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Daniel 10 
Chapter 10 starts in the third year of the reign of Darius.  In the first verse Daniel is called 
Belteshazzar (the name given to him by Nebuchadnezzar).  What is unusual about this 
introduction is the mention of a word being revealed to Daniel.  The previous visions will help 
Daniel understand these now-revealed conflicts.   
 
Daniel sets the stage for us.  He was mourning and fasting for an unusually long time.  Based on 
the time frame he was fasting through Passover (the traditional Jewish celebration of release 
from captivity).  Once again Daniel has a visionary experience.  The description of the person 
who appears to Daniel is more like the heavenly beings referred to in Ezekiel 9:2-3, 11 and 
Ezekiel 10:2, 6-7.  As to the identity of the figure the most obvious suggestion is Gabriel.   



     Comparison of this vision with the dream found in  
     Daniel 2:  Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream a  
     faceless statue (describing only the head). 
 
     Daniel notes not only the dress but also the details  
     of the face and the eyes. 
 
     Most important is that the image of Daniel speaks. 
     The statue in Daniel 2 was a lifeless idol. 
 

 
Only Daniel saw the image which points to his importance.  The weight of his vision once more 
leaves him exhausted and overcome with emotion.  He also feels alone and without strength.  
But three times he is lifted up and strengthened for the task of understanding what is to come.  
In this case it is the roaring sound of the words that overcomes Daniel.   
 
The messenger calls Daniel one who is greatly beloved and intends to comfort him.  Daniel is no 
longer a mere Jew who could live and pray like all the others.  Now he steps out from the crowd 
as having a special relationship with God.   
 
As a way to understand what follows those who have the time could review Deuteronomy 20 
(the regulations regarding war). 
 
In vs. 12 we hear how God will answer the prayers of Daniel.  Daniel has looked to God for 
strength and God answers Daniel because of his words and his sincerity in seeking knowledge.   
 
In other parts of the Bible the Persians are often seen in a more positive light when compared 
to some of the other world powers.  But the Persians were as capable of cruelty as was any 
other ancient empire.  Cambyses was the son and successor of Cyrus.  He killed over 2,000 
people in the siege of Memphis.  Darius’s destruction of Miletus resulted in most of the males 
being murdered, and the women and children being led in chains to Susa.  Xerxes savagely 
crushed the Egyptian revolt, confiscating temple lands and increasing the tax burden and 
upkeep of garrisons, conditions that led to the revolt in the first place.  When Xerxes died both 
Egyptian and Babylonian sources claimed that his death was due to vengeance over injustices.  
The biblical witness of Daniel seems in keeping with these reports.   
 
Gabriel will then explain to Daniel what is to happen at the end of days.  The end is a series of 
events and not one single period of time.  Daniel reacts with humility, physical weakness, and 
trembling.  But Daniel continues to be strengthened and is able to carry on.   
 
The specific mention of Gabriel touching the lips of Daniel is a clear association with Isaiah 6, 
the call of Isaiah to be a prophet.  These call narratives are modeled on the call of Moses in 
Exodus 3 at the burning bush.  In each the pattern seems the same.   
 



• There is an initial approach of God 

• The resistance of one being called 

• The reassurance of God to the one called 

• The commission and message.   
 

Like Moses, Daniel protests that he cannot speak and this brings the final touch from Gabriel 
that prepares Daniel for what he is about to see.   
 
The final verse of this call narrative (vs. 19) once again repeats the admonition for Daniel not to 
fear but to have strength and take courage.  Daniel is now ready to listen.  He is prepared for 
spiritual battle.   
 
Starting in vs. 20 the struggle against the Persians is repeated.  The battle against the powers of 
the world has already begun after which the battle will shift to a conflict with the Greek prince.  
The writer of this final vision (Daniel 10-12) took little comfort in the change of powers from 
Persia to Greek.  The policies of one world power was no better than another.  Economic 
exploitation and the social inequities only served to exacerbate the situation for the lower-class 
people. 

 



Daniel 11  
We are now in the first year of Darius.  In 10:21 it was emphasized that Michael stood alone in 
the battle against Persia while Gabriel came to Daniel to explain matters.  The most likely 
identification of the Persian kings mentioned are Cyrus (560-530BC), Xerxes (486-465 BC) and 
Artaxerxes (465-424 BC) since these three are mentioned elsewhere in the Old Testament.   
 
Read Daniel 11:3-4  
The warrior who arises is Alexander the Great.  His conquests allow him to do as he please 
which further displays his arrogant power.  His sudden death in Babylon is recalled and his 
empire is divided among his four generals.  The empire will be dramatically divided in different 
directions.  The two generals that are most interesting to the rest of the story is Seleucus (who 
reigned over much of the former Babylonian and Persian territories) and Ptolemy (who reigned 
over an expanded Egyptian territory that included Palestine). 
 
