+ Contemporary

Worship +
At Redeemer Lutheran Church
December 6, 2020
Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

Second Sunday in Advent
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in
the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the
assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle
with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say,
“See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a
world in need of justice and peace.

+ Welcome to Worship +
Prelude
Call to Worship
Based on Psalm 85
Pastor
People

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

Pastor
People

We will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people.

Pastor
People

Steadfast love and faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness and peace shall look down from heaven.

Pastor
People

Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway. Amen.
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Gathering Song
Cantor sings.
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Confession of Sin
Pastor
We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love.
All

Loving God,
we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.
Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,
that we may be filled with your joy.

Pastor

The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained
servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise
Cantor sings.

Prayer of the Day
Pastor
Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All
Amen.
Children's Message
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ADVENT WELCOME

+ The Word +
Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized.
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to
be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.
1O

that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Reader
People

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians
to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
8Do

not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on
it will be disclosed.
11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14Therefore,

beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
Reader
People

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pastor
People

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Pastor
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
The Patience of Our Lord
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

Song
Cantor sings.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Vicar
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
All
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special
concerns. After each portion of the prayers:
Vicar
Hear us, O God.
All
Your mercy is great.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
All
Amen.
Sharing the Lord’s Peace
Pastor
The peace of Christ be with you always.
All
And also with you.
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”
Please sit.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.
As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.
Song
“All Who Are Thirsty” by Brenton Brown and Glen Roberts
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor
Let us pray.
All
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now
to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Invitation
Pastor
With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace
and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers
the same to all people.

All

Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.
We come to receive your gift of love.
Receive our gifts of love
and use them to further your care for the world.
Amen.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Pastor
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
All
Amen.

Benediction
Pastor
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
All
Amen.
Pastor
All

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor
All

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a
blessing. You are an important part of our faith community.
For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping
six feet apart. Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape
juice. Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.
Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you. Go in peace and serve the Lord."
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building. Those
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles. When you are
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others. We ask that you not gather in the
Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside.
At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the
videos.
Pastor
All

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The season of Advent is about waiting and
watching. We wait, not only for our annual celebration of
Jesus’ birth, but also for his second coming. We watch for
the signs of the second coming – the visible signs of God’s
presence among us.
We do not wait or watch in
idleness. Advent is a time for active participation. We
realign ourselves with God. We focus more intently on
prayer, our daily devotions, and service. Each Sunday we
gather around Word and Sacrament – experiencing anew
the reign of God. Enjoy your Advent journey!
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children are always welcome in our
worship.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Hearing help available: We have for your
use personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex.
Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Christmas Celebrations at Redeemer
During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services:
December 9, 16, 23 - Wednesday Evening Prayer at 5 pm

December 20—Blue Christmas at 2 pm
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services:
5 pm — Contemporary Candlelight
7 pm — Traditional Candlelight Service
December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am
December 27 - First Sunday after Christmas, Sunday at 9 am
(one service only)
All are welcome!

Next Sunday’s Scripture:
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28
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