
Let Us Pray: Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable to you, 
my rock, and my redeemer. Amen.  
 
Imagine if you were in the middle of a conversation with someone in a public setting and a 
stranger, overhearing your conversation, interrupts you by asking the question “what gives you 
the right to say such things? How will they know if what you are saying is right or wrong?”  
 
How would you feel and what might your response be?  
 
Will you become defensive and tell them to mind their own business? Will you ignore them and 
carry on the conversation somewhere else? Or Will you engage in a healthy conversation with 
this stranger, trying to understand why they felt upset in hearing what you said?  
 
In the past couple of months and with the recent events we’ve been having, I have been hearing 
questions such as “what makes you think...? What gives you the right?   Who do you think you 
are?  
 
Whether it be those maintaining the norm or those fighting for a change, we might want to know 
why the other individual feels they have the right to fulfill their agenda while others are waiting 
patiently for God or those in power to take care of what needs to be done. For the chief priests, 
it was difficult to see this new rabbi, who only began his ministry recently, to gain the attention of 
many people all while turning the tables of what they considered to be the laws of God. For 
them, Jesus was this nobody from Nazareth, a son of a carpenter, claiming to be the Messiah of 
Israel. Like Jesus’ disciple Nathaniel, many wondered if anything good could come out of 
Nazareth. Others wondered how Jesus was able to study and memorize the scriptures more 
than the scribes. Everyone else dared to ask if Jesus really was the son of God, the Messiah 
that the prophets from old had spoken of. Interestingly enough, you would think that Jesus’ own 
disciples would have confidence in him but they too question Jesus’ authority, especially when 
he is able to chase out demons or quiet the storms. In all of these scenarios, there is one thing 
in common, and that is in the way all these people look at Jesus. Their disobedience or their 
doubts have led them to be spiritually blinded. Therefore, the only way they can look at Jesus is 
through their human eyes.  
 
When we look at life or people through our human eyes, we only see what they can realistically 
accomplish. We limit ourselves to the possibilities of what life can be, what an individual can 
achieve, and even what God can do in the most unusual circumstances.  
 
One of my favorite childhood movies is the Prince of Egypt, which is a creative spin on the story 
of Moses. In one of the scenes that introduce my favorite song, “Through heaven's eyes”, Jethro 
throws a feast to give thanks to God for the abundance God has given and to honor Moses for 
rescuing his daughters from the violent robbers. Moses rejects his offer and tells him that he has 
not done anything in his life worth honoring. Therefore, Jethro begins to sing this beautiful song 
“Through Heaven’s eyes” in which Jethro reminds Moses that a man can truly measure his 



worth or find out where his value lies not through the eyes of man but through heaven’s eyes. 
By using examples as a single thread in a tapestry and the stones that form the base of the 
mountain, our human eyes might see them as insignificant but looking at them through heaven’s 
eyes, helps us to see their bigger purpose.  
 
Our world may remind us that our worth is based upon power, wealth, strength, or size but God 
sees us in a different light. We see repeatedly how God chooses His leaders. In our morning 
Bible Study, we have been studying the founding fathers of Israel and many of them had 
qualities that cause us to raise our eyebrows: Abraham and Isaac were dishonest about the 
identity of their wives while Jacob’s deceitfulness and favoritism caused division within his 
family. As we continue to read about other great leaders, we realize that many of these people 
called to be leaders or prophets were rejected by society in some way, somehow. It’s a constant 
reminder that God measures one’s worth based on God’s desire on how to use that person in 
his bigger plan.  
 
For the chief priests and Israelite leaders, they interpreted the role of the Messiah in their 
human understanding. Although God promises Judah that God will bring forth a king from his 
line to restore harmony and bring forth peace to the people of Israel, God mentions how the role 
of this king serves a bigger purpose. If you remember in the genesis story where Adam and Eve 
betrayed God, God promises them that a son of Eve will crush the serpent’s head and destroy 
evil at its source. Later prophets, such as Isaiah, will explore the role of the Messiah more 
in-depth, which is why Isaiah is an important text during Advent when we await the birth of the 
Messiah. Not only will the Messiah crush evil as its source, but evil will also kill the Messiah. 
And yet, the Messiah will rise again, conquer death, and bring healing to many who come to 
him. Unfortunately, the current Israelites and leaders only focused on their physical needs - their 
ancestors had suffered enough under their exile in Babylon and now they are suffering under 
the Romans. They wanted to be free, they wanted to be in control, and they wanted to be God’s 
treasured people. And so It was this human desire that spiritually blinded them from seeing 
Jesus as the true Messiah and questioning his authority to teach and perform miracles.  
 
How does Jesus respond to their chosen ignorance? With a question and a parable of the two 
sons. Jesus doesn’t ask them a question that is difficult, in fact, he asks them a relatively easy 
question. John’s baptism is not of human tradition - if it were, Jesus would have never asked 
John to baptize him. But Jesus knows that these Israelite leaders, who are so focused on their 
human desire in maintaining power and influence,  will answer in a way to fulfill their own 
agenda. When the leaders respond in the way Jesus expects them to, he offers them a parable 
of the two sons. Through Jesus’ explanation of this parable, he reminds the leaders that God 
judges us beyond human standards. While the leaders saw only tax collectors and prostitutes, 
Jesus saw them as faithful followers. While the leaders only saw the need to maintain the 
holiness of the sabbath, Jesus saw the need to heal or help someone in need as another way of 
maintaining the holiness of the sabbath. While the leaders only saw their role with power and 
influence, Jesus saw his role as that of a servant of God and of others. In our eyes, the son who 



obediently responds to the father is an ideal child but in Jesus’ eyes, it is the son who does the 
task without his father’s knowledge.  
 
My prayer and hope is that we judge one another the way God judges us - That we judge 
through heaven’s eyes and not our human eyes. When we do, we can see God’s bigger 
purpose and God’s glory in all that we do.  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 


