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The Ten Commandments 

Commandments 4-10 

 

The First Commandment – You are to have no other gods. 

What does this mean? We are to fear, love, and trust God above all things. 
 

Woodcut: Moses receiving the Ten Commandments and the Israelites dancing around the golden 

calf.  Caption: This figure is taken from Exodus 32. 

 

The Second Commandment – You are not to misuse the name of your God. 

What does this mean? We are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice 

magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to 

call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. 
 

Woodcut: The blasphemy of Shelomith’s son.   

Caption: This figure is recorded in Leviticus 24:10-16. 

 

The Third Commandment – You are to hallow the day of rest. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not despise preaching or 

God’s word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly hear and learn it. 
 

Woodcut: Preacher with congregation in foreground and someone gathering wood in the 

background.  Caption: The figure is taken from Numbers 15:32-36. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Fourth Commandment – You are to honor your father and mother. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither despise nor anger our 

parents (and others in authority), but instead honor, serve, obey, love, and respect them. 
 

Woodcut: The drunkenness of Noah.  Caption: The figure is taken from Genesis 9:20-27. 

 

The Fifth Commandment – You are not to kill. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm the 

lives of our neighbors, but instead help them in all of life’s needs. 
 

Woodcut:  Cain slaying Abel.  Caption: The figure is taken from Genesis 4:1-16. 

 

The Sixth Commandment –You are not to commit adultery. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent lives in 

word and deed, and each of us loves and honors his or her spouse. 
 

Woodcut:  David and Bathsheba.  Caption: This figure is recorded in 2 Samuel 11. 

 

 

 

 



The Seventh Commandment – You are not to steal. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither take our neighbors’ 

money or property nor acquire them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals, but instead 

help them to improve and protect their property and income. 
 

Woodcut:  The theft of Achan.  Caption: This figure is recorded in Joshua 7. 

 

The Eighth Commandment – You are not to bear false witness against your neighbor. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations.  Instead we are to come to their 

defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible light. 
 

Woodcut:  The story of Susanna.  Caption: The figure is taken from the prophet Daniel, in the 

Apocrypha part of Daniel, Chapter 13.   

 

The Ninth Commandment – You are not to covet your neighbor’s house. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not try to trick our neighbors 

out of their inheritance or property or try to get it for ourselves by claiming to have a legal right 

to it and the like, but instead be of help and service to them in keeping what is theirs. 
 

Woodcut:  Jacob with Laban’s sheep.  Caption: This figure is taken from Genesis 30:25-43. 

 

The Tenth Commandment –  

You are not to covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, cattle, or whatever is his. 

What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not entice, force, or steal away 

from our neighbors their spouses, household workers, or livestock, but instead urge them to stay 

and fulfill their responsibilities to our neighbors. 
 

Woodcut:  Joseph’s and Potiphar’s wife.  Caption: This figure is taken from Genesis 39. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gospel Reading – Luke 2:41-52 

Hymn - #796 (How Firm a Foundation) 

 

Some history – 

 

1) Luther uses a common form of the Ten Commandments that does not necessarily correspond 

to the list found in Scripture – either in Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5. 

 

2) During the time of Luther, every commandment, every article of the Creed, and every 

petition of the Lord’s Prayer was accompanied by a woodcut and a reference to the Bible. 

 

3) In the 8th Commandment, Luther refers to Daniel 13 which is found in the Apocrypha (from 

the Greek word meaning hidden).  It is a collection of ancient books found in some editions 

of the Bible and separates the Old Testament from the New Testament.  The Apocrypha was 

first published in Luther’s Bible of 1534.   

 



4) The preface to the Apocrypha in the Geneva Bible states that these books were not received 

by a common consent to be read and preached upon in the church.  However they are seen as 

proceeding from godly men and should be read for the advancement of their knowledge of 

history and for the instruction of godly manner.  Luther states that they are not held equal to 

the rest of the Scripture but are good and useful to read. 

