
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 12, 2021 

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The near-
ness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one 
“more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for 
exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained servant 
of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all  
your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy Spirit 
and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits 
of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, 
which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. 
Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 
 

 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
 he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
 you shall fear disaster no more. 
 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
 a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
 he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
 as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
 so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 
 And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
 At that time I will bring you home, 
 at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  People Thanks be to God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT  WREATH 
All  stand and sing. 

  The Advent Wreath will be lit by  
  The Stoessel Family   
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Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his 
friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns, with the hope they will 
experience God’s joy and peace. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one “who is coming.” John teaches that preparation for 
God’s reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical 
generosity, and vocational integrity. 
 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, 
“And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
  
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Bear Fruits Worthy of Repentance   

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.    
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

All sing sections A and B.  The cantor will sing the Leader parts.   

Litany and Prayer  From the Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen 
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Prayer 

Pastor Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to 
your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your 
Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Song 

“Son of God” by Ed Cash, Gordon Cochran, Jon Neufeld and Tim Neufeld  

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All Amen 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
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Song 

All stand and sing. 
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Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

Immediately after the service, come to the Crossroads to hear the Youth Choir 
sing  ""Go Tell It on the Mountain", African-American Spiritual,  

arr. by Amy Tribie 

Please keep a safe distance from others. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Micah 5:2-5a  Luke 1:46b-55  Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

A Fresh Start 

In Greece, a John the Baptist celebration is held every year, typically in June. A 
spectator once observed how thousands of pilgrims paraded down a trail to the floor of a 
great cavern, where mass baptisms were celebrated. One can imagine that the sense of 
anticipation among those who arrive at the festival for baptism is similar to what those 
who came to John in the wilderness experienced: expectation, hope, awe, maybe even 
fear. However, John made it clear that while he baptized them for repentance, the one 
who was coming would bring something totally different. Whereas John’s baptism of 
water represented cleansing from their past, the baptism of Jesus is about a new future. 

In the order for baptism in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the baptized are washed with 
water paired with the promise of God’s love. God’s love is enduring and eternal. Sealed 
with the Holy Spirit and marked with the sign of the cross forever, the baptized are 
invited to remember this promise daily and the good news it brings: every day, we begin 
anew. 

This good news means that we don’t have to drag with us the burdens of yesterday. We 
don’t have to live in a hamster wheel of guilt or despair that things will never change. 
Nor do we have to keep a list on a mental chalkboard of how many times we’ve messed 
up. Rather, having been baptized in Christ, we are set free to greet the new dawn with a 
sense of expectation and wonder, knowing that no matter what the day brings, we are 
made new, we are forgiven, and God is with us. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God  

in memory of Christopher Sylvester  

by Kirsten Shumway 


