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Merry Christmas!  It is so good to see all of you as we celebrate once 

more the birth of Jesus Christ.  How beautifully we have adorned our 

sanctuary to reflect our great love for God.  On this most holy night it 

is to God that we give all honor and glory as we gather around the Holy 

Family: Mary in her blue robe gazing lovingly at her newborn baby and 

Joseph attentive to their needs.  Shepherds approaching in wonder with 

the sheep tagging along behind them.  We can almost see the angels 

hovering over the well-swept stable.  We can almost hear their voices 

as they announce to the world the good news that on this day in the city 

of David the long-awaited Messiah has been born. 
 

Every year we paint this beautiful scene of the birth of Jesus Christ.  To 

do otherwise would ruin our image of Mary to see her right after she 

gave birth to her son.  Truth be told she was a frightened teenager and 

Joseph (well) he was way over his head.  It made me curious (this 

Christmas Eve) as to why we prefer the photoshopped picture of the 

nativity scene over the reality. 
 

Maybe life is too hard and so we allow Mary to look like she just woke 

up from a nap.  Maybe it is beyond our comprehension how the Holy 

Spirit can conceive a child and so we allow Joseph to stand by quietly 

deep in his own thoughts.  Maybe our reality is too real and so we allow 

the infant Jesus to lie comfortably on a bunch of hay in perfect repose. 
 

As we know some days it can be a real struggle to keep our lives intact.  

On some days the chaos can threaten to overwhelm us at home and/or 

at work and/or in the world.  Especially this year we have had more 

than our share of reality in the news.  I imagine we all came here tonight 

for a vision of something different; something that is inherently and 

undeniably good and pure and beautiful.  At least for this brief period 

of time we do not have to be touched by whatever is going on out there.   
 

I actually believe that is a pretty reasonable request. All year long we 

put a lot of time and energy into managing things, controlling as many 

variables as possible in our twenty-first century lives.   

We come tonight for a respite from the frantic pace of everyday life.  

We come tonight for something more comforting and more inspiring.   
 

However, I believe we can enter into the messiness of this night with-

out destroying its beauty.  We can see Mary exhausted and Joseph 

trying his best to make her comfortable.  We can look at the infant baby 

and hear his cries.  If we do not see all of these things then we will not 

see what God has set out to accomplish when he sent his Son into this 

world.   
 

In Luke we are sitting with the Holy Family on the fringe of life in a 

little backwater town called Bethlehem.  It is here that we meet a scared 

young girl and her equally scared husband who cannot find a decent 

place in which to birth their first child.  They are forced to take refuge 

with animals and soon they will be seen by dirty shepherds who care 

for even dirtier sheep.   
 

Why would the author of Luke choose to tell his story this way?  More 

to the point, why would God choose to do it this way?  I believe that 

God sent his Son in the place we would least expect God to be (in order 

to give us a glimpse into how things are going to unfold from now on).  

It is almost like God is whispering to us something that deep down we 

know already but are afraid to admit (even to ourselves): our lives that 

we have so carefully manufactured, this world that we work so hard to 

manage (our beautiful, precious and wonderful lives) will not shield us 

from being vulnerable and fragile.   
 

God enters the world on the fringe of our lives.  On this holy night God 

comes to the edges of our stories and speaks quietly through the blood, 

sweat, and tears of the labor pains of a young mother.  God comes into 

this world through the cry of a newborn infant.  God comes to us in our 

ups and down, our hopes and fears, and promises to give us not just 

more of the same but something different.  God is telling us that we do 

not have to settle for more of the life we know already but we can 

envision a new and abundant life altogether.   
 

For in Christ we have the promise that God will not stop until all of us 

have been embraced and caught up in the tremendous love that God has 

for us.  It is on this most holy night that we hear all over again that unto 

us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, Christ our Lord.   
 

Let all of creation – heaven and earth alike – rejoice!!  



The good news that we hear this night in the messiness of the manger 

scene is that God is love, that God is good for his promises, that there 

is no limit to what God will do to save his people, that God will use us 

(the least likely candidates) to be the instruments of his will.  The good 

news that we hear this night is that God gives value to what we do in 

his name and God gives worth to our obedience.  God came to dwell in 

ordinary human flesh and when this infant child grows up and starts his 

ministry he will teach us how to honor each other and the whole created 

order. 
 

Some of you come on this night who feel particularly blessed and are 

grateful for a good year, for good health, for the love of family and 

friends.  Hear that God would love for you to share your blessings with 

those around you. 
 

Some of you come on this night who put on a joyful face to hide the 

pain or uncertainty or fear you are feeling.  Hear that God knows of 

your struggles, stands with you, and will not let you go. 
 

And some of us (perhaps most of us) come holding both joy and sorrow, 

hope and fear, in our hearts.  We are like the shepherds to whom this 

good news was first given.  Hear that God will meet us right smack in 

the middle of our lives and walk with us.  We are honored on this most 

holy night that God pays attention to all of us no matter our circum-

stances.  We are all greeted with the good news that Jesus Christ is 

born.   
 

Here is a thought to ponder: Maybe we can keep Mary in her soft blue 

robes with Joseph leaning over the manger where Jesus lies quietly 

upon the hay.  After all, where we see the mess God sees the beauty of 

the moment.  Let it be so for us on this most holy night.  Amen  

 

 

 


