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O sing to the Lord a new song!  O sing to the Lord all the earth!  O 

sing to the Lord and bless his holy name for unto us is born this day in 

the city of David, our Savior.  Amen  
 

Merry Christmas!  We are excited to celebrate once more the birth of 

Jesus Christ.  We anticipate with joy what tomorrow will bring as we 

gather with family and friends around the Christmas tree.  We watch 

with eager anticipation as people open their gifts.  We hope they will 

squeal with delight because we bought them the perfect present (the 

one thing they always wanted).   
 

I give perfect gifts to my adult children but for one reason only.  In a 

culture where they can buy anything at any time I resort to asking 

them for a list (a very specific list that includes links and sizes and 

colors).  And then I ask them to act surprised when they open their 

presents.  As for my grandchildren, I go down my own path which is 

not always wise on my part.  But there is something wonderful about 

the element of surprise and it is worth the risk to see if all that 

searching and shopping and surfing the web (that I do with a great 

deal of love) is not in vain.   
 

It is the joy of making others happy that makes us most like God.  It is 

when we give to others that we are reminded that it is more blessed to 

give than to receive.  God blessed us this night with the gift of his Son 

and our Savior.  In that we rejoice!  In that we sing our praises to God 

and bless his holy name! 
 

And now that the gift of the Christ child has arrived it is time for 

others to hear all about it.  On the same day that Jesus was born God 

sent an angel to some shepherds who were living in the fields and 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  God gave them a special 

invitation to go to Bethlehem and see their Savior, the Messiah.  And 

how would they know it was him?  They were to look for a newborn 

baby wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.   
 

The invitation God gave to the shepherds becomes our invitation 

tonight – to go and find his Son.  For you see Christmas is not just 

about the exchange of gifts but it is about receiving and responding to 

this invitation to go and seek Christ.  
 

How we love this story that is so intricately woven.  We are told that 

the angel of the Lord appeared to shepherds who were still taking care 

of their sheep in the middle of the night.  Being a shepherd was a 24- 

hour job, 7 days a week.  They worked all day and all night and God 

had the audacity to send an angel to interrupt their schedules.  God 

wanted them to pause and focus on finding Christ.  God invited those 

shepherds to stop what they were doing and search for their Savior.  

The shepherds had a decision to make.  Do they stay in the fields or 

do they go all the way to Bethlehem to find this baby?  
 

Do you hear what I hear?  So many of us keep ourselves so busy that 

the days and the weeks just blend together.  But on this night God 

dares to interrupt our routines.  God wants us to stop scurrying around 

and instead we are to focus on his Son.  We just received an invitation 

from God to search for him and that comes with a weighty decision.  

Do we keep on doing what we are doing or do we go and find the 

Christ child?   
 

It is an interesting thing to ponder on this most holy night.  If we keep 

on doing what we are doing then we will still hear about God.  

Someone will be around to share the good news with us.  But if we 

decide to stop our busyness (beyond today and tomorrow) and pursue 

Christ in our personal lives (on a long-term basis) then we can see 

him for ourselves.  We will not only hear about God but we will know 

God.  When we stop and search for Christ we will see for ourselves 

his glory in a way that nobody else can explain to us.  Christmas is a 

reminder that we have to get up and move (physically and spiritually) 

so that we can get closer to Christ.   
 

Do we stay or do we go?  If the Lord came to us then surely we can 

go to him.  The eternal, sovereign, majestic, and omnipotent God has 

just made himself known to us in human form (in the life of a child).  

God has made himself known to us in the life of the most vulnerable 

and innocent.   
 

But there is more!   



We have to wonder if God gave shepherds the first opportunity to see 

the Christ child in a manger because they would be used to the sights, 

and the sounds, and the smells.  
 

One Christmas Eve I was invited to preach for a congregation that 

was located right outside of Pittsburgh.  It was after I accepted the 

invitation that I was told that the service would be on a farm and in a 

barn.  I was told to dress warm and that we would be sitting on hay-

stacks and that I should be prepared to hear the noise of the animals as 

I preached as we were going to occupy their space.  
 

Although my grandparents lived on a farm I am a city-girl through 

and through.  I was miserable the whole night.  It was cold and windy 

and snowy.  I sat on the straw and did my best to keep warm with 

extra blankets.  And when I preached the animals all seemed to wake 

up at the same time so that I could hardly be heard.  And let me say 

that although it was cold it was not cold enough to take away the 

stench of the animals after they freely expelled their bodily waste.   
 

Our God was so wise to choose shepherds to come to the manager.  

They would see the baby lying in a manger and not write him off.  

Maybe they would have liked the sound of the animals (unlike me).  

And they would not have stuck up their noses because the odor was so 

strong.  It would have been familiar to them because they lived among 

sheep.  
 

Do you see what I see?  When we read this story once more there is 

no mention of a stable or a barn.  We are only told about a manger (a 

feeding trough for animals).  So the invitation made by God is not 

only to search for the Christ child but we are to look where we least 

expect to find him.  We are to embrace everyone we encounter and 

cradle them in our arms.   
 

It is time for us to stop whatever we are doing and go to Bethlehem.  

We are to find the Christ child and rejoice.  Do you hear the sound of 

the angels?  Do you see the manger?  What we have heard and seen is 

exactly as it was told to us by God.   
 

God has fulfilled the first part of his promise by sending his Son to us 

in human form.  We will wait for the rest of the promise to come true 

on Easter morn.  In the meanwhile I wish you a Merry Christmas as 

we celebrate once more the birth of Jesus Christ.   

Start your search for him now.  You will find him in a manger where 

he wants us to see his people and proclaim his message of love for all 

people.  In that we rejoice!  In that we sing our praises to God and 

bless his holy name because we just received the perfect gift.  Amen      

 


