
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2022 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.  
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us.  

During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, 
ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" - arr. Jon Bongiorno  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sins, whose mercy endures 

forever.  
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
 turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
 Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
 receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
 of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Gracious God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess  
that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves  
into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry  
and humbly repent. 
In your compassion  
forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown,  
things we have done, 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you,  
and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you  
in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
 As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
 I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn   #263                            “Savior of the Nation, Come”                                            
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross 
has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
Sing words in bold. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 

the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen 

 
Children’s Message 

Advent Welcome  
Advent Wreath will be lit by: 
  8:30 am - Nate, Lara, Anna, and Julia Paukovits    
  11:00 am - Nik, Amy, Mira, and Devin Karnik  
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The Word 

Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided 
to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking refuge in Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to 
establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign of Immanuel that is the only source of true safety: God is with us! 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz 
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 

 Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
 stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 Restore | us, O God; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 O Lord| God of hosts, 
 how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
 you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
 the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
 give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 Restore us, O Lord| God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  

Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely 
appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to 
the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

From the Holden Evening Prayer  
by Marty Haugen 
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Sermon 
God at Work  

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of 
David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day   #254                           “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
Pease stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 
 

Offertory   
    

"The Angel Gabriel", Basque carol arr. by Malcom Archer 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  God, in your mercy, 
Congregation  Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen 

Apostles' Creed    
 Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor   Let us pray.  
 Congregation  Merciful God, 
    We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our selves,  
    our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
    sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Pastor  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
  that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
  through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
  through whom you will also make all things new 
  in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  
Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 

Communion Hymn   #272         “Lo, how a rose e’er blooming ”         
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Bless you now and forever. 

Congregation Amen 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  
  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 

body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace. Christ is near.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      "People Look East" - arr. Kristina Langlois  

Sending Hymn  #257 (vs 1-4)                          “O come, O Come, Emmanuel”                          
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS AT REDEEMER 

During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 

December 21 - Blue Christmas   

 Wednesday Dinner at 6 pm and service at 7 pm  

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

 4 pm - Christmas Service (opportunity for children to participate in story) 

 6, 8, 10 pm - Traditional Candlelight Services 

December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am (one service only) 

 

NEW YEAR’S 

December 31 - New Year’s Eve Service, Saturday at 5 pm  

January 1 - Lessons and Carols, Sunday, at 10 am (one service only) 

 

All are welcome! 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 2 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 
 
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday is the Christmas Day service 
At 10 am—only one service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 62:6-12   Psalm 97   Titus 3:4-7  Luke 2:1-20 

Messenger in the Night 

What did you dream about last night? Is there really any meaning in these vivid storylines 
that our brains assemble while we sleep? If you think dreams are essentially random firings 
of our neurons, you might just laugh them off. If you think they do tap into something real, 
you might try to unpack them. But almost no one makes important life decisions based solely 
on their dreams, right? 

The stakes couldn’t have been higher for Joseph and his dream, in which an angel tells him 
about Mary’s unexpected pregnancy by the Holy Spirit. If he stays, he’s got a story to tell 
that nobody is going to believe. But if he goes, if he “dismisses her quietly” as the gospel 
writer puts it, what’s going to happen to her? What’s going to happen to the baby? 

It might seem that a message in a dream would be the worst possible way to make a decision 
as consequential as this. But if the purpose of our dreams is to put us in touch with what we 
already know, if it’s to help us sort out our tangled-up emotions and give us some clarity, 
then perhaps a dream whose message is “Do not be afraid” is exactly what Joseph needs. 

The dream-angel, in quoting the prophet Isaiah, helps Joseph connect his present reality with 
God’s past faithfulness and promises. The angel reminds him that even in this terrifying situ-
ation, God is with him. We need such assurances as well when it feels like our world is fall-
ing apart: messengers to remind us who we really are and to whom we belong. Today we 
celebrate that Joseph trusted that message, and Mary before him. In them we see that God is 
faithful, and fear is cast out by the birth of this child. 