 

5) Luther’s Bible of 1534 – Luther translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into German.  

The New Testament was first published in 1522 and the complete Bible (including the 

Apocrypha) in 1534.  Thanks to the recently invented printing press, the result was widely 

distributed to the common people. 

Modern books to read – Brand Luther by Andrew Pettegree (European World History) 

            Gutenberg’s Apprentice by Alix Christie (Novel) 

 

6) To help Luther in translating the Bible into contemporary German, Luther would make trips 

into nearby towns and markets to listen to people speaking.  He wanted to ensure their 

comprehension by translating as closely as possible to the way they spoke and wrote.   There 

were 117 original woodcuts included in the 1534 edition.  Artwork was one way to reinforce 

the textual message. 

 

7) Luther added the word alone to Romans 3:28 so that it read: So now we hold, that man is 

justified without the help of the works of the law, alone through faith.  The word alone does 

not appear in the Greek texts but Luther defended his translation by maintaining that the 

adverb was required by idiomatic German and was consistent with the teachings of the 

apostle Paul.   

 

8) In Luther’s translation of the New Testament, Luther moved Hebrews and James to the end 

(along with Jude and Revelation).  He differentiated these from the other books which he 

considered the true and certain chief books of the New Testament.  His views on some of 

these books changed in later years and he became more positive about them.   

 

9) Luther ends the commandments with – I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God.  Against 

those who hate me I visit the sin of the fathers on the children up to the third and fourth 

generation.  But I do good to those who love me and keep my commandments to the 

thousandth generation.   

 

10) This text does not follow Exodus 20:5-6 or Deuteronomy 5:9-10 as translated in the Luther 

Bible. 

 

Some Insights – 

1) The first three commandments are directed toward God. 

2) The other seven commandments relate to our neighbor. 

3) Commandments 1, 3 and 4 are written in a positive light (You are to …) 

4) We find consistent language in Luther’s interpretation of the commandments 

We are to fear and love God 

We are told what not to do but Luther also includes the phrase … but instead  



5) Luther distinguished father and mother above all other persons on earth, and placed them 

next to God.  He believed that to honor someone is greater than to love them.  Honor includes 

love and also respect, humility, and modesty.  Luther wanted young people to revere their 

parents no matter how poor, feeble, or eccentric they may be. 

 

6) The Fifth Commandment is easy enough to understand but the real meaning is that no one 

should harm another person for any evil deed, no matter how much that person deserves it.  

God wants to train us to hold this commandment always before our eyes as a mirror in which 

to see ourselves.  We will then learn to calm our anger and have a patient and gentle heart. 

 

7) God endorsed marriage as a walk of life when God endorsed the Fourth Commandment.  

God established it as the first of all institutions.  This week Pope Francis stated that the 

church must study whether it is possible to ordain married men of proven faith.  The proposal 

is not new but is being considered because of churches in places like Brazil (a large Catholic 

country with an acute shortage of priests).  Although he favors a celibate priesthood – 

celibacy technically can be up for discussion since it is a discipline of the church and not a 

dogma. 

 

8) After our own person and our spouse, the next thing God wants us to protect is property.  We 

are not to acquire the property of another by unjust means.  Luther sees it as our duty not to 

harm our neighbors or to take advantage of them or to defraud them.  Much more than that 

we are obligated to protect the property of our neighbors and to promote and further their 

interests. 

 

9) Aside from our own bodies, our spouses, and our property, we have one more treasure that is 

indispensible – our honor and good reputation.  God wants everyone to maintain self-respect.  

Luther sees this working in three areas: we should help our neighbors maintain their legal 

rights, we must endure the world and the way it perverts the truth of the gospel, and we are 

forbidden to use our tongue to injure or offend our neighbor.  We are to hold ourselves in 

check. 

 

10) The last two commandments forbid anyone (even with an apparently good pretense and 

excuse) to harm our neighbors by taking anything away that belongs to them so they will not 

suffer any loss from us.  God wants our hearts to be pure. 

 


