
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19, 2021 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.  
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of 

praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for 
“the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  

It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with 
high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained servant 
of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all  
your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy Spirit 
and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All  Amen. 



3 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

All Amen.  

Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-
king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the 
area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament 
writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT  WREATH 
All  stand and sing. 

  The Advent Wreath will be lit by  
  Phyllis Peter-Mallard and Judy Loving   
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Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of 
Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to 
become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings 
you have not desired, 
but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the 
book it is written of me).” 
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45  
We are presented with Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, two women 
filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of 
praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, 

 "My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever."  

  
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
And Mary Sang 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.    
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

All sing sections A and B.  The cantor will sing the Leader parts.   

Litany and Prayer  From the Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen 
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Prayer 

Pastor Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to 
your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your 
Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Song 

“Breath Of Heaven (Mary's Song)”  words and music by Chris Eaton and Amy Grant  

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All Amen 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
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Song 

All stand and sing. 
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Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please keep a safe distance from others. 

A Companion in the Waiting 

It is possible that not everyone who found out Mary was pregnant was as 
supportive as her cousin Elizabeth in our reading today. Since receiving the 
angel’s message, Mary likely felt uncertain, worried, scared, and alone 
plenty of times. So, when she visited her cousin Elizabeth and received 
Elizabeth’s blessing in words that echoed the angel Gabriel’s 
announcement, it must have been comforting to Mary. Hearing Elizabeth’s 
words of affirmation was a reminder to Mary that she was not alone in her 
journey and that God really was at work in her life. 

At one point or another, we all need a reminder like this in our lives. It is 
not always easy to recognize God’s presence or to see just how God is at 
work in and through us. And sometimes much waiting is required until we 
see the fulfillment of God’s promises. That’s why we need people in our 
lives who will believe with us when we feel less than certain, walk with us 
through uncharted terrain, and support and pray for us along our journey. 

Our gospel presents us with two unlikely mothers. Their experiences 
remind us that knowing God is with us—and even that we have received 
God’s favor—does not mean our lives will be without hardship. We will still 
encounter challenges, experience grief, and have our hearts broken. But it 
does mean that in our waiting, and in our struggles, we are not alone. 
Through those who wait with us, and through the promise of Advent, we 
are reminded that Emmanuel is here, and has been with us all along. 

Today we, the Redeemer Congregation, welcome into baptized membership:  
Charlie Isabel Cassell, her parents are Jennifer and Seth Cassell, and  
Norah Reilly Cassell, her parents are Jessica Adams and Nick Cassell. 

Charlie and Norah are Ginny Cassell’s great-grandchildren. 
We pray God's richest blessings on this family as they grow in faith. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God from the Paukovits family 
in honor of Anna’s birthday and Julia’s baptism anniversary. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations at Redeemer 
 

During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 
 
December 19—Blue Christmas at 5 pm  
 

December 22 - Wednesday Evening Prayer 5:30- 6 pm 
  

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services:  
 4 pm — Children’s Christmas Pageant  
 6, 8, 10 pm — Traditional Candlelight Services 
 

December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am  
 

December 26 - Lessons and Carols, Sunday at 10 am (one service only) 
 

December 31 - New Year’s Eve Service at 5 pm  
 

January 2 - Sunday Service at 10 am (one service only) 
 

All are welcome! 


