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Pastor  Let us pray.  
All  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth  
  and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 
  hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now 
  to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 
blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the 
videos. 

 

Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

The season of Advent is about waiting and 
watching.  We wait, not only for our annual celebration of 
Jesus’ birth, but also for his second coming.  We watch for 
the signs of the second coming – the visible signs of God’s 
presence among us.  We do not wait or watch in 
idleness.  Advent is a time for active participation.  We 
realign ourselves with God.  We focus more intently on 
prayer, our daily devotions, and service.  Each Sunday we 
gather around Word and Sacrament – experiencing anew 
the reign of God.  Enjoy your Advent journey! 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Christmas Celebrations at Redeemer 

During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 
  

December 20—Blue Christmas at 2 pm  
 
December 23 - Wednesday Evening Prayer at 5 pm 
 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services at 5 pm, 7 pm, and 9 pm 
  
December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am  

 
December 27 - First Sunday after Christmas,  Sunday at 9 am  
   (one service only) 
 

All are welcome! 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 61:10-62:3   Psalm 148  Galatians 4:4-7   Luke 2:22-40 


