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Well, grace and peace to you from God our creator and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

So when we think of the great kings, queens, and monarchies that have ruled throughout history 

there are certain qualities that we can associate with their position and title. They are, of course, 

born of noble blood or fought their way to their position. They clearly wield great power and 

wealth. And they certainly have many subjects at their beck and call. But one quality that is not 

so obvious, that we sometimes overlook is their untouchable status. The great kings and queens 

seemed too always be separate from or above the people they ruled. Sitting in their lofty castles, 

reclining on their large thrones, they positioned themselves at the pentacle of the hierarchal 

triangle while their subjects support them underneath. Yes, they do public engagements, and yes, 

they do charity events, but do they really know their people? Do they really serve their people as 

much as their people serve them? Do they truly support the needs and wants of their people or is 

it the other way around?   

Now thankfully on this Christ the King Sunday we celebrate Jesus as a different kind of king. He 

was not born in some castle. He did not live a life of opulence and privilege. And he did not have 

everything fed to him on a silver spoon, actually quite the opposite. Where the great kings and 

queens of the past rested on their subject’s shoulders. Jesus flips that pyramid of power upside 

down and shoulders the needs of all God’s people. He literally bears the weight of humanity and 

truly shows us what servant leadership is all about.  

Today in our gospel text as we hear about Christ’s kingship we are transported to holy week as 

we witness once again a scene from Jesus’ final hours on this earth. At this point he has had his 

last meal with his disciples and since has been arrested in the garden and now stands before 

Pontius Pilate. We witness as Pilate questions Jesus on the charges that have been brought 

against him - charges that claim that Jesus is the king of the Jews. So Pilate asks him, “are you 

the king of the Jews?” But Jesus does not answer. Well he does not answer in the direct manner 

that Pilate would hope. Rather, Jesus first starts by telling Pilate what kind of kingdom he is from 

and that that kingdom is not from here. Jesus proclaims that his kingdom is not from this world.   

Now this statement from Jesus tends to be misleading. I think when we hear that Jesus’ kingdom 

is not from this world we think of heaven, but maybe this is not the case entirely. Many well-

respected scholars believe that Jesus was not just speaking of heaven or some otherworldly 

kingdom. Rather scholars teach that Jesus was telling Pilate that his kingdom is not like anything 

he could understand. Jesus tells Pilate that God’s kingdom is like no kingdom here on earth. It 

does not fit the mold of any traditional monarchy. It does not conform to the standards of any 

earthly realm. Simply put, Jesus tells Pilate, God’s kingdom is not your average kingdom and 

this is good news for those of us who do not find ourselves on the top.  

Christ’s conversation with Pilate did not end there. Jesus tells Pilot also just what kind of king he 

was and that was king of truth. Now truth in our current context seems a bit relative as anyone 

with a social media following can proclaim the so-called truth as they know it and it is 

considered gospel. So, what truth does Jesus proclaim that we as his follower can learn from and 
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live by? Well, acknowledging that this is the last Sunday of the Church year. Maybe we can find 

our answer by looking back. Looking back at all the lessons Jesus’ has taught us over this past 

year.  

Throughout our Marken text we have witnessed our king befriend lowly fishermen leading them 

and teaching them about God. We have witnessed our king have compassion for people suffering 

from mental anguish like the Gerasene Demoniac - talking with them and truly caring for their 

needs. We have observed as our king not just gave to the poor but has sat with, conversed, and 

healed so many in need. Our king has shared a meal with thousands in the community sitting 

beside them and breaking bread with them as equals. Our king has not oppressed people within a 

certain class but our king restored people to community like the hemorrhaging women. And 

finally, and maybe most important our king did not send others ahead of him to die for the sake 

of his kingdom. But our king walked that long lonely road himself and offered his life as a 

sacrifice for all God’s people. 

Looking back we see clearly that we can summarize Jesus’ truth as anything that is not self-

serving but rather life-giving for the sake of others. Each of Jesus’ lessons, actions, and parables 

throughout our Marken gospel always point to the betterment of God’s people.  It always points 

to the restoration of people and those communities in need.   

Now I think its important to remember that the celebration of Christ the King Sunday is not an 

ancient tradition going back thousands of years like most of our feast days. Rather, it is a more 

modern one in the life of the church. This feast day was first practiced by the Catholic Church 

just over 100 years ago as a response to the self-serving and divisive rulers of the time i.e., the 

Hitler’s and Mussolini's of the pre-WWII era.  

We as Lutherans have since adopted it as well because of the powerful reminder it offers to all 

people. A message of what a true leader looks like and how true leader act. A message like that  

of Jesus as our great king and great leader who is not one who sets himself up on a pedestal. He 

is not one that divides nation against nation or people against people. He is not one that uses fear 

and false truth to propel his agenda forward. Rather Jesus is a great king because he is one who is 

with his people on the ground level. Caring for the sick feeding the hungry making life and 

community possible for all people under his care. 

Clearly Christ is not a king above the people but a king of and for his people. His actions and his 

teaching are ones that were not of oppression and division like many rulers of the past have 

relied on. But Christ's goal which, mind you is God’s goal as well, is that of love, peace, justice, 

unity and equality for all God’s people.  

Christ as our great king and leader shows us the example of what qualities we should seek in the 

leaders within our lives. But also, Christ shows us the qualities we should strive to live out as we 

ourselves are leaders in our own contexts. In our homes, communities, and workplaces we are all 

leaders in our own right and our actions most certainly influence the well-being of others.  

Thanks to Christ we have the know-how and freedom to serve all God’s people. And just like 

Christ we are called to sit with and listen to those suffering from mental anguish in their time of 

need. We are called to help restore our neighbors to wholeness by offering them food, clothing, 

and housing. And we are called to break bread with and have conversations with all God’s 

people even those we may not see eye to eye with.  
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So on this Christ the King Sunday let Christ be our example as we not only lift up leaders in our 

community who stand for justice, peace, and kindness for all God’s people. But let us follow in 

Christ’s footsteps as well and be the leaders in our own context who share these same qualities 

with all those around us. Because Christ shows us today, great leaders do not need crowns, 

castles, and thrones - all they need is kindness, love, and compassion. Amen.  

 


