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Our Bible study class on Wednesday mornings has taken a brief break 

and will resume in January.  We are working at a fast but steady clip 

as we read the entire Bible (starting in Genesis and working our way 

through Revelation).  One unique aspect of this particular study is that 

we read a book of the Bible each week.  It allows us to step back from 

some of the details but we do gain a deeper understanding of God and 

a deeper appreciation of our relationship with God.  Every week I get 

more and more excited because it opens up for us some wonderful 

new insights and we see how intricately the Bible is woven together.  

It is all good! 
 

And because of our studies, I kept thinking about this Sunday (Christ 

the King Sunday) within the context of the early Israelites.  By the 

time we ended our lessons, they were out of Egypt and were done 

wandering in the wilderness and had just entered the Promised Land.  

Up to this point they were considered a loose federation of tribes but 

as they looked around and saw all the other nations with kings, they 

went to the prophet (Samuel) and told him that they wanted a king as 

well.  They wanted a leader who would take care of them and fight 

their battles for them.  And so Samuel anointed Saul, and the nation of 

Israel became a monarchy. 
 

Up to this point the Lord was their ruler.  

But they wanted to be like everyone else. 
 

As the story goes, Saul started out humble and zealous for the Lord 

but then he fell away from God with disastrous results.  Even before 

his death, the Lord called David to be next in line and (as we will 

soon discover) it is his lineage that brings us to Christ.  David was an 

ideal king because (unlike Saul) when he sinned he sought the Lord 

for forgiveness.  When he failed (unlike Saul) he took responsibility 

for his actions.  David stood like a rock for the Lord.  He had 

patience.  He had compassion.  He was obedient to the will of God.   
 

 

The story of the early Israelites reminds us that we have to be careful 

for what we ask for because when we expect human leaders to help 

right the wrongs in our society, to make our individual lives better, 

and to fight our battles for us … we will only be disappointed by the 

outcome.  On this day let us be clear that it is our Lord Jesus Christ 

who is our king and our flawless leader.  There are no substitutes.  
 

If we want to follow someone who has the power to change our lives 

then we must turn to God.  From the time of creation it was God who 

had the power to breathe life into every living thing.  Ever since we 

committed our first sin, God has not only made us accountable for our 

sins but at the same time God has showered us with his steadfast love.  

God has made good on all of his outlandish promises like making for 

his servant a nation as numerous as the stars in the sky through his old 

and barren wife.  God has worked tirelessly on our behalf and we 

continue to witness the power of God that has defied sin, death, and 

the devil.    
 

And yet (too often) we forget that God reigns … 

and we forget (too often) that we are to have no other.   
 

This is not only the last day of the church year but our gospel lesson 

offers us a parable of the last judgment to make it clear that (on that 

day) it will be the Son of Man and all his angels who will sit on the 

throne of glory.  And all the nations will be gathered before Christ 

and he will be the one to separate us one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats.   

Christ is king!   

Christ has the power to execute judgment!   
 

And we discover that it is the sheep that are blessed by God.  And 

these sheep are blessed because they had compassion and it was their 

compassion that led them to acts of mercy.  It is our Lord (our king) 

who wants us to know that to be part of his kingdom means to be in 

solidarity with those most in need.  Christ teaches us today that the 

reign of God (the full revelation of which we wait) is illustrated in 

what we do now.  It is not in the powerful works and miracles but in 

the simple deeds of love and mercy.   
 

 



We are blessed!  On the heels of Thanksgiving let me say it again that 

we are blessed.  It was three weeks ago that our community came 

together for Rise Against Hunger.  We just completed our coat drive 

and when we asked you for 100 coats instead we collected 110.  We 

asked you for 75 hats, scarves, mittens and gloves and we collected 

161.  We tend to the sick and we even tend to those in prison.   
 

And last Sunday was one of those days when we clearly demonstrated 

the kingdom of God.  Marlon was behind the wheel of our church van 

picking up the families from around the city.  As the people came into 

our church they were warmly greeted by our members who had 

prepared appetizers and drinks for our guests.   
 

The children did their arts and crafts before we transitioned to the 

Fellowship Hall for a meal that they truly appreciated.  Instead of 

letting them serve themselves, we served them the meal and treated 

them as royalty.  And after they were sufficiently fed, the children 

picked out new hats and mittens to wear and games to take home 

before heading to the gym for some soccer.   And our adults who have 

lived in so many different places came by just to speak to them in 

their native language – Arabic to those who came from Egypt and 

Dari to those who came from Afghanistan.  
 

So often we take this passage and we emphasize that we were feeding 

the king (himself) when he was hungry and when we gave him some-

thing to drink.  When we welcome the stranger we welcome Christ 

himself.  But it is also true that when we do these things for others … 

others see the Christ in us.  We are the hands and feet of Christ.   
 

As we watch the sheep and the goats being separated for eternity, 

what we hear today is much more than a humanitarian call for work 

on behalf of those who are undervalued.  As Lutherans we believe our 

salvation is not something we achieve through good works.  Our 

lesson testifies that salvation is something we discover when we least 

expect it.  It is the righteous who will be surprised to realize they had 

cared for the King of Creation.  And it will be the unrighteous who 

will be shocked that they missed opportunities to show love to that 

same king.  Had they known God was in their midst, they probably 

would have done the right thing.  Yet Christ the King is looking for 

that love to flow naturally.  He does not want us to plan our efforts in 

order to project a certain image.   

I shared in the beginning of this sermon that we are learning so much 

about the nature of God in our Bible Study.  The God of the Bible is 

so down-to earth that we can find him in the midst of our messes.  We 

can find this majestic God in our neighbor and in the one who cries 

out for help.  Christ the King reminds us that if we want to see the 

face of God then all we need to do is look into the face of the 

vulnerable, the weak, the stranger, and/or the imprisoned one.  All we 

have to do is look at the face of a child.   
 

According to Matthew 25 the only criterion for judgment is whether 

or not we gave ourselves away in love and in his name. 

Christ is our king.   

God is the one who reigns. 

There is no other.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 
 