What will follow is the complex history in the relations between the Ptolemies and the 
Seleucids and the eventual rise to power of Antiochus IV (the Seleucid ruler who reigned over 
one of the most significant crises in Jewish history since the Babylonian exile).  Some scholars 
believe we have in these verses a strikingly accurate portray of events between 301 and 175 BC.  
I will do my best to outline that history for you.    
 
Read Daniel 11:5  
The king of the south, Ptolemy I (323 – 283 BC) reigned in Egypt.  Palestine would become a 
bone of contention as it had been in earlier centuries and for the same reason.  It was a 
strategic location as the bridge between two great cultural centers of the ancient Near East, 
Egypt and Mesopotamia.   
 
Read Daniel 11:6-8 
The alliance mentioned is the marriage of Antiochus II, a Seleucid, to Berenice, the daughter of 
Ptolemy II in 252 BC.  This was an attempt to stop the constant conflicts between the two 
regimes.  However (stay with me here) Antiochus II divorced his first wife, Laodice, in order to 
seal the political truce with Ptolemy through marriage to Berenice.   
 
Before the divorce, Antiochus II  and Laodice had two sons, Seleucus and Antiochus.  Laodice 
sought revenge against her ex-husband by poisoning him.  She also had Berenice and her sons 
murdered.  This paved the way for Seleucus II to assume the throne in Babylon.  The brother of 
the murdered Berenice became Ptolemy III.  In retaliation he attacked the Seleucid empire and 
advanced as far as Babylon.  
 
Read Daniel 11:9 
We are now in the time period when Antiochus III the Great (223-187 BC) (one of the sons of 
Seleucus II) was able to recapture much of the western territories of his empire.  He captured 
Seleucia and eventually gained control of the strategic ports of Tyre and Ptolemais.    
 
 



Read Daniel 11:10-14 
Here is described the great battle of Raphia which was part of Antiochus III’s campaign to 
expand his territory.  The battle took place in 217 BC and Greek sources state that Antiochus III 
brought 62,000 infantry, 6,000 calvary, and 102 war elephants.  Ptolemy IV matched it with 
70,000 infantry, 5,000 calvary, and 73 war elephants.  Even though Ptolemy IV was victorious 
he settled for peace with Antiochus III (the reference to being defeated and the meaning of 
return to his own land).  In 203 BC Ptolemy IV died.  He left a six-year-old son to assume power 
as Ptolemy V.   
 
Read Daniel 11:15-16 
The well-fortified city is Sidon where General Scopas (a Ptolemaic military governor) retreated 
after the fall of Jerusalem.  At first Antiochus III received a warm welcome from the Jewish 
residents of Jerusalem, to which he responded by promising tax relief and support for the 
temple treasury.  It is possible that the Jews assisted in the siege against Scopas at Sidon.  The 
result of these events was that Antiochus III took possession of Jerusalem and Judea, the 
beautiful land.   
 
Read Daniel 11:17 
Antiochus III’s growing power led to a series of moves intended to further extend his influence 
into Egypt.  He gave his daughter, Cleopatra (the first with this name) to be married to Ptolemy 
V.  But if his intention was to use his daughter in a plot against the Egyptian regime, the plan 
failed badly, because Cleopatra was loyal to her new husband.  An alliance was created 
between Ptolemy V, Cleopatra, and Rome.  Even though the opening years of his reign proved 
dismal. Ptolemy V proved an able monarch. 
 
Read Daniel 11:18-19 
Antiochus III moved west to Greece (his face to the coastlands) where he was defeated in 191 
BC by the Romans.  As a result Antiochus III was charged with massive tribute payments to 
Rome and was ordered to cease his interests in Egypt.  He began to rob temples within his 
domain in order to raise the massive tribute payments and it was while engaged in the robbery 
of a temple of Bel that he was assassinated.  Seleucus IV succeeded him and was cursed with 
his father’s massive tribute debts.   
 
Read Daniel 11:20-26 
A tribute/tax collector arrived in Palestine in order to raise the necessary tribute funds.  
However Seleucus IV was killed in a plot against the tax collector.  This is where we see the rise 
of Antiochus IV (175-163 BC).  What follows is that he will be victorious in his battles for 
consolidation of power.  He will also be deeply involved in lining up supporters from within the 
Jewish community.  He was able to win the support of the high priest, Jason, and of the Tobiad 
family, of whom Jason was a member.   
 
Read Daniel 11:27-30 
We see here a reference to the attempt by Antiochus and Ptolemy to make peace.   



