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On every Christ the King Sunday (the last Sunday of the church year) 

we celebrate that our Lord Jesus Christ is the one who has all power 

in heaven and on earth.  It is Christ alone who is to reign in our minds 

as we strive to be obedient to his will.  It is Christ who is to reign in 

our hearts as we do our very best to love God above all things.  It is 

our Lord Jesus Christ who is to reign over our bodies so we can be his 

instruments of peace and justice.   
 

On this Sunday we remember that it is the all-powerful God who 

(through his Son, Jesus Christ) will have the final word on the day of 

judgment.  Satan and his evil ways will not be able to stand before our 

God.  And all the brokenness we see in our world, all the hatred and 

injustices we experience, they will be overcome.  For those of us who 

believe in Christ it is he who will come in all his glory.  And because 

we believe, it is not a day to be feared but it is a day to be celebrated. 
 

What I love about our lessons for this Sunday is that we experience 

the fullness of Jesus Christ not only in these high and lofty ways (as 

recorded in Colossians) but also through his humanity (as recorded in 

Luke).  We declare Christ as our holy king and yet he came down 

from heaven (in human form) to live among us.  He came to be close 

and personal with us so that we may know God.    
 

And in his short life he taught us all about his kingdom.  He preached 

liberation to those held captive.  He healed those who were sick and 

lame.  His miracles and teachings so confounded the status quo that 

he was deemed a threat to the establishment.  He challenged the 

unjust treatment of women, he preached the need for patience with 

children, and he accused the religious leaders of lacking true faith.  

His ministry was so controversial and so powerful and so radical that 

it turned the world upside down to the point that we find him today 

condemned to death by crucifixion.   
 

Yet even on the cross our Lord reigns. 

 

It is only in the Gospel of Luke that we hear the exchange Jesus had 

with the criminal who hung next to him.  And as if I read this for the 

very first time I realized that the words Jesus spoke to this man were 

his very last words that he would utter to another human being before 

his death and resurrection.  How interesting that they were words of 

forgiveness.   
 

As part of my devotional life this week I decided to put myself in the 

story.  As I pictured myself at the foot of the cross it took no time at 

all for these questions to come to my mind: Who sitting here today 

(myself included) is worthy of the kind of grace that Jesus offered to 

the thief?  Are not we more like the criminals who hung next to Jesus 

than we are like Christ?  We do not know what happened to the thief 

who chided and challenged Jesus but the other one . . . it was to him 

that the grace of God was revealed in a word of forgiveness that was 

clothed in a deep and abiding love for him. 
 

In this single act that is coming from the cross Jesus reminds us of the 

parable of a love that was freely given to a son who foolishly asked 

his father for his inheritance, took it, went to a foreign country and 

squandered all that he had.  When the son came to his senses (like that 

of the thief) and returned, he hoped that his father would forgive him.  

As the story goes he was met with celebration and great rejoicing and 

jubilation because of the incredible love his father had for him.  Who 

sitting here today (myself included) is worthy of this kind of grace?  

Jesus announced from the cross that we are. 
 

Remember it was Jesus who said that the kingdom of God was like a 

shepherd who cared for all his sheep and when one was lost, he went 

in search of it and did not give up until it was found.  Remember it 

was Jesus who said that the kingdom of God was like a rich man who 

gave a banquet and when the rich people were too busy for the party, 

the rich man opened the invitation to include the poor, the blind, and 

the lame.  Who sitting here today (myself included) is worthy of this 

kind of grace?  Jesus announced from the cross that we are. 
 

After contemplating his crucifixion, I could not stop myself from 

reading the entire passion narrative as recorded in the Gospel of Luke 

as we will not see these lessons for another three years.  I was amazed 

at the number of times Jesus gave people the incredible chance to live 

in the newness of life.   



Earlier in the story Jesus predicted that Peter would deny him and in 

the very same breath he told him he would be given another chance to 

return and be a source of strength for the other disciples.  After Jesus 

stood before Pilate and Herod the crowds followed him to the place 

where he would be crucified.  Some of the people admired him as he 

walked along the path while others shouted jeers at him.  All of them 

received Jesus’ words of consolation and warning.  All of them were 

given another chance to believe him to be the Messiah.  And only in 

this gospel does Jesus forgive all those who crucified him – all the 

active participants and all the passive bystanders.   
 

For me all of these stories are stories of forgiveness, a forgiveness that 

will always make available to us another opportunity for life, grace, 

and mercy.  In every example that surrounds the death of Jesus Christ 

we learn that our mistakes and our regrets do not have to define us.  

As we recognize God in the context of our daily lives, we are 

constantly offered a chance to start over.  We get another chance to 

repair a broken relationship.  We get another chance to do those 

things that offer us life.  And this is the key to Christ the King 

Sunday!  Jesus did not come to be just one more king.  He came to 

usher in an entirely new order – a world that will always keep the 

door open for a new life, a fresh hope, and a grace and love that has 

no bounds.   
 

We are at the end of another church year and we are about ready to 

start fresh.  After hearing all these different ways that Jesus loved 

beyond our human understanding, searched for us when we were lost, 

restored us after sins were committed and mistakes were made, I 

invite us to think about one thing for which we long more than 

anything else that we could do over.  Take seriously whatever regret 

or disappointment we harbor and then take just as seriously what 

Jesus offers us from the cross.   
 

I declare to you that Christ the King hung on that cross not only to 

sacrifice his life to cover our sins but in order to touch that which is 

hurting us.  Only by the strength given to us by our crucified Lord can 

relationships be repaired.  Only by the love given to us by Christ our 

Savior can we amend our speech and actions.   

 

From the cross Christ has remembered us.  From the cross Christ has 

forgiven us.  By faith he alone has granted us the grace and courage to 

receive this precious gift.  Such beautiful words to hear on this the last 

Sunday of the church year.  Amen  


