
Well Christmas Blessings be with each of you in the name of God our creator and our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

 

Now on this Christmas morning you may have arrived expecting to hear the nativity story once 

again. The story of Mary and Joseph and their journey to Bethlehem.  You may have expected to 

hear about the angels proclaiming – fear not – to the shepherds tending their flocks in the fields. 

And I am sure you expected to hear of Christ’s birth in the manger at least one more time. After 

all it’s Christmas Day! It’s the day we celebrate Christ’s birth.  

 

But this morning rather than hearing the story of the Christ Child as an infant. This morning we 

hear the story of Christ’s introduction to this world according to John who shares with us a very 

different kind of nativity story. A nativity story, a story of beginning, that describes Christ 

beyond earthly flesh and blood and reminds us of his cosmic reign throughout all time.  

 

John shares the good news for us today that long before Bethlehem and the manger, long before 

the world came to be - in the beginning - in the beginning when darkness was all around. When 

the universe as we know it was formless and void. Before one single atom developed. John tells 

us there was the Word and that Word which was present in the beginning... the logos... Jesus the 

Christ... was with God and not just with God but Christ was God - one and the same - separate 

but equal - the great I AM.  

 

Now we are told that Christ was in the beginning with God and that all things... all things... came 

into being through him and without him not one thing came into being. Through him.... through 

Christ.... the universe was formed. The world took shape and the land was put in place. The 

waters outstretched.  Plants took root. Creatures of every kind began to call this place their home. 

And what’s more the life, the Ruah, the spirit of God was breathed into the dust of this earth and 

humankind came to be.  Created in the image of God a relationship was formed. A relationship 

that was good, one of peace and prosperity, one of love and grace, one of Christ’s pure light.  

The same light that broke through the darkness in the beginning was placed in the souls of all 

God’s people.  

 

What came into being in him was life and the life was the light of all people.  A light that shines 

in the darkness. A light the darkness cannot not overcome.  Throughout the centuries this light 

has shown as a beacon for all God’s people. From the Garden of Eden to the Exodus journey to 

the promise land to the exile in Babylon God’s light has always conquered the darkness.    

 



Now the light of this world, the life of this world, God through Christ wanted God’s people to 

know once and for all the relationship God intended with God’s people from the beginning.  So 

God through Christ decided to step down from on high and dwell among God’s people. Taking 

on flesh God through Christ came not in a place of royalty or privilege but God met God’s 

people in a way that all could relate and that was in the form of an innocent, helpless, child. An 

innocent, helpless, child, born to parents of modest means, wrapped and swaddling cloth and 

placed in a manger.  An innocent, helpless, Child, that would change the world forever.  

Magnifying God in all that he did the Christ Child grew to show the world the depth of God’s 

love and the intensity of God’s grace. A grace that transcended race, class, and gender and a love 

that took him from his humble beginnings through the Judean countryside and ultimately to the 

cross for the salvation of all creation.  

 

Now John reminds us that Jesus was in the world and the world came into being through him but 

yet the world did not know him. He came speaking a message of truth. A message of justice for 

God’s people. A message of love. A message hope. He showed us what it looked like to 

welcome the stranger. To care for the orphan and the widow. What it looked like to break bread 

with our friends and our enemies. He came to what was his own but sadly many did not accept 

him. But John proclaims that all those who received him to all who believed in his name to all 

who followed in his footsteps he gave power to become children of God. He revealed to God’s 

people what it means to be a Child of God.  Christ showed the world that as God’s beloved you 

do not have to be born of a certain race or creed, you do not have to have a certain status, you do 

have to be of certain orientation or expression. Because through Christ we are all Children of 

God born not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man. 

But. Born. Of. God. 

This Christmas morning we celebrate the fact that Christ Jesus the light of this world, the Word 

became flesh who lived among us and we have seen his glory the glory as of a father’s only son 

full of grace and truth.   

 

This is the world’s nativity story.  This is the good news for all of humanity!   

 

The light of this world, Christ Jesus, whose birth we celebrate this day offers hope in an 

uncertain world.  Offers light when we feel there is only darkness. Christ offers peace because 

our God loved us so much that he lived with us. Laughing with God’s people, crying with God’s 

people, and ultimately dying for God’s people.  

 

So on this Christmas morning just as John has shared the good news of Christ with us let us this 

day and as we enter this new year do the same.  Let us tell the world of Christ light that shines in 

the darkness. Let us tell of our God who was and is and is to come. For unto us a child was born. 



Love upon love was poured out. Grace upon grace has been given. So let us celebrate that gift by 

sharing it with the world.   

 

Merry Christmas to each of you this day and may Christ’s light bless you and sustain you in this 

year to come.  

Amen. 

 