They sit at one table and exchange lies was a way for the writer to express the sincerity of those 
peace negotiations.  It also meant those negotiations were intended (according to the writer) to 
avert what had already been determined by God.  The treaty would fail.  Antiochus IV then 
directed an assault on the Temple which is the beginning of the serious oppression of the Jews 
in Judea.   
 
Read Daniel 11:31-35 
Here is the clearest reference to the events during the reign of Antiochus IV.  Although there is 
some doubt as to who is really responsible for the attack on the Jewish people in Jerusalem, the 
Book of Daniel clearly lays the blame on the deceitful Antiochus (as well as those who went 
along with him).  It was also clear that some Jewish people were tempted to abandon their 
religious rites in order to advance themselves towards a more luxurious style of living.  We read 
in these verses a clear distinction between the Jews who had become friends of the king and 
those who remained loyal to God.  The ones who do remain loyal to God will not only stand 
firm but will also take action.  For the wise (and for those who listen to them) martyrdom 
became a reality.   
 
Read Daniel 11:36-39 
Here we see some interesting comments about the religious attitudes of Antiochus IV.  The king 
will act as he pleases and this includes the claim to near divinity.  He was also the master in 
creating divisions within the Jewish community by buying and selling the high priesthood.  The 
writer also stated that Antiochus IV did not respect the gods of his ancestors.   
 
The god that the vision of Daniel associates with Antiochus IV carried the title God of fortresses.  
The fortress refers to the citadel established in Jerusalem for the quartering of troops.  It was 
associated with the abomination of desolation in the Temple.  He associated religion with 
power based on the military and he showered on this new form of religious expression the 
spoils of such power: gold and silver and precious stones.  The writer paints a compelling 
picture of corruption at high levels for economic gain.   
 
Read Daniel 11:40-45 
Here we are dealing with speculative material most of which did not come to pass.  Antiochus 
IV is represented as overextending himself in a campaign against the South (Egypt).  But there is 
no further record of Antiochus IV in Egypt.  In fact he died in the east during a campaign.   
 
In this new battle great emphasis is placed on the amount of technology thrown into the fray – 
calvary, chariots, and ships.  Antiochus is described almost in terms of a new Alexander.  He 
brings war machines into Judea and many thousands of people are killed.  When he finally 
overextends himself he meets his end.  It is brief, quick, and anticlimactic.  He will die alone 
despite having conquered so many nations.   
 
 
 
 



Daniel 12  
We are now reintroduced to Michael whom the writer left in battle with the Persian and Greek 
forces (Daniel 10:21-11:1).  Michael now stands before a judicial hearing and becomes a 
comforting presence.  The time of great anguish will become the time of deliverance for Israel.   
 
Those who are found written in the book will survive.  The concept of names written in a book 
for future judgment is also found in Psalm 69:28, Isaiah 4:3, and Malachi 3:16-18.  We will also 
see it when we study Revelation.   
 
Vs. 2 is considered to be one of the most important in the entire Book of Daniel because of its 
direct reference to the resurrection.  Many scholars speculate that it is because of this 
reference that Daniel was included in the Hebrew Bible canon.  A sense of judgment and 
punishment is also evident here which gives rise to the notion of a final separation.  In the 
gospels the imagery of the sheep and the goats being separated was more than likely 
influenced by this apocalyptic literature.  This verse is the only clear reference to the idea of 
resurrection and everlasting life (and punishment) throughout the Hebrew Bible.   
 
There is a clear affirmation of the wise who are praised for their loyalty to God.  Light and 
images of light serve as the main symbol of righteousness throughout the Book of Daniel.     
 
The great vision concludes in vs. 4 with an emphasis on Daniel’s keeping secret what he has 
seen and understood.  Secrecy must be maintained.  The evil will increase but the people will 
have the true knowledge that will give them courage.  The Hebrew word for evil – haraot – 
looks very similar to the Hebrew word for knowledge – haddaat.  Knowledge is power so 
knowledge of these events would be a comfort to those who seek to be strong in their faith.   
 
Vs. 5 begins an addition to the previous vision.  Daniel is seeing something more after he was 
asked to seal and keep secret what he has already seen.  In this vision the first figure wants to 
know the same thing that Daniel wants to know – the time when these things will come to pass.  
The one clothed in linen may well be a heavenly messenger while the other figure is like Daniel 
himself.   
 
The end time will be a time, two times, and a half time which is a repetition of 7:25.  There is a 
reference to the shattering of the power of the holy people or the end of the persecution by 
Antiochus IV.  Daniel wants more information – a precise time – but he does not get a direct 
answer.  Daniel was not to worry for his reward is certain in the resurrection.   
 
The great vision raises a lot of important theological questions about resurrection, faith in 
persecution, and the role of apocalyptic literature.   
 
Next Session on October 5 – Additions to Daniel  
The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Jews 
 
   


