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In the Christmas classic “It’s a Wonderful Life,” we meet George Baily, who was born and 

raised in the small town of Bedford Falls. As the story goes, George wanted nothing more than to 

leave that little town and see the world, only to find himself time and time again held back to run 

the family business – the good old Building and Loan. Now whether he liked it or not, George 

was the lifeblood of that town. He saved its people when the banks went under, he provided 

affordable housing for his neighbor in need, and he raised a family with his high school 

sweetheart, Mary. There comes the point in the story, though, on Christmas no less, that George 

was having one of those days when nothing was going right. A large sum of money went missing 

from their business accounts, Zuzu, his daughter, had fallen ill, and he thought he had nowhere to 

turn or anyone to turn to. Thankfully, just when George is ready to throw it all away, the angel 

Clarence steps in to help George out. Through the course of the night, Clarence shows George 

how rich of a man he is and how he has the love of his family, friends, fellow townspeople, and 

even the grumpy old bank examiner to help him through life’s struggles.  

 

I think the reason that “It’s a Wonderful Life” is a classic Christmas movie is because it is so 

relatable. We have all had those days like George where we feel like the world is against us, and 

no matter how hard we try, nothing seems to be going right. Those feelings can especially be 

amplified during Christmas as well when the societal pressures of the season – the shopping, the 

meals, the parties – all seem to weigh down on us. For some of us, it’s the overwhelming 

expectation of the season, and for others, it’s the loneliness that comes with missing those whom 

we used to celebrate with. We, like George, can feel like we have nowhere to turn and no one to 

turn to. How quickly we lose sight of Christmas. How quickly we forget what this whole season 

is meant to promise and remind us of. How quickly we need a Clarence to show us the richness 

of our lives and the love that is right before us. 

 

Well, friends, today, call me Clarence because there is no more important message to share on 

Christmas Day than the richness of hope and the depth of love that is outpoured through the birth 

of Christ Jesus our Lord. As our Gospel readings expressed – God’s love and grace is something 

that has been present since before the beginning of time. God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit have 

been at work since before the creation of the world ever came to be. God, however, wanted 

more. God is a God of life, relationship, and love. So, God created the heavens and the earth and 

all its inhabitants and called it good. Then as the story goes, God created humankind and entered 

relationship with us – God loved on us, cared for us, and supported us - from the Garden of Eden 

with Adam and Eve, through the desert with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to the promised land in 

the great exodus of God’s people, through wars, and exile, and oppression – one thing has 

remained constant – the never-ending presence and love of God.  

 



Now God’s love was so prevalent that God, through Christ, decided to step down from on high 

and dwell among God’s people. Taking on flesh, God through Christ came not in a place of 

royalty or privilege, but God met God’s people in a way that all could relate, and that was in the 

form of an innocent, helpless child. An innocent, helpless child born to parents of modest means 

wrapped and swaddling clothing and placed in a manger. A child that would change the world 

forever. Magnifying God in all that he did, the Christ Child grew to show the world the depth of 

God’s love and the intensity of God’s grace. A grace that transcended race, class, and gender and 

a love that took him from his humble beginnings through the Judean countryside and ultimately 

to the cross for the salvation of all creation.  

 

This is the depth of love that we celebrate this Christmas. This is the promise that we carry with 

us well beyond when the ornaments and trees and lights are put away. Christmas day is a 

reminder of the presence of God and God’s love, and God’s never-ending presence made known 

through the Christ child that first Christmas morning. This is a gift that is greater than anything 

we will find beneath our tree. This is a present that will not go out of style or fade or become 

obsolete. The gift of Christmas is something that we carry with us through every part of our 

lives. 

 

Now, as we enter the new year, undoubtedly, we will all, like old George Baily, hit a rough patch 

or two in our lives. We will feel like the world is against us and that we have nowhere or no one 

to turn to. On those days, though, remember the joyous feeling of this Christmas morning.  

Remember the gift that we celebrate this day. For through Christ, we are never alone. Through 

the Body of Christ, you and I, God is always in our midst. We take this gift with us, and we share 

this gift with others who need to hear the good news of Christ. Like Clarence, the angel reminds 

us, “each man’s life touches so many other lives.”  Part of the gift of Christmas is making sure 

our neighbors in need know Christ’s love as well.  

 

So, with Christ and one another, it is a wonderful life – not a perfect life – but a wonderful one. 

May the light and love and grace of God revealed this day through the Christ child go with you, 

equip you, and sustain you in the days, weeks, and year ahead.  

 

Merry Christmas, everyone, and may God bless you and keep you this day and always.   

 

Amen. 


